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THE LAWS OF 
ROYAL AUCTION BRIDGE , 


Framed the Cards CommUke of ike Portlaot 
Club, wilh the eO'Operaiion of a represenlalivi 
oj each of iht following CluH: Tiie Balbwin, 

■ The Bath, The St. James’s, The Tuef, and 
White's. 

Finally Approved and Adopted by the Committee 
of the Portland Club in May» 1914. 

CThese Iaws are here reprinted verbalitn by special 
permission. The Explanatory Notes, whidi embody 
several of the most recent dedrions ol the Portland 
Club CottitniUee, axe by the Authot of the present 
work] 

' THE RXJBBER 

X. The Rubber is the best of tbiee games. H the 
first two games be won by the same players, the third 
game is not played. 

^fo^e/— Were not lot a recent cxtraoTOuiaTy decision 

tte New Ycrk SuTtday Sini, it would scarcely t>e necessary 
to say that •• the best of three games ** means the majority 
«<i three games : iwo games out of three An agreement is 
"X^orially made to play what has been caUed a parti* 
*' * * *° «de has won two 

la such aa event, it must be agreed beforehand 
wither wmning a rabbet- u to be deemed to mean 
wiamag the malonty of games " or “ wmninB the balance 
« pomu- (JM Law n) 

9 
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SCORING 

2 A game consists of thirty points, obtained by 
tricLs alone, which are scored below the hne This 
js exclusive of any points counted for Honours, 
Chicane, Slam, Bonus, or Under-tncks, all of uhicb 
are scored above the hue 

3 Every hand is played out, and any points in 
excess of the thirty points necessary for the game 
are counted 

4 When the declarer (vide Law 50) makes good 
his declaration by wnning at least as many tncks 
as he declared to win, each tnck above 6 counts 

6 points when Clubs are trumps 

7 „ „ Diamonds ,. 

8 „ „ Hearts „ 

9 „ „ Spades (Royal) are trumps 

10 „ „ there are No Trumps 

These values become respectively iz, 14 16, 18, 
and 20 when the declaration has been doubled , and 
24 28, 32 36 and 40 when the declaration has been 
re-doubled (tide Iaw 56) 

5 Honours consist ol aw, long, queen knave, and 
ten ot the trump suit When there are no trumps 
they consist of the four aces 

6 Honours m trump suits are thus reckoned If 
a player and his partner conjointly hold — 

I. The five honours of the trump suit, they 
score for honours five tunes the value of the 
tramp suit tnck 
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n. Any four honours of ihe inunp sxut, they 
score for honours four times the value of 
the trump suit trick. 

III. Any three honours of the trump suit, they 
score for honours twice the value of the 
trump suit trick. 

If a player in his own hand holds— 

I. The five honours of the tTump suit, he^tmd 
his partner score for honours ten times the 
\*alue of the trump suit trick, 
n. Any four honours of the trump suit, he and 
his partner score for honours eight times 
the value o! the trump suit tnck ; and if 
his partner holds the fifth honour, nine 
times the ^ulue of the trump suit trick 

The value of the trump suit referred to in this law 
Is its original value— e.g., six points in dubs and 
seven points in diamonds; the value of honours 
is m no way afiected by any doubling or re-^oub- 
ling. 

7- Honours, when there are no trumps, are thu? , 
reckoned r — 

If a player and his partner conjointly hold 

t. The four aces, they score for honours fortv- 
points. 

n. Any ttoee aces, they score for honours 
thirty points. 

If a player in his own hand holds— 

The fcui aces, he and Ms partner score tor 
^ honours one hundred points. 
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These values are in no way affected by doubling ct 

re-doubbng 

8 Chicane is thus reckoned 

If a player holds no trump, he and his partner 
score for Chicane twice the value of the 
trump suit tnck The value of Chicane 
in no way affected by any doubling < 
re-doubling 

9 Siam is thus reckoned — * 

If a player and his partner make, independently c 

any ^icks taken for the revoke penalty — 

I All thirteen tricks, they score for Grand Sian 
one hundred points 

11 Twelve tncks, they score for Little SJam fifty 
points 

10 Honours, Chicane, Slam, Bonus, and points for 

Under tncks are reckoned in the score at the end of 
the rubber ** 

11 At the end of the rubber, the total scores for 
Tricks, Honours, Chicane, Slam, Bonus, and Under- 
tncks obtained by each player and his partner are 
added up, two hundred and fifty points are added to 
the score of the winners of the rubber, and the 
difference between the two scores is the number of 
points won, or lost, by the winners of the rubber 

12 If an erroneous score affecting Tricks Bonus or 
Undcr-tneks be pro>Td, such mistake may be corrected 
prior to the conclusion of the game in wluch it oc 
curred, and such game Is not concluded until the last 
card of the following deal has been dealt,y»>-^ the 
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case of the last game of the rubber, until the score 
has been made up and agreed. 

13. If an cnoncous score anecting Honours, 
Chicane, and Slam be proved, such mistake may be 
f corrected at any time before the score of tlie rubber 
‘has been’^tnade up and agreed. 

' 14. ^^^len a rubber is started ndth the agreement 
that the play shall terminate (» e., no new deal shall 
commence) at a speafied time, and the rubber is<hcn 
unfinished, the score is made up as it stands, 125 
points being added to the score of the winners of a 
?.mc. A deal, if started, must be finished. 

CUTTING 

15 The ace is the lowest card 

16. In all cases, every player must cut from the 
same pack 

17. Should a player expose more than one card, 
he must cut again. 

FORMATION OF TABLE 

18. If there are more than four candidates, the 
plajers are selected by cutting, the first six in tlie 
room having the right of belonging to the table which 
' is complete with six players. The candidates who 

cut the next lowest cards have a prior right to anv 
ifter-comer to enter the table. ^ 

IS 
first 
two 


l. TOe fom who cut Iho lowest cards play the 
rahte ; they ent again for partners, and the 
lowert play against the two highest. The player 
mg the lowest card deals first, and has choice S 
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cards and seats, and, having once made Ms selectioQ* 
must a'bide fay it. 

20. Two players cutting cards of equal ^-alce, unless 
such cards are the two highest, cut again; should they 
be the two lowest, a fresh cut is necessary to decide 
which of those two deals. 

21. Three players cuttmg cards of equal value « 
again ; should the iomtb (or remaining) card be fhi 
highest, the two lowest of the new cut are partners, 
the lower of those two the dealer ; should the fourth 
card be the lowest, the two highest are partners, the 
gnginal lowest the dealer. 

IffU’—To avoid a tresb cot; it ha* heeomt cosiomasj 
of late Tears to rank cards of equal deaomlnatjoa accerddS 
to tbe order of the toits u Aoetion , tg ,ii four sixes sheeld 
be ent, those enttiog the six of dote' ind the sue o( dia- 
monds woold pUf against those catting the six of heart* and 
the SIX of spades; the pUjer catting the six of dobs vroold 
deal first. This practice Is not tecogiured by the Laws 

CUTTING OUT 

22. At the end of a rubber, should admission he 
claimed by one, or two candidates, the plaj*cr n't® 
has, or the players who Iiavc, pIa3Td a greater numher 
of consecutive rubbers than the others is, or are. out i 
but when all have plaj-ed the same number, they 
must cut to dcade upon tbe out-goers ; the highest 
are out. 


ENTRY AND RE-ENTRY 

23. A candidate, whether he has plaj ed or not. wn 
join a table which is not complete by declaring in st 
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any time pnor to any of the players having cut a 
card, either for the purpose of commencing a frcsli 
rubber or of cutting out 

24 In the formation of Iredi tables, the candidates 
vho have neither belonged to nor pla> ed at any other 
able have the prior right of entry ; the others decide 
heir nght of admission by cutting. 

25 Any one quitting a table pnor to the conclusion 
of a rubber may, with consent of the other three 
plaiers, appoint a substitute in Uis absence during 
that rubber. 

26 A player joining one table whilst belonging to 
another, loses his nght of re-entry into the latter, and 
lakes his chance of cutting m, as il be vrere a fresh 
candidate if 

27. If any one break up a table, the remaining 
players have the pnor nght to him of entry into any 
other ; and should there not be sufficient vacancies 
at such other table to admit ^1 those candidates, they 
settle their precedence by cutting 


SHUFFLING 

28 The pack must neithei be shufSed below the 
table nor so that the face of any card can be seen 

29 The pack must not be shuffled dunng the cla'v 

of the hand ^ ^ 

30 A pack, having been played with, must neither 
b^huffled by dealing .t mte packets, ;ot^S 


31 Each player has a right to shuffle once 


only 
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(except as provjdcd by Law 3^) pnor to a deal, 
a false cut, or when a new deal has occurred 

32 TJjc dealer’s partner must coUect the car^ 
for the ensuing deal, and has the first right to «hufil! 
that pack 

33 Bach placer, after shufihng, must place tie 
cards properly collected and face doiwiwards, to the 
left of the placer about to deal 

34 The dealer has alwaj-s the right to shuffle 
last , but sliould a card or cards be seen during Ins 
shuffling, or whilst giving the pack to be cut, he may 
be compelled to re shuffle 

THE DEAL 

35 Each player deals m his turn , the order of 
dealing goes to the left 

36 The player on the dealer s right cuts the pack, 
and m dividing it, must not leave fewer than four 
cards in either packet , if m cutting or m replaang 
one of the two packets on the other, a card be 
exposed, or if there be any confusion of the cards or 
a doubt as to the exact place m which the pack was 
divided there must be a fresh cut 

37 When a player, whose duty it is to cut, has once 
separated the pack, he cannot alter his cut , more 
over, he can neither re-shuffle nor re-cut the cards 

38 After the pack has been cut, should the dealer , 
shuffle the cards, the pack must be cut again 

39 The fifty two cards shall be dealt fice do^ra■ 
wards The deal is not completed until the last card 
has been dealt face downward There is no misdeal 
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A NEW DEAL 

40 TliCTe roust be a new deal— 

I. 11. duiuig a deal, or during the play oi a 
hand, the pack be proNcd to be mcorrect or 
impeilecl. 

II. li, dunng a deal, any card be faced m the 

pack, or in any Nvay exposed on, above, or 
below the table. 

III . Unless the cards are dealt into four packets, 

one at a time and m regular rotation, begin- 
ning at the player to the dealer’s leh. 
tv. Should the last card not come m its regular 
Older to the dealer 

V. Should a player have roote than thirteen 
cards, and any one 01 more ol the others 
less than thirteen cards 

VI. Should the dealer deal two cards at once, or 

two cards to the same hand, and then deal 
a third , but il, pnor to dealing that card, 
the dealer can, by altering the position ol 
one card only, rectily sudi error, he may 
do so / 

VII. Should the dealer omit to have the pack cut 

to hra, and the adversaries discover the 
error prior to the last card being dealt, and 
before looking at their cards. 

4t. A. plajer may not look at any oi ins cards nntil 
tke deal has been complttod ; shonld he do so, and 
, a card be aftera-aids cajaised. the adversary on hia 

B 
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left shall ha^^ option of allowing the deal to stand or 
not 

43 If the dealer, before he has dealt fifty-one cards, 

look at any card, his adversanes hai e a nght to see it, 
and may exact a new deal ^ 

N 43 Should three players have their right number 
of cards, and the fourth have less than thirteen, and 
not discover such defiaencj imtil he has plaj-ed ant 
of his cards, the deal stands good . shonld he hat's 
pla} ed, he is answerable for anj revoke he may haw 
made, as if the missing card, or cards, had been in his 
hand , he may search the other pack for it, or them 

44 If a pack, dunng or after a rubber, be proved 
incorrect or imperfect, sudi p'ooi does not alter an) 
past score, game, or rubber , that band in which the 
imperfection was detected is null and void, and the 
dealer must deal again 

45 Any one dealing out of turn, or with the 
adversaries’ cards, may be stopped before the last 
card is dealt, otherwise the deal stands good, and the 
game must proceed as if no mistake has been made 

Kole —It a player complete s deal with the wroas card* 
so that the deal stands good ander the law, the interchange 
of the tm; panics also stands good. 

46. A plajer can neither shufiie, cat, nor deal fa 
ios partner without the permission of his opponents 

DECLARING TRtniPS 

47 The dealer, having examined his hand, may 
either pass or may declare to win at least the odd 
tnck, but he may declare to win more, Shonld he 
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make a declaration, he mast state whether the hand 
shall be plaj ed wnth or -wrthont trumps , in the lormer 
case he must name which smt shall he trumps Tlie 
lowest dedaration-he can make is " One Club " — 

I e , he dedaies to win at least one odd trick, clubs 
being trumps 

48 Alter the dealer, each plaj cr in turn, commenc- 
ing VAth the pla>cr on the dealer's left, has the right 
to pass or to make a declaration higher than has jet 
been made, or to double the last declaration, or to 
re-double a declaration whidi has been doubled, 
subject to the provisions of Law 56. A declaration 
of a greater number of tncks m a suit of loner value, 
which equals the last declaration m value oi points, 
^all be considered a higher declaration — e f , a 
declaration of " Three Clubs " is a higher declaration 
than “ Two Spades ' (Royal), and ‘ Four Clubs " is 
higher than Three Hearts " If all the players pass, 
the hand is abandoned and the deal passes to the 
next player 

49 A player, in his turn, may overbid previous 
declarations any number of tunes, and may also 
overbid his partner, but he cannot overbid his own 
declaration which has been passed by the other three 

players When the jinal iedarahon has been made 

t c , when the last dcdaration has been fasted by the 
other three players— 4he player who made such 
declaration (or in the case where both partners have 
made declamtions in the same suit, or of “ No 
Trumps,” the player who made the first oi such 
dedarations) shall play the combined hands of 
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himself and of his partner, the latter becOjjjjug 

Dummy 

50 When the player of the two bands (hereiTiafter 

termed "the declarer ") wins at least as many tnchs 
as he declared to do, he scores the full 'value 0{ jjje 
tncks won (see Laa-s 2 and 4) When he fads jus 
adwsancs score fifty points for each under tn^^ 
f e , each tnck short of the number declared , if 
the declaration has been doubled or redoubled 
hundred or tiro hundred respcctuely for each un^er 
tnck , neither the declarer nor his adversaries 
anj'thiag towards the game 
$t If a player make an illegal declaration 
as declanng an impossible number of tncks 
adN’ersary 00 hts left may demand a new deal, t^gy 
itean^^ish^ileslatAtwr 

It to stand The plajer in error cannot be peaaba^ 
for more than Grand Slam 
52 If a plaj-er make a declaration (other thgj. 
passing) out of turn, the adv’ersary on his left in^y 
demand a new deal or may allow the declaratu^ 
so made to stand or he rraj refer it to his partntj.^ 
whose decision must be final Should the dedaratiCjjj 
be allowed to stand the bidding shall continue as j 
the declaration had been m cqrder 

holt — 'Tbe toUowuigcasebasbecndfCidH] by the Portlai^^ 

Qob Z. b the dealer bat baa not declared A. thlnhio, 
it b hu ova deal, says 1 pass 'Y the next player the^ 
calls Ooe Spade. Z. sow says it is lus deal asd eal^ 

One rto-tramp tVhat sboold be dose ? 

I>*cisios — B. (partner ot A }ha9 the tuple right oi petult. 

«s taid dowa la Lav $2 and then the matter ends 
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pt Is onfortanate that A s mistake for which there n oo 
ttenalty and which must be deemed a void act should 
have nusled Y but in pvmg ao official decision the Laws 
can only be construed strictly— Co] 

53 If a plaj er, in bidding failto dedareasuffiaent 
number of tneU to overbid the prc^^olls dcdaration, 
he shall be considered to have declared the requisite 
number o! tnehs m the bid which he has made, 
provided that the number ol tncks shall not exceed 
seven , and his partner shall be debarred from malang 
any further dedaration, unless either of his adver- 
saries make a higher dedaration or double If 
however such insufficient declaration be accepted 
by the next player passing it, or doubling it or by 
making a higher dedaration no rectihcation can be 
made 

Eitbet adv«mty may call attenlioa to the In 
tufficiency of the declatatioo or to the fact that a declaration 
has been made out of turn Sti Law J04 

54 After the final declaration has been made, a 
player is not entitled to give his partner any informa- 
tion as to a previous declaration whether made by 
himself or by either adversary , but a player is entitled 
to inquire at any time during the play of the hand 
vfhat was the final dedaration 

DOUBLING AND RE-DOUBLING 

55 The effect of doubling and re-doubhng is that 
the value ol each tnck over six is doubled or quad 
nipled »s provided m law 4 , but it do«i not alter 
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the value of a declaration — ig, a declaration of 
’* Two Clubs " IS higher than ' One Heart," although 
the heart declaration has been doubled 

56 Any declaration can be doubled and re-doubled 
once, but not more, a pla>er cannot double his 
partner’s declaration, or re-douWe his partner 3 
double, but he may re-double a declaration of his 
partners which has been donbled by his adversaries. 

57 The act of doubhng or re-doubhng, re-opens 
the bidding When a declaration has been doubled, 
or re-doubled, any plajer, including the player whose 
declaration has been donbled, or whose double has 
been rC'doubled, caa in fus proper ttim mahe a 
further declaration of higher value 

58 When a plaj-er whose declaration has been 
doubled, makes good his declaration by mnrung at 
least the declared number of (neks he scores a bonus 
which consists of 50 points for winning the number of 
tricks declared, and 50 points for each additional 
trick he may win If he or his partner have re 
doubled, the bonus for winning the number of tricks 
declared and for each additional tnek is doubled 

59 If a player double out of turn, the adversary 
on his left may demand a new deal. 

60 ^Vhen the final declaration has been made 
{see Law 49) the play shall begin and the player on 
tbe left of the declarer shall lead 

fix A declaration once made cannot be altered, 
except as provided by Law 53 but if a declaration 
IS obwoasly a misnomer, and is amended practically 
m the same breath, it stands as coirectcd 
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DmaiY 

62, As soon as a card is led by the eldest band, i.€.. 
the player on the Icit of the dedarec, the declarer's 
partner shall plate his cards face upv.-ards on the 
table, and the duty ol playing the cards from that 
hand, which is called E^mmy. and of dalnnng and 
enforcing any penalties arising during 'the hand, 
shall devolve upon the dedaier, unassisted by his 
partner. 

63 Before pladng his cards upon the table, the 
dedarer’s partner has all the rights of a player, but 
after so doing shall take no part whatever in the play, 
except that he has the n^t • 


{a) To ask the dedater whether he has any of 
a suit which he may have renounced ; 

To call the dedarer's attention to the fact 
that too many or too few cards have been 
pla>*ed to a trick; 

fe) To correct the daim of either adversary to 
a penalty to which the latter is not entitled ; 

(d) To call attention to the fact that a trick 
has been wrongly gathered by either side ; 

(e) To partidpate m the discussion of any 
disputed question of fact, or of law; 

(/) To correct an erroneous score. 


II tc ran alten(ion to any other inddent in the 
pliy ol tie hand, in respect of which any penalty 
might he enacted, the fact that he has done » shaU 
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deprive the declarer of the ri^lit of exacting such 
penalty against his advcrsar/cs. 

AV/— 1/ the dcdifer pfciy two cards trora its own baa<i 
to one tnck, and omit to play to the tnek from Dummy. 
^ ft has been dec/rfed by tbe Portfand Club tlut tbe deefarerV 
partner may call atteotlon to tbe error 

The fallowing ease baa been decided by the ritlJ news- 
paper. "A. and B are ptaj^og against Y. and Z. A. has 
finally declared Three ilearta /t the second (nek A leads 
a winning trump, and Z (fourth player) renounces A 
turns and quits the tnck (se« Law qs); Y. marks chicane 
A. Is Is the act of leading again when Z. says. ' 1 have a 
trump' He blames Y for not asking tbe usual question 
(ms ijiw 93) at the time when be played void Y apologises, 
says * We do not score, then, for chicane.* and cancels tbe 
points be has put down , 

'"nie play proceeds, and AB wia the odd tnck ’When* 
writing the score, A says . ' We are two down, partocr.' 

B (Dummy) says : ‘ How can we be two down with a re 
yoke ? * Z sow contends that Dummy has cancelled the 
penalty by refetnog to the revoke B repbes that the 
revoke having been announced by Z himself, and admitted 
' by y. when be cancelled tbe chicane score. Dummy is entitled { 
to correct the erroneous score, by Law (/) What are the 
rights of the parties ? " 

Decision —B Is correct . . Dummy has no right to 
assist the declarer, directly ortndirecUy, to discover a zevol.e 
Furthermore, should the declarer have noticed, hu «of 
claimed, an uoadniitted revole, I^mmy has no right to 
remind the declarer to claim it Should Dummy transgress 
in these respects, the deciarer loses his right to a penalty 
But tbe public admission of a revoke by the ofiendiog 
side, fa the presence and beanng of the declarer, naturally 
makes it unnecessary for the declarer to put forward any 
subsequent claim , and Doouny is pot into the same position 
as If the declarer had claimed and proved a previously unad- 
mitted revoke 

In the above case therefore. Dummy Is entitled, by Law 
(/)• to see that the score is correctly recorded * 

* See also Appeudia II. Case No. V. 
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64. If the declarer’s partner, by toucliing a card, 
or otberwise, suggest the play of a taid from Durruny, 
eitber of the adversaries may, but svithout consulting 
Mth his partner, call upon the deciaicr to play or not 
to play the card suggestedv 

65 If the declarer’s partner call the attention of 
the declarer to the fact that he is about to lead from 
the -wrong hand, the adversary on the left of the 
dcdaier may require that the lead be made from 
that hand. 

66. When the declarer draws a card, either from 
his own hand or from Dummy, such card is n9t 
considered as pla>cd until actually quitted 

67. A card once played, or named by the declarer 
as to be played from his own hand or from Dummy, 
cannot be taken back, except to save a revoke. 

68 The declarer's partner may not look over his 
adversaries’ hands, nor leave his seat for the purpose 
of v.atching his partner’s play. 

6g Dummy is not hable to any penalty for a 
revoke, as his adversaries sec his cards. Should he 
revoke, and the error not be discovered until the 
tnck IS turned and quitted, the tnck stands good. 

70 The dedaier is not hable to any penalty for an 
error whence he can gam no advantage Thus he 
may expose some, or all of his cards, without 
incurring any -penalty. 

EXPOSED CARDS 

71. If all the cards have been dealt, and before 
the final declaration has been made, any placer 
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expose a card from his hand, ihe 
left may demand a new deal. If the derd be 
to stand, the exposed card may be taken P 
cannot be called. . _.j. 

T- If. afftr the 6"“! dKtoUon h“ h«n^ 

and before a card is led, the partner of ® 
nho has to lead to the first trick exposes a c^n 
his hand, the declarer may. instead of cal^ 
card, require the leader not to lead the sui 
exposed card. 

CARDS LIABLE TO BE CALLED ^ 

73. Ail cards eiq»sed by the declarCT's 
ate liable to be caUed, and must be left 
on the table; but a card is not 

nhen dropped on the floor, or eiseuhere Ki 
table. ' ‘ 

74. The following are e.xposed cards >- 
I. Two or more cards played at once. 

II. Any card dropped with its face 
or in any way exposed on or 
table, even though snatched up so q™ 
that no one can name it. C3ay’* 

— Accofdu^ to an old deciston ofJ^« 

U a pUyer accidentaUy pat his wlioJe hand (in * " , ‘uid t>« 

face upwards on the table, every card in the h^ -ajned- 
called, although only one card could be seen an 
Tbe Portland Qub ha\e revewsei this decision, ^ 

ruling is that only the card (or cards] that are visioie 

call-d ^ ..... i_ »v« Fttli- 

By a tradi tional decision of * Cavendish ta 
endorsed by Clay, a hand of cards lowered M held ^ ^ 
any card being deUehed from tbe others [lU taw yv;* 
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Wally •• exposed." and cannot be called Hus dedsion 
applied to NVlust laws Identical in vrordinf; witb Laws 
74, 77. and 79 oi tbe Code bere annotated 


75. li cithex o{ tte declarer’s adversaries play to 
an imperfect trick the best card on tbe table, or lead 
ne which is a winning card as against the declarer 
nd his partner, and then lead again, without noting 
or his partner to play, or play several such winning 
:ards/ one after the other, vfithout wmting for his 
partner to play, the latter may be called on to win, 
if he can, the first or any other of those tricks, and 
the other cards thus improperly played axe exposed 
cards. 


76. Should the declarer indicate that all or any 
of the remaining tricks are his, be may be required 
to place his cards face upwards on the table ( but 
they cannot be called. The declarer is not then 
allowed to call any cards which his adversaries may 
liave exposed, nor to take any finesse unless he 
announces it when making his claim. 

Nrt«— No exact deflaitiOD ol the term “finesse** has as 
yet heeQ given by any anthonty on the game. The Fteld 
has decided that it m akes no dilleicace whether the *' finesse '* 
debarred to the declarer has, or has not, been “ previously 
proven a winner*' The Portland Club have decided that 
U Dummy leads ft plain smt, which second player, holding 
Mg. fcnave of tmoips, rofls with the knave, it is not a 
••finesse*' for the dedarer, hal^j ace. queen cd tmmps, to 
ovet-rufl with, the queen. 

77 * If wthcr of the declarer’s adversaries thiovfs 
his cards on the table face upwards, such cards are 
expostd, and liable to be called by the declarer. 

, 78. If all the players throw their cards on the table 
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iace up^wds, the hands are abandoned, and the scon 
must be left as claimed and admitted The hand* 
ma> be e:camined for the purpose of estabhsLing a 
re\ol..e, but for no other purpo^ 

79 A card detached from the rest of the hand of 
euher of the declarer's ad\crsarics, so as to be named. 
IS liable to be called , but should the declarer name a 
uTong card, he is liable to ha\e a suit called when 
first he or his partner ha\c the lead 

80 If a plajer, who has rendered himself liable to 
haw the highest or lowest of a suit called, or to wm 
or not to wan a tnck, fail to p!a> as desired, though 
able to do so, or if when called on to lead one suit, 
lead another, having in his hand one or more cards 
ol that suit demanded, he incurs the penalty of a 
revoke 

81 If either of the declarer's adversaries lead out 
of turn, the declarer may call a suit from him or hi^ 
partner when it is next the turn of either of them to 
lead, or may call the card erroneously led 

he t — has been coatend«d actorduig to tte wording 

of the above Law if A. leads when it u B s tom to lead 
the declarer stay call a stut from either A or B It u ou 
verbally recogruzed however that such b not the intention 
of the Law and that the true uterpretaboa is that when it is 
next the turn of either adversary to lead, the declarer may 
call a suit from that particular adversary If A. leads when 
It IS B. 3 turn to lead and the declarer decides to eail a suit, 
he must call it from B immediately If on the other hand 
he decides to call the card enoueously led the usual pracbee 
is to request A to place it face upward on the table and E. 
then leads whatever card be pleases 

Th- following Case at Wh»t under a Law identical m 
wording with Law 8i of the Code here annotated was 
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decided by “ Caveadisb “ and has been since then tradi- 
lioaally accepted 

A. leads and the other three playeie lollow suit A 
playa another card (it not beug hts lead) and proceeds to 
gather the five cards into one tnek. On being told oi it, A 
» Tp 1?ins his attention has been diverted and that he 
thought he bad not played to the tack The adversaries 
claim to be entitled to the peoaluea ior a lead out of turn 
on the ground that the penalty should depend not on the 
actual Intention ol the player, but on hu possible intention 
OrcisiOK — A has not led out o£ turn he has merely 
exposed a card. The ab&tract principle pleaded by the 
adversaries is quite sound but it does cot apply to this case 
A '3 'word must be taken as correctly representing the £act 
that be played a second tune to one tnck. 

82 li the declarer lead out oi turn, either from hu 
own hand or from Dummy, he incurs no penalty , 
but he may not rectify the error after the second hand 
has play ed. unless called upon by either adversary to 
do so 

83 If any player lead out of turn, and the other 
three have followed him the tnck is complete, and 
the error cannot be rectified , but if only the second, 
wthe second and third, have played to the false 
lead, their cards, on discovery ol the mistake can be 
taken back , and there is no penalty against any 
one, excepting the onginal offender, and then only 
when he » one of the dedarer's adversanes 

84 In no case can a player be compelled to play 
a card wUidi would oblige him to revoke 

85 The call o( a card ma> be repealed udIiI such 
card has been played 

£6 II a play’CT called on to lead a suit have none 
of It. Uie penally is paid 
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CARDS PLAYED IN ERROR, OR NOT 
PLAYED TO A TRICK 

87 Should the fourth hand play before the second, 
the latter (not bemg Dummy or his partner) may be 
called on to \vm, or not to win, the trick, or to discard 
from a suit spcafied by the declarer (subject to 
Law 84) 

88 If any one (not being Dummy) omit playing 
to a former tnck, and such error be not discovered 
until he has played to the neirt, the adversanes may 
claim a new deal j should they decide that the deal 
stands good, or should Dummy have omitted to plaj 
to a former tnck, and such error be not discovered 
till he shall have played to the next, the surplus card 
at the end of the hand is considered to have been 
played to tlic imperfect tnck, but does not constitute 
a revoke therein. 

89 If any one play two cards to the same tnck, 
or mix a card with a tnck to which it does not pro- 
perly belong, and the mistake be not disco\’ered until 
the hand is plaj-ed out, he (not being Dumm^) is 
answerable for all consequent revokes he maj have 
made If, dunng the play of the hand, the error be 
detected, the tncks may be munted face downwards, 
in order to ascertain whether there be among them a 
card too many ; should this be the case they may be 
searclicd. and the card restored , the player (not being 
Dummy) is. however, baUe for all revokes which he 
may have meanwhile made 

THE REVOKE 

90 Is when a player (other than Dummy), hold 
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ing one or more cards of the suit led, plays a card of a 
different suit 

91 The penalty lor eadi rcvoLe shall be — 

(a) When the dedarer revokes, his adver 
saries shall score 150 points in addition to 
any penalty which he may have incurred 
for not making good his declaration 
(&) When either of the adversaries revoke, 
the declarer may score 150 points, or may 
take three tncks from his opponents and 
add them to his own Such tncks taken 
as a penalty may assist the declarer to 
nuke good his dedaration but they shall 
not entitle him to score any bonus in the 
case of the declaration having being 
doubled or re-doubled. 

The penalty of 150 points is not affected by 
doubling or re-doubUng 

In no circumstances can partners score anything 
except (or honours or Queane on a hand m which one 
of them has revoked 

92 A revoke is established if the tnck in which 
it occurs has been turned and quitted — t e , the hand 
removed from that tnck after it has been turned face 
downwards on tlie table— or if either the revniking 
phyer Or his partner whether in lus right turn or 
otherwise lead or play to the following tnck. 

Nol# —It baj t'«a dKlded by the Portland Club ttat to 
threw the rest of ooe 9 cards on the table (abosdonujg tb# 
hand) U an act of pUj (nfhaeot to e9tabli.b a rereke. 
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93 A player may ask his partner whether he has 
not a card of the suit whidi he has renounced ; should 
the question be asked before the tnck is turned and 
quitted, subsequent turning and quitting does not 
estabhdi the revoke, and the error may be corrected, 
unless the question be answered m the negative, or 
unless the revoking player or his partner have led or 
played to the following trick. 

— ^The 'wording of «hi< Law has sometimes led to 
misandeistanding Tt ** the qnesticm be answered m the 
negative * the error may sittt be correeted provided always 
that the revoke has not been ** established in one of the 
modes defined u Law qa 

94 At the end of the hand, the claimants of a 
re\oke may search all the tncks 

95 If a play er discover his mistake in tune to sat e 
a re'voke, any player or players who have played 
after him may withdraw then cards and substitute 
others, and their cards withdrawn are not liable to be 
called If the player in fault be one of the declarer's 
adversaries, the declarer may call the card thus play ed 
m error, or may require him to play his highest or 
lowest card to that tnck in which he has renounced 

96 If the play er in fault be the declarer, the eldest 
hand may requue him to play* the highest or lowest 
card of the suit in which be has renounced, provided 
both of the declarer's adversanes have played to the 
current tnck; but this penalty cannot be exacted 
from the declarer when he is fourth in hand, nor can 
It be enforced at all from Dummy 

97 After a revuke has been claimed, If the accused 
player or his partner mix tl e cards I'cfore they' ^a^•c 
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been su^aently examined by the adversaries, the 
revoke is established 

98 A revoke cannot be claimed after the cards 
have been cut for the following deal 

99 If a revoke occur, be claimed and proved, bets 
on the odd tnck, or on the amotmt of the score, must 
be decided by the actual state of the score after the 
penalty is paid 

100 Sho^d both sides subiect themselves to the 
penalty for a revoke, neither side can score anything, 
except for honours or Chicane , should either or both 
sides revoke more than once, the side making the 
fewest revokes scores 150 points for each extrarevoke 

CALLING FOR NEW CARDS 
lot Any player (on paying for them) before, but 
not after, the pack be cut for the deal, may call for 
fresh cards He must call for two new packs, of 
which the dealer takes his choice 
GENERAL RULES 

102 Any one dunng the play of a tnck, or after 
the four cards are played, and before, but not after, 
they are toudied for the purpose of gathering them 
together, may demand that the cards be placed before 
their respective players 

103 If either of the declarer’s adversaries, pnor 
to his partner playmg should call attention to the 
tnck— either by saying that it is his, or by naming 
his card, or, without being required so to do, by draw- 
ing it towards him— the declarer may require that 
opponent's partner to play his highest or lowest of 
the suit then led, or to wm or not to win the tnck 

c 
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104 Should the partner of the plajcr, solely 
entitled to exact a penalty, suggest or demand the 
enforcement of it , no penalty can be enforced, but he 1$ 
entitled to call his partner's attention to the fact that 
an oflence has been committed (subject to Law 63) 
Should anj plajer claim a penalty to which he is not 
entitled he loses his right to exact any penalty 

105 In all cases where a penalty has been incurred 
the offender is bound to give reasonable time for the 
deasion of his adversaries 

106 If a b^’stander roalce any remark which calls 
the attention of a player or players to an oversight 
affecting the score he is liable to be called on by the 
players only, to pay the stakes and all bets on that 
game or rubber 

107 Bets on the result of a rubber are won by the 
winners on points If a rubber is concluded under 
Law 14 bets made on that rubber are annulled 

Kots — Tbe practice at the Portland Club is that no mosey 
passes when the balance oi points won on the rubber does 
not exceed 35 In such an eventuality, bets on the rubber 
are void 

108 A bystander, by agreement among the 
players, may deade any question 

109 A card or cards torn or marked must be either 
replaced by agreement, or new cards called at the 
expense of the table 

no Once a tnck is complete, turned and quitted 
it must not be looked at (eisept under Law 89) until 
the end of the hand 



ETIQUETTE OE ROYAL AUCTION 
, BRIDGE 

The following rules belong to the established 
Etiquette ol Royal Auction Bridge. Tliey lire not 
caUed laws, as it is difficult — in some cases iinpoKible 

to apply any penalty to their infraction, and the 

only remedy is to cease to play with players who 
habitually disregard them 

It IS unfair to purposely malce a declaration whidi 
IS insufficient to overbid the previous one 

Any one, having the lead and one or more winning 
cards to play, should not draw a second card out of 
his hand until his partner has played to the first tnck, 
such act being a distinct intimation that the former 
has placed a winning card 

A player who has looked at his cards, ought not to 
give any indication by word or gesture as to the nature 
ot his hand, or call the attention of his partner to the 
score of the game. 

A player who desires the cards to be placed, should 
do it for his own information only, and not in order 
to mvite the attention of his partner 

No player should object to refer to a bystander, 
who professes himself uninterested in the game and 
able to decide, a disputed question of facts, as to who 
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INTRODUCTORY 

Long before the adoption, by the Portland and other 
leading dubs, of the present scale of values for the 
various dedarations, it ivas freely admitted that 
the old method (2. 4, 6, 8, 12) of counting the values 
of the suits, leading to a ridiculous preponderance 
of No trumpers, and an equally ridiculous outlawry 
of Spade calls, was wholly unsaentific and unsatis- 
factory. Many letters did, in fact, appear on the 
subject m Bntish newspapers \nth tentativ e sugges- 
tions of possible ways of improvement , but, as oft6n 
happens, while \se on this side the Atlantic did no- 
thin for a long time but talk round and round the 
subject, the Americans set to work to translate their 
ideas into action 

The first step was the permission to dedare Spades 
at 10 per tnck in addition to its previous value of 
2 per trick. With this value, the svut was termed 
“Ro^al Spades" or simply "Royals" About, or 
prior to, the autumn of 3910, card plaj ers in Boston 
(USA) tried reduong this s*alue to 9, so that one 
more tnck might be necessary than in No trumps to 
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win tlie game from a love score. In tiie writer of 
jgio, this idea was brought to the notice of Milton 
C Work by a Boston visitor to the Racquet Club at 
rhiladclplua Mr Work, already famous as a wnter 
on \Vhist and Bndge, after caxcfuUj considering the 
merits and dements of the new plan, came to the 
conclusion that the wlues o! the suits were still badly 
out o! balance, and advocated the experiment of 
raising clubs and diamonds to 6 and 7 Tcspceti\el>, 
while No-trumps were to be reduced to 10 An un- 
broken chain of values 6,7,8,9,10 was thus arrived 
at, the isolated value of 2 for ordinary* Spades being, 
howeter, still retained Tins was in March, TQxz. 
In the summer of that year, Mr Work took the " new 
count " with him to Saranac Lake, where it 'vos 
pUy'ed all the time, and whence it spread all oxer 
America In September, 1911, it was incorporated 
by the Philadelphia Racquet Club into its code of 
laws, and xvas almost immediately aftcnvaxds adopted 
by the New York Bndge Whist Club, although the 
\\Tiist Club in that aty did not give it ofEaal 
sanction until September, 1912 

tVho first proposed the double value for the spade 
suit, and how the term " Lilly " or '* Lily " arose 
for the enhanced reckoning, it seems impossible to 
discover A story is current, however, to the efiect 
that a stranger, who on cutting into a certain rubber 
was informed of the innovation, remarked, as he 
sorted his cards ''So you have made the black 
fellow king of all the suits, eh ? Well, I ve got some 
of the royal family myself, sO we 11 call this a Lilnioka- 
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lam " Not being sure o! the correct pronunaation 
ot the name ot the former Queen of the Sandwich 
Islands, placers first cut down the sobriquet to 
Whofios, and finally to Wlies Whether the tale be 
true or not, it seems certain tliat the word was origin- 
ally spelled, not wth one I, but with two 
Upon this form of the game the Fhlladelplua 
school of plajers engrafted an elaborate sj-stem of 
conventional declarations, known as the High Spade 
calls, m which the complete senes of Spade declara 
tions, from Two up to Seven were utibicd for the 
purpose of convejing information from partner to 
partner as to the of hand held by each 
For some time great things were expected from this 
carefully worked out scheme of *' mformatorj ” bid- 
ding, but after New York players of the better class 
had discussed and experimented vnth it sufficiently, 
they came to the condusion that it was much more 
elaborate than useful andexpressed a deaded opinion 
that when a hand is good enough for either of two 
winning declarations and when the holder of it does 
not care which of them is adopted by the partnership 
for a two tnck contract, he might just as well make 
the choice himself 

lu England the system was generally regarded 
with disfavour from its earliest inception the chief 
ground oi objection being its arbitrary and artifiaal 
character, and the fact that a bid made m one suit 
n-as to be interpreted as signifying strength in 
another The most effectual way of destroying the 
mischief root and brandi was deemed to be the com- 
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plete abohtion of the lower value for Spades, and this 
step was offiaally taken by the publication of a new 
Code of Laws, framed by a coostiltative committee of 
Six of the best known London West-End dubs, and 
finallj appro^ed and adopted by the Portland Qub 
m May, 1914 This code will ^ found terhaiim at 
the beginning of the present handbook 

A Table is set out below of the elementary sconng 
values {see Laws 4 to 10 of the Code referred to 
abo\e) 


When Trump Suit is . , 

A 

0 

•7 

4 * 

Each Trick abo\e six « . . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Three Honours ..... 

12 

14 

z6 

18 

Four Honours ..... 

24 

28 

3 « 

36 

Five Honours 

30 

35 

40 

45 

Four Honours in one hand . 

48 

56 

64 

72 

Five Honours, 4 in one hand 

54 

63 

73 

61 

Five Honours in one hand 

60 

70 

Bo 

90 

Chicane . . ... 

12 

14 

16 

18 

Double Chicane 

24 

28 

32 

36 

No Tbumps— E ach Trick above 

SIX . 


lO 

Three Aces 




30 

Four Aces 




40 

Four Aces it 

i one hand 

. lOO 


Little Slam, 50. Grand Slam, 100. Rubber, 250 
Game, 30 points, obtained by tncks only. 

It will be ob<er\’cd that, relatively to Tnck Nwlnes, 
the Honour values proceed pteasdy as in ordinary 
Bridge. 



ROYAL AUCTION? BRIDGE 43 

general routine 

Vxs, being Ibc same as itt tlie old Auction Bridge, 
it IS unnecessary to recapitulate it here. Those who 
wish for further inlonnation are recommended to 
study Attclion Bridge and Hoip io Play H, written 
by Captam H. S Brov-ning, and published by Messrs. 
Routlcdge & Sons, Ltd We shall here proceed 
at once to the consideration ol 

ORIGINAL DECLARATIONS BY THE 
DEALER 

It has been remaiUd by a slangy but entertaining 
ivriler that declarations are made for three pur- 
poses,— 

(а) To give information 

(б) To obtain the contract. 

(c) To push a mug. 

With purpose (c), which, being interpreted, signi- 
fieth to induce an opponent to go be>ond his depth, 
with the charitable intention of wTitching him drown, 

I shall not deal in these pages You have first to 
make sure that you have really got hold of a " mug," 
and you have secondly to be caiehd that he does not 
hoist you noth your own petard It is, in fact, 
entirely a matter of the personal equation. 

Purposes (a) and fb) demand careful consideration, 
most of all in the case of the first call of the hand. 
It IS rarely that the dealer wishes — and he would be 
foohsh li he did often wisih— to play the hand straight 
away on his first declaration. In the cases when he 
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docs so wish — ^whicli cases will be dealt ^iith in their 
proper place — he bids as high as he can, so as (i) to 
compel his opponents — and ( 2 ) to request his partner 
—to keep their mouths shut 

The aim of the partnership should be to ascertain 
uhat really is the most advantageous declaration for 
the tuentj -six cards uhich are held between both the 
plajers, not for the thirteen cards which have been 
dealt to one of the two They will never succeed in 
this aim of theirs unless perfectly clear rules are 
formulated as to the meanmg of ea^ other's declara- 
tions, and ««f«S5 ihttt rules are slncily adhered to 
Regard it, theielorc as a saoed obligation alwaj’s to 
speak the truth to an mtelhgent partner Only thus 
will he learn to trust y ou and you will dn % e smoothly 
with him in double harness 
It has been said conveniently but laxly, that 
Auction Badge is * a game of aces and kings This 
does not mean that acesand kmgs are of greater relative 
value than at ordinary Bndge , but it does mean that 
the primary information j our partner needs from j on 
ts not whether you bold a loi^ stnng of low cards in 
a suit, but in which suits you hold top cards The 
reason being that all such top cards retain their value 
both when some other suit has been made trumps, and 
when there are no trumps at all. 

In the transition penod of the game, when spades 
still retained their dual value, all the best players in 
America and nearly all the best players m England, 
beaded by Mr Wiliam Dalton considered it a pnme 
axiom that the engtra/ declaration of a suit is a com 


ROYAL AUCTION BRIDGE 45 

pletely trustworthy announcement to the dctiaici’s 
partner that the suit is headed by at least 1 mg or 
ace. it not by both ” It seems to be gcncraUy con* 
ceded ' ^ys an esteemed Transatlantic wntcr m his 
most fully-considered work,* “that the first call 
made by a play er should he as informatory as possible, 
and the minds of expert declarers m all parts of the 
country have come together upon a logical plan winch 
simplifies the first bid and also makes it most compre- 
hensive’ Great stress IS laid on this 'most vital” 
pnnaple, and it is prodauned that * the foundation 
of modern bidding rests upon the rule, which is 
without exception, that the original hid of One m 
a suit indicates a suit headed by ace or king, if not 
both ’’ 

Is there any reason why the abolition of the lower 
value of spades should modify this dtetum ? llr 
Dalton IS strongly of the contrary opinion He says * 

' An original bid of a suit must have high cards at 
the head of it A very good rule is that you ought 
not to declare a suit vnlhout at least two certain 
tncks in it against any combination of the cards 
Such suits as queen and four small ones, or six headed 
by knave or ten are not calls at all They cannot 
be anything but misleading They were bad enough 
at Auction Bridge but they are worse still at Royal 
Auction where the bidding is so much higher * 
There are two recent writers on the game who take 
a different view— Mr Edmund Robertson and Bas 

* Milton C Work Judton Dtvelopmenta 19x4 p 59 

* Hoyal Ah lion DnSfe 4U1 edition 1915 p ^8 
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cule " The latter, indeed, claims to be the originator 
o{ the system o£ dedanng “ upon mere numencal 
strength, as opposed to high cards in the proposed 
trump smt, provided that the declarer has certain 
other elements oi strength m his hand, which tahe 
It out of the general rule ’ He states his behef that 
the ne^v prinaple, although it "has been a long time 
in gaimng the recogmtion which he ventures to thml 
It deserves, is now uniformly acted upon by the 
majority ol enlightened players, though it is still 
unmentioned m most text books It is a principle 
of great importance because it widens the basis of 
the potential trump declaration, and it confers a 
distinct advantage upon the pla>er3 by whom it is 
recogiuzed and acted upon " * 

I cannot assent to the claims thus put for\\’ard and 
am ol opinion that "the majority oi enhghtened 
placers ' still adhere unflinchingly to the basic prin- 
ciple of Messrs Dalton and Milton C Work Nor 
can the daun to be the pioneer oi a new and advan- 
tageous principle be substantiated for, as a matter 
of fact, the supposed " nos elty ’ is the one idea upon 
which e\cry tyro m the game at once pounces with 
avidity, and from which he can onlj be weaned by 
the constant and pertinacious preadung of more 
cxpeneiiccd and wiser plajers 

heiertheless solely m the case of declarations of 
one of the two ‘ major' suits (spades and hearts), 
1 concede that a certam amount of latitude is occa 

* Royal Auziion Enigt By ' Baseule " J«cw edition 
19*3 p 
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wm be defined a little later on. 

In the meoiitime. the learner cannot do better 
expensive 

and the most exasperating misnndctstnndinThate 
been proved, over and over again, to be thorvh?e^ 
anse from a hebef in the existence of cards, cood'for 
ricks, in partner's hand, which evcntuallv turn out 

nrx’r.r— 

WHEN TO BID ONE IN A SUIT 
I consider a clear comprehension of and an 
swerving adherence to, the rules under th.= 
absolutely the most important point of the 
I therefore put it in the forefront instead of as ! 
hewing with the consideration of No t^^ ’ 
•ae promotion of the club suit froiT^ , n 
makes it possible to cive a s,nnl. * ^ 

under this head for all the foL sf! 
diamonds, hearts and spadea 
The essential effect of the modem scale , 

IS that the old distinction between an "a«* 7 ^ ““ 
and a ' defensive ' call has been oblAerate^"® ’’ 

practicable °n the declaration of anv one oHh 

suits, to vvm the game from the score of love ' T 
trumps, nine tricks arc required m S 
Hearts, Un tnclvs . in Diamonds 'and 

eleven 
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tricks Hen<» Spades and Hearts are classed to- 
gether as the " Major," Diamonds and Quhs as the 
"Minor" suits The difference js an appreciable 
one, but it is o diffefertte of dtgru only, not of htnd 
In the case of every suit, tw conditions must be 
fulfilled. There must he (i) a certain length (gener- 
ally five, ntver fewer than four) m the trump suit , 
and there must be (2) a certain high-card strength, 
either concentrated in the trump suit, or distributed 
beUveen that suit and the rest of the band If there 
are only four trumps, the high cards must be all 
honours With nothing in the plain suits, tfie 
honours must be at least A. K. Q. 10 With K, Q, 
J, xo only m trumps, there must be one sure trick 
outside For example — 

^ ♦ 0 ♦ 

7, 6, 5; AKQio, 964, 833 

7, 6 5 : K. Q. 4 , K, Q, J, 10 , 8, 3 2 

Similarly, with trumps a little weaker than m 
the fonner case, and the other cards a little 
stronger — 

^ * 0 ❖ 

Q J. 5 J 7 6, 4 , A, Q J 10 , 833 

7. 6 5 ; , Q J 4 , 9 6, 4 . A. Q, J. 10 

In hands such as the above, the value of the four 
honours in one hand has been taken into considcra 
tion A second class of hands, with five trumps, we 
maj sum up bj sajing that in high cards there must 
be at least a^-crage strength (ace king, queen, 
kna\’e, 10, or their equivalents) and that the trumps 
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must L« headed by at least ace to • i • • 

rot example : ' • to . or Lmg, Inavc. 

t? 4. 

5Va' K'.Q.Jwst 

^>J-6,5,4; 8.7* - £ ®'7- 

K.Q.5: A7«.6,5.4:'d\V: ' 

«v^-^:y;;^rTbeLr,^ >or 

cue certain trick outside • or if the t* '' ““d 

imnimum two honours (king knae^w’’' 
extra plain-suit strenah of ™ ' 'l'" 

another;- ^ teavc and 

tJ ♦ 

A. 9 . 8 , 7 , 6 , 5 ; K.Q: „? ♦ 

6 , 5 ; K T R » < 9>0, 4 J 10 , 2 , 

In hands containing' 

Ugh-card strenah is permisfibie. for ui'thfiv'^' 

It IS dtvay-5 of special advantage to hold ^ 

^pable of estabhshment by helo „r .J 

Suj h_ands -as these may Jeo^td^^dt a^'h 

A.10,6,5,4;J,io,7; K,Q, 8 ,y 5 . 

I consider aU the above hands as t’ ■ " 

tninimum strength that must be held the 

the bidding on a sound basis To m ^ ^ 

I set out hands shghtly bdow what I he v ‘i"® '•'ur. 
being necessary. defined as 
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NOT ORIGINAL DECLARATIONS 


9 . ♦ 

0 


K, 10, 7, 6, 5. 

K.9,6; 

Q.J.4 

10,7,6,5; Q.J.4J 

K.QJ,7i 

; 6,5 

7.6.5; *A.K.J.4| 

9,7.6: 

10, 8,4 

7. 6. 5 ; 10, 8. 4 ; 

9.7.6; 

K.Q.J. 10 

J, 10. 75 A. 10, 6.5,4; 

Q, 7. 6 : 

8.4 

A, 9. 8, 7, 6; Q. J,6.4; 

7.6; 

8,4 


The first and last of the above hands are recom- 
mended in a recent handbook as soimd onginal One- 
Heart calls The second, third, and fourth look e\eo 
more seductive. Nevertheless, they will be found, on 
careful analysis, to be essentially defensive, not attack- 
ing, hands ; and the temptation should be resisted. 
Some of these hands are quite excellent for assisting 
your partner after he has declared , but that is a 
different matter, as it is often necessary to run a cer- 
tarn risk in the effort to save a game or " push “ the 
opponent There is no need to run any sudi nsk in 
the onginal call of the hand When your hand is of 
less than average strength, let some one else start 
the biddmg • you will find that they will not be 
backward in doing so 

Referring back to our typical calls, and 

to the three purposes defined on page 43 we shall 
notice that, with all the hands recommended as sound 
the declarer docs (a) impart information ; and is (J) 
prepared, if necessary, to undertake his contract 
Neither aimissacnficedtothe other. Underthe obso- 
lete count, there was current an ongmal call known as 
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[-ssrirr— 

partner to caU No tnimti ,# instruct your 

to do so ' Ti«e TTwi 

advocates tie retention cl the ime dlf “'T 

t.ona^'rio™a\U re^andCly 

and tno or more others or trom V ace 

least one another Ifthesmttmair™' “r? 
taiave and others ol any kind f h. o i* '°”6' 

« <0 pass, il It ,s impossihle to „U «'me 

For^instance. caU O^ne ClnbontheMo^stn^”! 

r}'_ 

ba;;d^s?m“de:xrr^^^^^^^ 

player who ready understands the “Y 

expect anything more than the ace orth |'°'"'’ll"et 

But the ace should have at least two oth^"®' 

It, and the king, queen should have anoth “““"ath 
them ■ I another one with 

1 quote this strange advice with the san,. 
as led the anaent Spartans to exhibit to ta I"”!** 
sons the degradation of the helot Iq young 
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may operate as an awful warning There is one thing, 
and one thing only, to be done with each of the above 
hands, and that is, to pass They do not contain 
the vestige of an excuse for any declaration at all 
Never forget the golden rule of a well known 
American teacher of the game • " Every bid must be 
a mala ’’ That is to say, every bid must be a sub- 
stantive and honi fidt offer to play the hand with 
the declared suit as trumps, if the rest of the table 
leave j on alone I gncve to think of the fate in store 
for you with the above calls of “ One Club,” in the 
event oi the other three plajers merely remaining 
silent 

The so-called onginal ” Informatory Call ” is a 
rehc of the Dark Ages , and the fhst thing the learner 
has to do is to forget that it ever existed 
From your first call of One m a suit your partner 
must always be justified In draivuig the following 
inferences — 

(fl) That mth the support from him on which it is 
reasonable for j-ou to reckon >ou may be expected to 
win the odd tnck if }ou be left in with the call 
(6) That jou can take care of the suit jou haiv 
declared if he or the enemy call No-trumps 

(c) That It will be adiiintageous for him to lead 
>ou >-our declared suit at the first opportumtj 
Bearing the preceding in xmod it becomes easy to 
see why even the following liand. although consider 
ably stronger than the examples just cited, is nol an 
onginal One Club bid — 

7 9. 8, 6 ; 4* A K. 7 , 0 A Q 4 ; ♦ lo, 9, 5 3 
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W mto adrancirs 
Qute too far. oa his o™ cards • ( 2 ) mto loading j-on 
a club apmst aNotrumpcr Itisa supporting hid 
Md nothing else , and if yon hold itTdeafer you 
pass as a matter of course ' ' 

It IS, however, laid down by M C Work (a then, d,. 
M andestMmedauthonty) that with the Lceptional 
holdi^ of a four-card smt headed by ace hnc 
together with ace, king m a shorter sm^f t 

may be originally bid in the four-card Imt 
you may call One Diamond on the foUo™E . ' 

<JA,K, 7 , ♦ 6 . 4 ,a[ <>A.K, 8 . 5 : ♦ 96,3 

Simdaily, One Club, if diamonds and clubs h 
interchanged Some players might venture One 
trump, but I should not think it sound 
Here is another highly enceptional holding _ 
<59 6 5,4. ♦A,K,Q. OA.K.Q. 

which, contrariwise, is not a suit eaU but , v' 
trumper. ' ^ ^ ^o- 

Do not, therefore, declare originahv One t- , 
the longest suit of any one of the following hM^ 
spite of the fact that a current manual on the “ 
advises you to do so — " '''= E=me 


<? 

Q 9 8 7 6, 
A.5 4. 

8,7,6. 

A. 5.41 


♦ 

7 3 2 I 
10 9 , 

A J 10 , 

Q J 9 8,7. 


0 

K Q 7. 

A 10 8 , 

S Q ro,9, 
10 8, 


J.to.s 
652 
A, 5, a 


7,4. 
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Even wth eight spades or hearts, qneen high, ^ 
no other high cards, follow the same general r'“** 
As it IS difficult for old Whist or Bndge plaj cr® 
understand the evil consequences that may fo^°^ 
from a violation of our basic pnnaple, it is adws.^°‘* 
to gi\e an illustration. A selected deal does 
pro\e anything, of course, but may ne\erthc^®®® 
make clearer the rahonat* of the rule. 

^ A, 9 6. 


0 J.10.8. 5.3. 
♦ 3 2 

<9 8.4 

♦ 9. 8, 7. 6, 5 

4 10. 

<97.3 



0 9,2 

♦ Q.J.8 9 7. 6. 5.4 

This IS how the cards actually fell the deal 
not been “ packed " for eflect. It will be obser^®^ 
that the distribution is quite a fair and natural 0 ®* 
At the score of love all, Z deals Now, it is 
that Z may rightfully be quite content to pl^y 
the deal with spades for trumps If Y any 
plain-suit cards, the spades will defend them spl^* 
didly ; if Y has no go^ cards, there is nothing to ^ 
eftected in any case, and Ihe sac very probable traJ®P 
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faida nmst prevent serions loss As n 

mem, aU this is sound a, a beU 

the same is not \Vhist but A^iou ° i 

mo gomg to have something to s^J .v 

nnd so K the partner. ^ “Y m the matter. 

A seeond important point is that .a 
l^t nsk in commeneinB vrith a tvi 
rek that every other plajer » m> 

he thro™ np. there are tour 
qu^ and three knaves divideTun 
nndB.: and some one of the tw„ ’^ A.. Y.. 

that he win deelare upon “ ““* '^''= a hand 
It may be suggested, by those 
ought to eall. that with hb "6"' <101 Z. 

and weakness in the other suits ^ ^Paies 

oalUaS Two Spades ; and wrwi" hy 

that he does so. the eaU pJliy’S"'- 
by preventmg A. from showng h^m “ 
can only pass. Y. of eourse he 

> An advocate ol tie tyeteni ot eall ' 

approve has suggested that Y's ^Juch i 

first round -mth Two No-tnunp, ®'^wcaU ri 

declaring more important th^ aaoth'^^? ^ ^ to^ 
ltd «A« ths call cuih y<n.rS ^ 

more honoured m the breach ^ ut, 

ntnyetewauccallete. Z h 

responsible for this hand 

will let me alone.'- Now npjo^ 

fore no possible excuse for mterlSjt 
the biddmg might go Z . One Spade ■ 

Y . Two No-tmmps (showing ' J»o 

Three Hearts, Z, Three Spades a r ^^^Ondsi 

Four Nr^-tntmn, *n<t the t».v.u ' * OOX Rp-- ' • " 


ee Hearts, Z. Three Spades, a r 
Four No-trumps . tJ»e *esult fa BrL, “s®* Hearts- 5> 
intfidJ bid betng the error. *v U ^ 
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support, and he understands that Z wishes to be let 
alone, >t possible B calls Three Hearts Z JS 
driven to Tliree Spades (otherwise the game seems 
gone) A. assists his partner wth Four Hearts {his 
three sure tricks m diamonds and smgleton spade 
fully justify this, even though he has only two hearts) 
Y now shows his sure stopper m the opponents’ suft 
by bidding Four No trumps : he holds four certain 
tricks, and naturally credits Z mth a genuine Spade 
call B passes, and Z.’s case is a parlous one If he 
passes, the call stands , B opens his hearts, and Y • 
who has contracted for ten tricks, can make just 
four I 

It IS possible that Z may drag bis partner out of the 
pitfall which he originally dug for him by overcalling 
with Five Spades , m which case be gets off more 
easily, being only two tncks down, as A ^viU open his 
diamonds in preference to leading the hearts which he 
knows are commanded by Y If B is fanuhar with 
Z ’s ^va}’s, he probably doubles the Five Spades, m 
which case Z 's loss wiU be 218 — nearly the value of 
the rubber points 

Now see the difference if Z , as he ought, begins by 
passing A will in this case call One Diamond 
(naturallj a disadvantage to YZ).Y One No trump 
(which is correct, as he is sure to stop the diamonds 
on fourth round, and has five of the suit) B., Tuti 
Hearts 

This IS the moment for Z to come m with Two 
Spades He will tl.us make the position quite clear 
to Y., who knows his partner must haw a long suit 
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Y 13 wtU al^•are that he cannot pursue lus 
No trumper, but must assist the sna*^.»« ^ \ » 

=u.t strength . he caUs Three 

he“ tv;\fa « 

^ can ™ly™t;o<hamoni'andTheT^Un/“t 
trumps II he caUs Four Hearts ar,r„ ^ v. ® ' 

and A pass, but Y doubles .^dAB S df 
go dom whether Z opens with his M„h , to 

heart-crediting Y with the ace ® “ 

I.“STe\1wl;rh?rS‘“^ 

Hearts (but not Diamonds or Qubs) mal be d ? ” 
mthout either ace or Ijng ' declared 

li there is rirrngW, cnm,ih ,n Ih, p,a,„ 
pensate lor the deficiency m trum~ and . “®- 
suit itsell IS sufficiently long, the dial™ 
fibly argue that he is independent ol fnytSnLb“°"' 
partner may do II the latter has a we^fe f 
xthe IS weak m trumps) the dealer » ad- 

lected Ifthepartner'hasastrongCd^''>’>’™- 

No trumps the dealer has fine support’ 
opponents have the No trumper, 2 stiU^^ 

spades opened unless (which is verv 

has a suit which he is sure is a better one ^ 
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let us say, that the dealer holds queen, knave, lo to 
eight spades, and two certain tncks outside The 
position IS now a very diflerent one Something hke 
the foUonTJig is quite a moderate expectation 


‘7 8 . 4 - 

♦ Q 8. 7,6.5 

0 A, J. 10. 7, 4 

♦ 9 


^ 9, 7. 6 

* A, K, 9 

0 9. 8. 5. 3. 2 

♦ 32 



17 K Q X10.5 2 

+ J,I0,4,2 
06 

♦ A.K. 


OA.3 

+ 3 

OK.Q 

« Q. J. 10. 8, 7, 6, 5 4. 


I make no objection to Z 's beginning with One 
Spade : but think that be would do better to call 
Three straight away It is not a hand on which he 
desires to encourage conversation between the oppon- 
ents, nor IS he at ^ anxious to hear from his partner 
However, let us assume, for argument’s sake, that 
he says One Spade. A , tnfh hts stngUlon spai^^ 
and the call being a forced one — might say Two Dia- 
monds Y, passes. B , Two Hearts Z , Three Spades. 
A. and Y , No B , Four Hearts Z , Four Spades 
(this IS the himt, as he fully expects to lose tivo 
spades and a diamond). 
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^Vhat IS B going to do ? I( he calls Five Hearts, 
he goes down two tncks, YZ. wtU make ace of 
hearts ace king of dubs, and a niff on third round of 
dubs And if B does not overcall, YZ make their 
contract Z gets nd of his losing heart on Y 's second 
dub and AB only wnn two trumps and the ace of 
diamonds 


TWO SUIT HANDS 

There are hands on which, according to the pnn- 
aples abo^e set forth it would be equally correct, so 
far as information to partner la concerned to begin 
oy dedanng One m ^ 

example 


. 2 ^ ❖ 

V ^^Q32»32, 

K.“.9 3 2.A,K.io3 2.3 2. 

KBJn,9n.3e 


♦ 

AQJ32 


^ such holdings as these, the modem practice is 
0 begin by dedanng the more expensive suit, and to 
show the other suit later on, as opportunity may 
occur Your partner is thus offered the chance (of 
which he should take advantage) of showng which of 
the two suits is the more suitable to his own hand 
If he prefers the second suit, he lets it stand , or, 
should It be overbid he raises it If he considers the 
suit first called to be the more advantageous he reverts 
to it (whether it be overcalled or no) , and the object 
of dedanng the cheaper smt at the laier stage 13 jq 
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enable him so to re^'ert to the earher call mlhoui 
tttcreastng ihe ntimler of bnchs If, on the first of the 
hands given above, jon begin with One Spade, and 
if, after Two Hearts have been bid against jou, you 
go on to Three Clubs, jour partner can shon that tbe 
former suit fits m better with his own cards by bid- 
ding Three Spades If the Three-club call be passed 
up to him and he does not so over call, it is an an- 
nouncement on his part that either he is indiflerent, 
or that he prefers the clubs to the spades 

Illustrative Hand No VIIl* furnishes an eicam- 
ple At love all, in the rubber game, the dealer Z 
holds 

t?AQ54a, +8, 4, <>9 ♦A, Q8,32, 

and starts with One Spade A , Two Clubs Y , 
Two Diamonds B , No Z , Two Hearts A , No. 
Y , No B , Three Gabs 
Now Z has nothing further to say, but passes the 
call, knowing that Y has the exact measure of the 
situation A. pjases also and Y calls Three Hearts, 
on which the hand is placed It will be seen that in 
hearts he holds king, knave 7 , but m spades only 
the 5 and 4 

This rational “conversation’* between partner 
and partner is likely to be of the most value when 
both the suits are major ones , but a similar advan- 
tage may accrue in other cases also 

' See Boya Amcli»n Bndgf tXt Art and Prertict con 
ta^olsg 4$ lUmtrative lluds (tune BQthor uid ptibUiber u 
tbe preeent work) 
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The first and the third of the three hands ^vcn 
on p.59 were sent by me in 1913 to that most abie 
injest, gator, the late W.,H. TOutfeld, who made 
artnal trials o( them by dealing out the remainTng 
tnmy-nme cards into three packets, and foUomng 
out the declarations proper to each ol the Auction 
in n losmed. Ho came to the conclusion that 
c there w*as a slight disadvantage in the 

declaring Spades first, because it occa- 
tft ty \ opponent held five spades 

ri-tw ^ j' thought that there was an appre- 

♦iftr. ^ dealer's finding such a combina- 

_ starts tvith Spades, he gets 

At of this : but if with Qubs, it appeared that 

would be very likely to declare the 
spades himself. 

It. Whitfcld recognized, however, the advantage 
^^giving partner " the best chance of showing what 
a ^0 dealer, with two suits, does not want 

0‘trump declaration, since it is hard to establish 
smts before the adversaries can establish one. 
y rnaking one of the smts tnimps, he can use the 
01^ cards in it to establish the other. What he wants 
0 know is the sint in which his partner has the greatest 
_ strength. 

- I have myself little doubt that it is on the whole 
more advantageous to commence with the more 
o^i^nsive suit. A collateral advantage of this plan 
(now generally practised) is that it may in some cases 
prevent the adversaries from becoming aware of their 
f>dl strength in a suit whidi they sliare between them 
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springs from a desire to mozde the rest of tlie tabic. 
Ihcre is no motive foe such a desire if you have a 
strong oll‘TOimi hand. But when you are very strong 
ih one of the major suits, and very weak in the second, 
you do not want the opponents to get into conversa- 
tion with one another. It is tme that you cannot 
prevent the other svut from being bid up to its full 
strength if it is massed in one hand. But it will more 
frequently happen that when the suit is adverse, it is 
divided ^ween the adversaries ; and even though 
each of them may become aware, from 5*our opening 
bid, that you are trying to shut out one of the suits, 
^ and will in all probability know e»ictly what that 
suit is, you may often be able to "cut their com- 
munications "—so that one of them may never get the 
' opportunity of “assisting” the other's bid in the 
suit, without going too high. The following deal is an 
example : — 

9 J. xo, 6 . 

4'J.4.3.2. 

0 8. 7, 2. 

^►K. 8.3. 

Q. 7. 3 , 2 . 

4»9. 8. 

^ A..9.5,4, 3. 

r? None 

4»K,Q,xo.7- 

0 J, 
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Sp:>ae^l“"A.%.riW=^^ "iU> One . 

A 

Z-s mee Spades with °'’“''‘‘l 

IS an hypothetical one (ithasbec^ • '’““'Pla 

by an adTOcate ol preoMtiZ P“' '“r- 

, reprint in paphic mSi^Hhe nri K'’"‘ “ 

commonly occur. ” Principle ol cases 
. Two or more in a »n^ • 

mstmrtion to partner that "he TZT' 
take hdl responsibihty for the de-,? to 

to be Interlered with *“'• “'1 '™he5 not 

Similarly, ii yon hold 

tl>A,K,J,io,e,5;+A,7,6 a. Art , 

yon bid Three Hearts at once ^n the^' ^ = 

to shut ont. If possible, the 4ad^ P*oiple, 
But on 

'5'A,K.J,io,8,5;+k.Q:oq,j.„ 

declare One Heart, and screnelv awai, j ' 

You are quite willing to accept nnv ot'''‘°P“wts ■ 
may be proffered by the other ok™ that 

able to take the fullest advanta™ be 

motive for "shutting out" „„ Ion® . The 
The cases of Diamonds and Clnbs stan^^'*' 
ent footing.i The number of probaM. “ ‘bffer. 

oaoie tricks that 

> On tLe asstimptlon, of course, that fi ^ 

necessary for game If the score b ^ch ^'is 

wm game, the minor suits may be Wd exactly 

“'lajor. 
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must be held is the same ; otherwise we should be 
violating our fundamental nuxim that ‘'e\ery bid 
must be a make *' But when we bear in mind that 
a hand good for six or seven tncks in clubs or dia* 

monds is recognized asaspecuIativcNo*trumpcr(tj<ftf 

in/m), e\en when the strength js divided between two 
suits only, we perceive that a call of Tw'o or Tliree in 
either of those suits implies a hand of quite a special 
character— ^hd clubs or diamonds (A, K, Q, to fiv'e 
or more) with a certain amount of side strength, but 
not sulBaent to justify No trumps For instance 

10, 3 , + K, to. 7 , 0 A. K, Q. 0 8,4, ♦ 8. 2 ; 

upon which you would start the bidding with Two 
Diamonds If the Ung of clubs were the ace. you 
would bid No trumps 

It naturally follow’s that, with a hand of the above 
character, you are anxious if possible that your 
partner should shift to No trumps , whence it is 
sometimes said that a bid of Two Clubs or Diamonds 
IS a " conventional ' invitation to partner to go No 
trumps Properly considered, however, the signifi 
cance thusattachingtoitisnot a conventional, but a 
natural one , that is to say, the bid should not be 
\ made unless you are ready to stand by it , and, when 
that IS so, a partner quite uninstructed in arbitrary 
meanings would rationally deduce that a change to 
No trump)s, if he himself has a hand to fit in, would 
be a benefit to the partner^ip Tor two tncks fewer 
are required to score the game / 
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Illustrative Hand No XVirr 

'^tample At lo^e aU. th. dc^JhoIdf “ 

;^8.6,5,a; ^Q,J: OA,K,a 8 . 5 , 4 , 3 , 

“d rails Two Diamonds Second s, a ' 

Dealer’s partner overcalls with Two ^ 

P-, and the declarer wms ten ^ 

tional t^ oI han^tte a^ptrf "“P- 

d.ly m the suit can be d.pensed with f' 

■PA. +A,9 8,7: OJ.io.8.7,6.3,j; 

I see nothing (or it but to call Ti, J 

There are (our tricks in trumps and 

tacks, say, in aU With two^on. 

long suit far from establishment the '’‘^y 

markedly nnsiutable for No tru^p, “'"‘■‘""'an is 

hand. It IS too strong to pass uTiSCal^-^^^^ 

We mU now consider the call of 
ONE NO-TRUJip 

There is a rule known as the Eabn^ ^ 
because it was devised and promi^ ? 

Edmund Robertson— which, as^e nil eat'^ ** 

himself declared, "has been extensivelv " 
and misapplied " ^ ^^^'luoted 

The rule was only intended to be used tnw , 

np the value ot a hand so as to deade wh 
strong enough to \vaiTant a call of No tJl ^ 
formulated bj Mr Robertson, As 

“^S. queejj^ 
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Joiaw, or ten (eneA accordjns t° 

cnnn.cd ns 7, 3 3 =.«"<• e«cUy»= 

^vhIc)^ on " a\'crage hand-<on( 
of each of the abow cards— wnUd ^ cj 

lime long been convmccd-^nd of 

the same opinion— that the I?oberts . ^ jjo<3 

counting undervalues the ace to count 7 
not sufiiciently allow for the Influence ** _pjr 
exert over the whole course of play In a 
bj retaining the command of n smt until the 
moment for abandoning It The count I have an 3 
recommended Is the following — 

For each Ace count 8 

For each King count 3 

For each Queen count 3 

For each Ivnave count 2 , 

For a Ten of independent value count r 

Notice tlie proviso that I have added m the case 
of the Ten The reason b this For a Kins or Queen 
or Knase to be ttnrth their hill value m pomts as set 
out abo™. It mast be /»Hy gmirded , and when the 
^t in wbni they occur is not a long one. the presence 
of the Ten is frequently necessary to satisfy this eon 
ation In such a case, ils value is incWrd m the 
^ints for the pieture-cnrd and it must not therefore 

hLd 


<7K.9 S. *K 10 7. OK ro 6,2, OK lo 5. 
ttonld be counted by Mr Kobertson thus — 
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Tour XCmgs count . . . .20 

Tens count . . . • 3 

Total , . .23 

wluch would uork out at 5 points more than tlie 
averse 18 , that is to say, one Ring ner on aurage 
hand 

I consider this estimate to be an exaggeration I 
regard the Tens o{ clubs and spades as adjuncts 
bnn^mg the Kings ol these suits up to their full s-alue 
ol 5 , the K, 9 8 0! hearts I also reckon as 5 , but 
the- xo of diamonds (there being four m suit) may 
justly be counted as making that suit worth 6 I 
therefore estimate the band as worth 21—0 Qtieen 
above the average 

Bear in mind Ur Robertson's ovm caution that his 
scale of values is not to be appbed to singleton aces, 
nor to unprotected kings, queens and Imaves He 
says — 

For a singleton Acc count 3 
For an unguarded King count 2 
Fox an unguarded ^een count i. 

These, I thmk, are reasonable discounts , possiblj 
the Ace may be worth 4 however, even when single , 
though It makes a material difierence when it must 
unavoidably be played on the first round of the suit. 

Ih Robertson, and most other writers on the 
game, recommend an ongmal One No trump on a 
sirjcHy average hand, froteclei m three sm/j "pro- 
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tection ” means either ace ; or both king and queen ; 
or queen, knave, and ten (without the ten, say queen, 
knave, to four at least in suit). 

I ha%’e never been able to see the sense oi declai* 
ing No-trumps, ewn at Auclson Bridge (which is held 
by many to justify these thin dedarations), on a hand 
which has no chance of fulfilling the contract urJess 
your partner has a stronger hani h\mse\f. You are 
really declaring, m such a case, not on what you 
yourself hold, but on what you are hoping to find in 
the hand of some one else. This is not a sound 
business proposition. 

Those who adsnse a declaration of One No-trump on 
a bare average holding adduce the following reasons 
for the faith that is in them. They think— 

1. That with an average holding, the advantage o£ 
the dealer in plajmg the combined hands is worth sm 
extra tnck os er and bej ond the face value of the cards 
he bolds. 

2. That if the dealer passes with an ai’crage hand, 
he will discourage his partner from bidding *' unless 
he has decided slrengih A good opportunity will be 
missed, because there was a fair chance of game if the 
bidding had been opened with a No-trump." * 

As regards the former reason. I consider that the 
dealer's advantage, carumirg the play of his oppon- 
ents to be sourd, xs greatly overrated, rorlhcrmofe : 
every time thb dealer wins his odd trick, he scores lo 
for it ; everj' tune he loses the odd trick, his opponents 
score 50, with the option of making it 100 if they are 
t ltot>ertaQa*( SayaJ Attetion BHie*. 1914, p. j 8 
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strong tnough Escn il wo rcAon points below the 
hne os being tmcc os soluable as those above it the 
odds against the dealer vnU still be more than 25 to 
10, i.e more than 5 to 2 ^ 

The second "reason" appears to spring solciv 
from a oonfnsion of ideas If ,ha dealer passes 
second hand also passes, and third hand'^lias krds 
which, when combined with a bare avcrace hind “ 
the other side of the table, otter " a fan cha”~ o1 
game, which means nwe tricks, why m the namA < 
^ thafs wonderful should he ie aLTd m W L 
No trump ? When it is once clearly understood that 
tlw dealer wiU not call a No-trumper unless he has a 
least a queen above the average (which is “10^ 
mnmum margin), there is no reason at aU why thud 
hand should not make the same caU with * 
stronger holding— say an ace above the average ‘a!! 
would certainly not he more venturesome than ,1, 
caU which the dealer is urged to make Novrn 
naakes a point of bidding on this or greater stole 
there is assuredly no appreciable chance ol 
a game hand How ollen do you think two h 
winch are between them ,ust an ace better thao?^ 
exactly average hands wnU wan three by car^ '''° 
By a less responsible writer than Mr Robert ' 
have seen a third reason given m support of wS ^ 
American cousins call the ** fake No tnom 
has been said that since, when the dealer is 
other tluee hands wiU be strong, the onno’^i n j?' 
has nothing whatever to be afraid of, as hi$ 
be certam to be overbid by some one 

The 
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natural corotlarj of this argument is that the poorer 
the holding the betti^ the reason for going Lo- 
tnimps And there was at least one wnter urierih 
dd count v.ho pnded himself upon carrying the 
doctnne to its legitimate conclusion and suggested 
that Lo trumps iras the proper ongina] call on 

t?io65 +9873 0 zo 8 2 4654! 

Uch the daj for such extriwganaes is long past 
j*et their influence may be traced in the misty ideas 
that still prcrail in certain quarters Uhat object 
18 there m maljog a declaration that you are sure wiU 
not be allowed to stand ? There is one and one only 
to gii’e your partner such trustworthy informatjen as 
to tl c contents of your hand that rcl^ irg imptictJy 
on hare told hint he may be able to shape his 

on-n course to the best adi*aaiage What you tell 
lum if you start mtb No trumps is just tius that 
you ha\c such cards tlat with ererage cards in his 
own hand you are prepared to back yourself to win 
the odd trick fivT times out of se\en ard that the 
combiration contcmpl ted will m addition hold out 
the fair cl ance of game that Mr Robertson speaks 
of aboie 

I maintain with conWeree that you are not Jos*l 
in leaking such an anrounctroert unle** y ou bold 
ei Irtfil a qi-een aboiT th^ average fie ace kirg two 
ard a tnavne) with the face-cards adepta e!y 
iKrtt tuUt 

Take the following therc'otr as representative 
minumi^ Necers — 
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« * 0 A 

A.s.-i: A, 7 , 3 , 2: 5.7.^ 

Ko’l' K,Q.6 

R.Q.4 : 10,7.3; QJ.S; KTto< 

•^•4 , K.Q,8, 10,7,3, kIj.g/ 

•n.c d, 5 tr.tat.on ol the suits, so fer us the ongmul 
rau IS eoneeraed, is immutciral ; but, on the fot 
hand given ubot e should the Seurd suit be heitT^ 
spades It may often he advusable to ehange ",hl 
^.t-call when your turn to speak tecu^. 

tamustdependuponwha,hastranspned.n'?h“ 

In practice ycu tviU tod it very difficult to adher. 
rigimy to pnnaples when yon come dotro tf\he 
border hne ol strength Yon mU do weU hel. 

to^rm^at. for 70 urs.„ a perfectly dcto.t;"r:rerd 

As examples ol what to avoid : I select, from varL 
ous writers, specimens ol alleged 

"^clZ 

NOT ORIGINAL NOTRUllPERS 
■7 ♦ 0 ^ 

A.Q5,4 . 10,7,2, q.7 .5. q *.6 

(A barely average hand which an Amencan c a 
paper recently described as "too Prtr.,q * Sunday 
9 + ^e^ollopass’l 

10,98: A,Q7.2! QJ.io.3_ jj* 

(The king ol spades has not its full value ) * ^ 
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oI the most 
“Tlodcd Whist 

can P-ale trar^:”.?!""- “ 

Rotten t>T>* fis^ i V . seems to be for* 

^d nevt hS CkturV’" " too. 

b.ds Too wit 'f, "EoUto h.s o™ 

Wswowm„Ec5fs,sho^iu'iiCtoSl'''T 

bidding Let the dealer’s partn'tt dofti w 
he vidl 6nd aU his ™k cut ^ioT htm. = 


the tiiVo suit no-trumper 

There are cases where the usual 1=4, «. t a 
“three suits stopped ■• may be ieh«d \n°n fi" 
by cards are necessary for game, and you hoM . 
suit ol duis or diamea*. with anotter 7~ , 
entry, a speculative One No-trumps is pci^iithk' 


9 

10,5; 


4> 

A, 7. 3 ; 


0 

A, K, Q, 6, 2 * 


♦ 

9. 7. 6. 


But at any score at which foxir by cards 
the game, declare the big suit (If there b 
side ace, and the hand is good for s« quick tn T 
recognized call is Two m the big suit. 

♦ 

9-7,6) 


9 

10,5: 


Q.J. 10 j 


o 

A-K Q,J,^j 
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THE CALL OF TWO OR MORE NO-TRV*JiPS 

Ingenions Mr Doe has reiaarLrf that "th® Two 
Ko-tnunp call \fas minted to conceal weab^ess m 
one cl the laaior sorts “ That is, ^th twtf sohd 
suits, a third guarded, and nothing lu the fourth 
(being hearts or spades), tla alleged intention to 
prerait the mt^cneg «tu* bemg shonn against yen ® 
cheap faT! Katorally the dsvee, when once fcpown, 
became less useful fo^ that particular purpose, 

It at once announced, for the opponents beneS't tf^at 
j-ou were afraid of a red suit bong opeceiL An 
additional drawback u that it p-ei'ents j-our partner 
from bidding Two ta a «TUt, if he wants to 
IixcsTB.^TTVE HA^^) ho XXMT exhibits a eca* 
bma'ioa which does not coapl) stncUj with tt* 
above formula, but which nevertheless exemj^^ 
insimctivelv the application of the ^rr^. pTneap^®- 
At love aB m the rubber game, the dealer holds 

'?A. *A,Q,J.5 4 oak 0.2. ^0 7.3 

how here he is not actuahj defenceless la 
hearts or *pades and the cluls are not soLd , yet a 
call of Three hcKlrcmps is iLrttsctl} indicated f't 
reasons sir- Tar to Ihc^ «c* out What the 6 ^^ 
wan's to prevent il pessih’e is the Imuedia'e estab- 
luluuen' 0* bear's or spades t-efere ka has hei 
tharut t) -g (ta dull If, at Tnclc i. the 

ace of hearts a taken hum haa , and. at Trick 3- 
an aditrsary pc's in wiJi the king of d,bs. t^e 
at the f'*urth tnek is p’ucticaDy the saree 
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there Ua been solid cdubs and only one small heart 
at the fat tnck It mU he found that, in the Hand 
referred to, to caU Three No-tmmpe is the only way 
to um the game and robber. 

A simdar call may also be of service for a somewhat 
rare type of hand, six or seven sohd clubs or dia- 
monds nothing in one of the major suits, and kmg 
guarded, or ace, m both the other two smts The 

opened, but to prevent the call bemg taimfrom ycf. 
too cheaply m Hearts or Spades ^ 

With an unusnaUy strong aU round hand, Sv no 

much talking as they like You may therefore b^ 
Two No trumps on hand (0) below . but not on hands 
^0) and (c) — 

(o)A,2: A,KQ5 3ii; K.a; , * 

(i')A,u. A,KJ5 3U. K,2i k,, 

(c)A,K: K,QJ.I0,9. Q.J.ai A.Kg 


SECOND HAND DECLARATIONS 

II the dealer has passed, the second hand Is tmt 
mto the same position as the dealer %\'as, and sho^ir^ 
be guided b> just the same pnnaples It is as mu >3 
the duty of the second band to enlighten the lour^ 
hand (on the first opportunity) as it Vi*as the deal * 
duty to‘cnlighlcn the third hand 

I cannot agree wath those who ad\ isc s«ord 
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to be mare venturesome than the dealer in ^ 
tramps, on the plea that as the dealer is weaker 
usual, fourth hand is lilfly to be stronger than use ^ 
and so better able to give support. It the dealer h^ 
less than his average of high cards, and second han 
has (saj) just an average bolding, one of the two 
remaiQing hands must have more than the a\era|t. 
If the strong No-trnmpcr belongs to the opl»nent, 
3^u are foolish to snatch the declaration and put jour* 
self under him If it bclbogs to your partner, it 
clearly devolves npon htro to declare and to play lt» 
After an aUcchmg call by the dealer, however, 
second hand is in an entirely dtCcrent position. 
There is one situation In which it is imperative to 
tnaVe qo declaration, although it is the most difEcuIt 
thing in the world to prevent the incTpenenced pIa>Tr 
from doing so If the dealer has bid One No-tromp, 
and 3 on have (r) a strong established suit, or (2) a 
suit fliat 5 ou can at once establish, together with 
certain reentry, say nothing about it if 3'ou want to 
defeat the call You will >onrself have the lead; 
and, if you warn the enemy of their danger, lhe> will 
switch to another declaration 
Holding such & hand as 

C7.G. jfA,7,3, O K,Q,J,s, 4,3: ♦5.4: 
which oflers an admirable chance of defeating the 
Notnimp call j-our best policy is to pass You may 
thinh it a capital opportunity for calling Two Dia-^ 
monds, but It is not a h^ieful undertaking to try ard 
wm eleven tricks against at least one No-trump band, 
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doubtfvJ v.hetlier Two Spades should not be called. 
72 ior honours would almost counterbalance loo 
points penalty. 

If the dealer has bid One ol a suit, ovetcall with One 
of any suit in which you can make five tricks, or with 
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In Illustrative Hand No XXVI we ha^e 
following case — 

Z 

B A 

Y 

9j.io; +K.7,3; OA.K.Q.J; +0,1,5 4 

At love all, Z deals and passes A , One No- 
trumps Y„ No This IS such a conjuncture as 
Is contemplated by Jfr Doe Is there any 
possibility that jou will lose the game by ssjing 
nothing ? You have your certain tncks m dia- 
monds : It can hardly be that you do not mate 
at least one dub or one spade in addition If B or 
Z has a big suit of hearts, it wdl be declared Nor 
have 50U any reasonable chance of winning the game 
in diamonds unless Z bas something substantial, and 
if he has, you will hear from him, as he will be thhx 
player to the No trump call The honours are doubt 
less an attraction, but will not compensate for bemf 
three tncka down 

In the case of a major suit, the value of honours Is 
greater, and there is a better chance of winning th< 
game In IiiusTRAnvE Hakd No XXXVIII, 
love all, the dealer calls One No trump, and second 
hand passes, holdmg 

*?6,43,2; 4,None; OA,7„52; ♦K,Q.J,98» 
Were the 9 of spades the lOj it would be much more 
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doubtful XAlin4t. •». 

^ for "■>» called. 

Pcm spcnaity counterbalance loo 

.mt n. fi'c tncU, „r 

da, , pcsilion. vo,,^ the con 

* ^ Second cannAt i.»_i . 


of th^ r.n , position, voft 
r4rd to “'“ “C* Yon " ^ '">' 

Sech I deSf o' chon^ng 

prevonciv^'’® c^d to be " Wn^ =“« 
■foce:;^Vr“'-<>=pp.yonir;^:;;,‘^»^7cs 

fj ». IS 

V 7. AW,- 


*K.J6 4, 


yMBoeldpas,., . ’, *21-10,5 4 3 

a Lt ts‘‘“«p'urb.?,i 


//iO 
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gxisis The condition is so uiuversalJy recognized 
that it may e\en be said to rank as a convention 

THIRD HAND DECLARATIONS 

I 

If dealer and second hand have both passed 5*00 
have to consider that neither of them can hold a 
combination of cards suitable for an ongmal call. 
Neither for instance can be expected to have a hand 
a queen above the average with three snits securely 
stopped It does not follow that >Dnr partner W 
necessarily devoid of support for any sound declara 
tion that you may j ourself be in a position toosahe. 
Writers who advise original f-a)U of shadowy 
trumpers are obhged to take a different view 
that which I have just expressed If you know that 
the dealer would have declared One No-trump on 
any of the flimsj pretexts that are held in some 
circles to be suffiaent you will haw to allow for a 
corresponding deficiency m cases where lie has p^sscd 
In any case without allowing jxmrsclf to be unduly 
discouraged j-ou will recognize that tlic general 
average of the cards that jou would at the begum rS 
have been justified in expecting from him has been 
somewhat lowered If you bast; a weak hand jouf 
self the strength of the deal is doubtless massed osxr 
j’ou in the fourth hand \ou may therefore assume 
it as being extremely probable tJ at fourth Iiand wdl 
declare If it is importmt that anj particular suit 
should be led to you bj ^tnir partner before Dummy * 
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liand goes down, you must now call One m that suit. 
You should also declare any suit m wludi >ou think 
you caa wm game, after allowing for the dealer 
having passed ; and, when so declaring, it is Nvise to 
hid Two, so as to shut out, or force the hand of, the 
fourth player To declare No-tnimps, y ou must ha\c 
astrongei hand than has been prescribed for the dealer 
— a hand reasonably good for five tricks 

II 

If the dealer has declared, and second hand has 
passed 

You should overbid One Qub ox One Diamond with 
a Heart, a Spade, or a Notnimpcr, if you have 
suffiqent strength, on account of the improved chance 
of game, but do not overbid a Heart with a Spade or 
vice versa, unless (a) you are particularly weak in the 
dealer’s suit , (6) you are particularly strong m your 
ow-n suit—say five to four honours, or sixto ace kuie 
In the former case, you know that you cannot helo 
yrour partner in his suit, while there is no reason for 
supposing that he cannot help you m jqurs , m the 
latter case, you are justified m assuming your suit 
to be better than his You may overbid a Heart o 
Spade with Two in dubs or diamonds, if long a^d 
sobd The dealer, understanding the nature of vour 
holding, can then either bid Two No-trumps, or can 
revert to his own smt 

You may overbid a Heart or Spade with No 
trumps (fl) if all the other three suits are 
stopped, or (6), more speculitivdy, yon^^ 
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sobd dubs or diamonds and one of the two rcmauung 
suits safely stopped You nsk finding a whole suit 
against you, but, m the majority of cases, j*ou w31 
play to greater adv-aatage on the No-trump call 

Refer back to the remarks ^n p 65 as to the 
significance of an original Two m dubs or diamonds 
0\ etbid with Two No-trumps if j ou are modcratelj 
guarded m all the three other smts ; more specu 
latively, if you have two of those suits securely 
guarded 

An onginal Two in hearts or spades is a mandate 
from j’our partner for yon to lea\e him alone Ifj'on 
hold four aces you may disregard his instructions* 
and overbid Two No-trumps ,— not otherwise 

Theinjudiaousbiddmgof suit against suit between 
partners is one of the most fatal, as well as one of the 
esmmonest, errors of Auction Bndge The mutual 
interest of the two players is obviously to deade, by 
rational conversation upon that suit which will yield 
the best results Before the bidding, neither pa^er 
has any knowledge of the contents of the other s hand 
and begins by assuming an average ejqiectation- 
one of the two holds five trumps, he should make his 
declaration on the hypothesis that the other will hold 
two, or perhaps three If the dedarer holds siX 
trumps he certainly should not expect the partner to 
hold more than tivo out of the remaining seven 

Suppose, now, that third hand has only a single 
card m the suit which the dealer has called One , but 
has a good five-card suit of his own he would be nght 
to call his own suit if he can do so without incr easin g 
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One Heart Suppose apam «I^t *1^ " 

“f 2 suit m which the dcMer h 
fonner™uiae8«„^''^^“^“ called 0.c. the 
“ “ suit oi which he heli -'cessarj , 

additional reason for feanuKdisao^* is to say. the 

fication for iaa,„ wni^,^“ ^cient jnsti- 
the conlact^i:® '«* oi 

Suppose, however 

‘he dealer returns to the lTh“ “'"'= cases 

'T^ “ct caL on'th'’^"’'^ declared] 
“”l«s he has somt al*w, '“'cst further 

5:s“r£-“sr.'“*-5 

‘he third Heart 

A passes 

’’* 3 . + 96 , 2 , o. 

Here Y has Iw J- S- ?. 6 a 

'''Wd‘ttri^:rdesTd1wrhei^"=^‘«'>e 
hs'-c had the ^ ^ spades*^^ ' ^ *“d 

passed Koreo!^' '“‘‘®cation Md 
=“ ‘he ibS, ■ “ ">“«c a^e t u*”'^d have 
'Vhen the turn iT *'’“* *■' has’ to ““Parted 
Jould the teer comes rol a“““““‘c 

Tn-o Hearts “ *ace ol Y h an,, “ “^ain to z 

' a declarati 
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gives a certain p ece at information -^^21 lO 
fonnatioa is talen into accoimt bj all the 
plajers ivho snbsequently dedare and is ein“^ 
in the declarations that they mak® If a 
declaration partner is to be agam supersede 
mnst be because ol some additional fact ■vrh-^ 
no* prenonsly commcmcated and could nof 


b^n smpected- 

In the hand given above snppo^ that "i 
only one heart and six spades he ironld be 
bid Two Spades on the foUomng round over tli® 
Hearts inastncch as the contract would not be 
maeased 

Suppose hearts and «pades to be mterdi^^^S®^ 
With SIX hearts and two ^ades Y would be tirocg 
to bid Two Tl^rts over bis partno’s One 
With <ix hearts and a single spade he would ^ 
justified in doing so , but would have nothing fortt*^ 
to say if the dealer reverted to Spades 

As another example I will tale a case that 
lecently submitted to the Ftdd newspaper 
wager TJie dealer «*aHg One Heart second hand 
passes dealer s partner holds 


5*J ♦Ajpse OA9S4 JkK87 
Ought he to QvercaU with Two Qubs ? I thtt^ 

It IS tme that there is a probabnrty that lh<? 
between the two hards are better than their h^^rts 
but that IS counterbalanced bj the disadvantage 
having an additional trick to win There is fiJrther 
more less chance of game in Qabs 
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An original bid of One No-trump opens up a some- 
what disputed subject. Hie lollowing.dicta sliould 
be accepted with reserve, but they arc the best tliat 
can be put forward in the present state of our know- 
ledge. 

Holding a slroKg hand, with one missing suit, you 
should take your partner out only in the major suits 
hearts or spades. With ' 


^ A, J, 9, 6, 4 : + K, J, 5 ; O’ A, 10, 9 : ♦ 6, 5 I 
it is conceded by most good players that you should 
overbid with Two Hearts. So with Two Spades if 
the holding m hearts and spades be transposed. Not 
so, however, ,1 the heart suit be changed to clubs or 
atiUnonos. 

Holding a long weak major suit (say 
'7K.3: +Q,7.3: 0K,Q; « 10, 8, 7, 4, 3,,) 
you must also overbid, irresoectivp nf 
Jesuits. U.ouldbethe"*-fr&^^^^^ 

mo’^n“;,:;i^^aSeiroir:”?a - ^a. 

has no suppcrl in plain l„t,_ ''HSarg‘““'“ 
'?ao,3; 4.10,8,7,4,3,,. 9J.8- 4.,, 
it is imperative to overbid with Two n n ^ ' 
wwnung-coUoquially known as , n ‘'‘"H as a 
tcllthedealerthatyLhardis^J«»;" You 
are trumps. Interchange spadS “ ^ ''"‘s 

hand previously cited, and Cld OTOh'r 
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because there js help for a No tnnuper e^n if dubs 
are not trumps 

The doctrine is nstiall> stmnred up by saj’irg that 
the ’* weakness take-ont ” or “ rescue ” is obhgatoiy 
m all suits, but the ** strength take-out " onlj m 
hearts or sfodes 

If you have so strong a hand m dubs that you 
belje%'e yon can make game m them takeouttheNo- 
trumper wi*h Three Qubs This is a speaal case, 
becaa«e the dealer can oxcrbid again with Two No- 
trumps, wh-ch Three Diamonds ( 21 ) woUd 'hut out 
The bid of Three shows that it is not a *’ weakness 
take-cut *’ 

It has been objected bv thc«e who d-sapprove of 
'* take-outs " in the major suits that jt is never 
possible for the dealer to hnow with any certa-n*> 
whether the overcall is “aggressne ’ or whether 
it Is “protective “ It is urged that such mdeSmtencss 
makes these overcalls ver> trying, and is apt to lead 
to misuadeistanding and mutual recnmmation. I 
see no ground for the obj-ction The fact appears 
simply to be that some players cannot bear baving 
the declaration taken from them by then- partner, 
and are apt to consider themselves as skated or 
HI treated on the occasions when it happens. * How 
am I to know," I often bear it asked, “ whether 
you are taloag me out from ^troigth or from weak 
ness’ " 

The answer is that it is quite Unnecessary to know 
The basis of sound ca fling is mutual confidence If 
I bid One Ro trump, and my partner, v,hom I know 
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to be a rebable bidder, says Two Hearts, it is the 
height of stupidity to start an Auction wrangle with 
him by going Two No trumps, which will result, as 
likely as not, in his going Three Hearts ! What he 
has told me is that, to the best of his judgment, it 
will be so much easia* and safer to play the deal in 
Hearts as to justify the undertaking of an additional 
tnck, and that dehberate announcement ought 
to be unres€r\edly accepted The overcall m a 
major sutt is practically independent of the general 
high-card strength of the hand There is no such 
thing as being "too strong" or ' too weak" to 
take partner out of a No tnimper, provided that 
your svut of hearts or spades is sufficiently long 
Remember, also that a hand with two five card suits 
IS specially suitable for playing with a declared 
trump Wth any of the following typical holdings, 
call Two of jour major suit over your partner's One 
No trump — 

9 0 4 

A.Q1043.7, KQ1084, 98 

KJO, None, Q 3 K Q 5,4 2 

Aq42, 10 98, 4, J98, 64 

10 9 2 . 763. 4. 10,9 8, 7,3, 2 

" In these day’s of light No-trumpers " says Jlr 

Robertson, * a contract to make eight tricks with a 

queen or kna\c suit to fi^e [as in the third of the 
above cases] ngamst a [presumably] strong fourth 
hand is a foolish invitation to the opponents to 

double There isthe further nsk of the dealer 
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mismterpretiDg the overcall, and going to Two No- 
tnimps ” 

The answer to the second part of the objection is 
that the dealer has no business to do anj^hmg of the 
« land It vs impossible to protect a deliberately im- 
prudent person from the consequences of his unpru- 
dencs The supposed danger of the double depends 
on the hypothesis that the dealer has gone No 
trumps without justification — an error which indeed, 
IS widely prevalent, but against which I have issued 
an emphatic warning 

In some circles, the practice of raising partner's 
suit bid, when no other bid has intervened, is con 
evdcrably overdone One wnter on tlie game advises 
that, wth such cards as the following —• 

9 K, 7, 3 , + K, 6, 4 2 , 0 A, 9 6, 4 , ♦ 8 7 , 
the dealer's partner 'should always raise [prcCmp- 
tivelj , as|it w ere) an ongmal bid of One Heart to Two 
Hearts '* You have to consider ' it is said, "the 
possibility of a preemptive bid by the fourth plajer, 
who IS quite likely to be strong in spades — ^your 
own weakest suit ’ If he bids Three Spades " j'our 
partner, having received no signal of help from you, 
may be quite enable to declare Tour Hearts on his 
own, so to speak and it is obv lous that j ou cannot, 
without grave risk, carry the bidding to Tour Hearts 
for bun ” 

It » impossible to approve of this reasoning The 
hand sjicaficd is barely op to average strength, and 
U therefore just about what the dealer would have 
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been expecting from his partner when he cahed his 
OnelHeart It !s always possible for any player to 
jump m with a “ shut-out ” bid . but the ■wisdom 
oi such a course is by no means universally admitted, 
and there IS no sense m trying to anticipate a pos 
sibly rash contract by rushing gratuitously into 
an equally rash one on your own account It is 
really much more likely that fourth hand, if he 
bids Spades at all, wdl simply bid One It vnll then 
be quite tunc enough for you to consider what yon 
will do when it comes round to you again A gratui- 
tous bid of Two Hearts is likely to give the dealer 
an exaggerated idea of the -value of your holdmg, 
and to induce him to venture out of his depth this 
18 simply playing the enemy's game 


III 


There remam to be considered the cases when 
second hand has made a dedaratioa Here the third 
hand has received mformatjon from two difierent 
sources and he must be guided by what he has learnt 
In considering whether to bid No trumps over a 
suit called by second hand when dealer has passed, 
you arc not va the same position as if second m hand 


over an ongmal suit call, because yon have the 
additional information that yonr partner has no 
cards to justify an ongmal call Either the declared 
suit should be stopped twice , or, if only stopped 

onw.yousUouIdhavcasohdsuit of clubsor diamonds 

w.itttatwns demanding good judgment speoaUv 
arise when Two of a sort have been bid over the 
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dealer’s One No trump Bear carcfuUy m mind 
that the conditions for a "weakness take-out " do 
not here exist The dealer has already been taken 
out by the opponent If jou hold 
^ J» 10, 7* 4< 3 1 ♦ lo, 8, 6 , 0 7, 5 , ♦ J» S ; 
and Two Spades ha>e been bid on your right, jon 
-are on no account to overbid m hearts, as jou would 
have done, if the No trumper had come up to 3 ou 
unimpeded Your only justihcation for an overbid 
IS a holding strong enough to give jou game Yon 
must not bid Two No trumps except with adequate 
strength erd ihe adierse swt stopped With Spades 
against jou, and holding '' 

'7A.7: 4- K, Q J. 10,8.6; OK.J.S. ♦g.ai 
your policy is to bid Three Clubs this instructs 
partner to overbid with Two No trumps pn coniiltcn 
that he stops the spades and should be by him so 
understood 

You are justified in doubling the suit (but not 
in overbiddmg with Two No-trumps) if you hold 
(b) Two stoppers m the suit, (J) One stopper and 
two outside tricks For Two No trumps you must 
have greater strength stilL 
On the following case, varying opmions have been 
expressed 

Z 

B A 

Y 

-f-K,io8, OAO ♦OToRq 
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At bve all, Z calls One Heart A .T^vo Diamonds 
NVhat should V. say, holding the cards set out ? 

Two Spades UTSuldobviou^y he bad. The choice 
practically hes between assisting partner with Two 
Hearts or calling Two No-trumps The fact that 
one tnck more is needed for game m Hearts than 
in No trumps is counterbalanced by the tact that 
m No trumps there is a greater nsk of loss To 
support a sound Heart call on the cards hdd by 
Y. IS a perfectly safe undertalang The decisive 
pomt to consider is which of the two courses will 
give partner the most useful information Two No- 
trumps will announce the diamonds stopped, and 
an adequate amount of side strength, but will giv e 
no information as to the hearts I have little doubt 
that It IS better to assist with Two Hearts Nothing 
defimte is yet known about tbe clubs, and B has yet 
to speak If he calls Three Clubs you wiU be glad 
you did not call TwoN<>-trurops, as it is very bkely 
that B would have estabbshed clubs and got in on 
the spades to make them On the other hand, if 
Z has good clubs, there is hardly a remote chance 
that the Two Hearts contract can be defeated 
Hie “ assisting " or * supporting " value of a 
hand when the dealer’s onginal suit bid has been 
overcalled has been defined qmte difierently by 
difierent writers Some insist that the onginal 
caller does not want strength m the trumps them- 
sd\ es, but only high cards in the plam suits Others 
are apt to lay undue stress on the possession of 
trumps alone. 
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Now, on llie one tt js clear Ihat support »n 
trumps, both as regards number and high cards, is 
of value If the dealer Las five trumps and third 
hand only one, there arc sc\xn between the oppo- 
nents it may not be at all easy to draw the<e for 
the defence of any plam-suit strength that may be 
held Two trumps held by third hand probably 
means seven trumps against six, mtb the additional 
advantage of five being in one hand This is such 
ordinary support as the original caller would ha'e 
looked forward to when he made liis declaration 
Three or four trumps are more than he would havx 
reckoned upon , they will make it easier for the 
declarer in two ways he can win extra tricks 
by rufiuig losmg cards, or be can more readil> 
exhaust the trumps and make tncks with winning 
cards 

As regards high cards m trumps these also afford 
help both in drawing the trumps of the enemy, and 
in cross rufiing more eflectuaHy 

There is a danger, howe^xr, of finding both hands 
long in trumps, and short in the same plain suit 
or suits, so that the trumps fall together and are 
wasted 

On the other hand, it is also dear that high cards 
m plain suits are of value, both as winning tncks 
after trumps are out, and as giving discards to the 
strong trump hand whereby the adversanes’ high 
cards m the smt thrown away may be killed without 
exhausting the trumps 

As a general rule, support m the plain suits is 


royal auction bridge 

■»6dy nratralTOd bv nmmui . i 
“■a a sml bid should thctelorc'^br^ 

»rf«s Uo trump, u, kuu bo In 
that ntmicncal support m trului^ l^™'®' 
three or iuoro_,s partlt " ''"'‘""B ol 

-hvisiou of the plLu^SIs ,0^1'^'“'^ =“ 'veu 

able, and perhaps allogcthcr Pt“h- 

R docs not seem to Live 1*^0'^? “''’' 
out that the number o( times rmnlcd 

raise jour partner's smt de.S,f„ ““““I to 
T" ‘''= "“"her ot tnd^hjt”heh"^’'‘''’*"‘‘^ 
The pnnaple involved beine ou ™ acelared. 
e^taraed, it seems strjgf ^">'0" oneu 

hitoo escaped observation * ‘ hase 
The dealer will declv^ ru- 
^aterase strength in highWd5“a!S“f 
This we can reckon as good foTli , ? '™mps 
more for the fifth trump-say*'j^' *'■« i trick 
tneto m aU The « Perhaps 41 

such a declaration, looU to his nart'”', “ ’"*■'5 
ai tricks le eapectshmtowr'T‘’'=°‘''« 
™u ar-erage about five tricks as 

instified in increasing the conSetT 
the partner must have one trick 1 ‘"eh, 
declarer has been counting him as go^”“ 'hea the 
he must have a hand rmrth 3I 
ol seven tricks every two deiUs average 

How then eau we give our adhesion to m „ 

son s d,c,um that "m makmg a smt dpel 

dealer rehes on at least one sto tnek ^7°"' ‘he 

aer ? and that therefore the partner ^4 rim'’""' 
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Now, on the one hand, it is dear that support m 
trumps, both as regards number and high cards, is 
of \'aluc If the dealer lias five trumps and third 
hand only one, there are ‘seven between the oppo- 
nents • it may not be at all easj to draw these for 
the defence of any plam-smt strength that may be 
held Two trumps held by third hand probably 
means seven trumps against six, mlh the additional 
advantage of five bang in one hand TIus is such 
ordmary support as the ongmal caller would have 
looked forward to when be made his dedaration 
Tlirce or four trumps are more than he would haw 
reckoned upon , they will make it easier for the 
dedarer m two ways be can win extra tricks 
by ruffing losing cards, or he can more teaddj 
exhaust the trumps and make tncks with winning 
cards 

As regards high cards m trumps, these also afford 
help both m drawing the trumps of the enemy, and 
m cross ruffing more effectually 

There is a danger, however, of finding both bands 
long in trumps, and short in the same plam sOJt 
or suits, so that the trumps fall together and are 
wasted 

On the other hand, it is also dear that high cards 
in plain suits are of value, both as winning tncks 
after trumps are out, and as giving discards to the 
strong trump hand whereby the adversaries* high 
cards in the smt thrown away maj be killed without 
exhausting the trumps 

As a general rule, support m the plain suits is 
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™pfe. to uso the same trump both for r, i- ^ 

for crrtracUng an'adserse ttrmp * wd 

Distinctions between "tneks" and " 
shadowy and superfluous A " raiM '' ^'c 

valid reason for mcreasmg j„„a partncT = 
SOU cannot wan "tneks" with vouTr,^ ■' 

not justified in “raising’* was. 

FOURTH HAND DECLARATIONS 
In many situations, the policy of the F 
has been imphatly indicated in what h,. u™'' **^4 
laid down If the dealer passes, second 
and third hand passes, you will proceed 
m the same ivay as il your partner had sSi 
bidding, and you were thud hand (v 

(R)iP 83) The only difference IS that c on h?' 

hand behind jou to be defiaent in high-card «**''* 
Thus you may more boldly overbid a caU oi'rp'' 
or Diamonds with a view of sccurmg the 
If jviur partner has declared No-trumps and*i?“ 
hand has passed, you take him out, if necessai^'^ 
a suit, exactly as described on p 87 If th^”^" 


has bid Tmo ol a suit over partner s No 


tnuaper, 


With 


the situation of case III again anses, as dealt 
on pp 91-2 
If all three pla>ers pass the call up to you, and 
JOU have an average hand some one may, of «»urse 
be '• foxing “ If jou can rely on jour partner, you 
have e\ery nght to assume that it is not he , even 
if JOU know nothmg of the company you are in, it 
13 two to one that the guilty party is an opponent. 
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‘*hol<ling t^^o sure tricli^/' and can raise once mote 
for " each additional tnck ” in Ids hand * 

If dealer has declared One Spade, and third hand 
holds 

K, Q, 3 : ^ J, 10, 4, 3 : O A, 7, 4 : ❖ Q, 8, 6 ; 
he has a hand exactly one queen above the av'erage, 
and IS certainly justiGed in raising once, but not 
twice 

Suppose, however, that the dealer has started with 
Two Spades This, as we have seen, indicates that 
he has six tricks m his hand, and is relj mg on his 
partner for two In this case, the holder of the 
above hand (worth 3| tncks) cannot be blamed 
for raising twice, and would be fuU}\ justified m 
doing so ivith slightly increased strength equivalent 
to the missing quarter tnck~say with A, J. 4 
diamonds 

In estimating tnclis you are of course entitled 
to reckon probable nifls, a nifl m the band which 
IS weak in trumps being the equivalent of a tnck 
Holding 

?7K,Q.6 4 3. 4*4. OA,J,io,4, -^Q6,4. 
jou would be right m raising a bid of One Spade 
twice once for the high card streng^, and once 
more for an expected mff on clubs With the 3 
spades instead of the 3 of hearts, j ou could raise three 
times 

Be careful to avoid the error of countmg the same 
strength twice over It is impracticable, for ex- 

^Boyal Auction Brtdgt p io6 
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ample, to use the same trump both for niDing and 
lor extracting an'adNerse Inimp. 

Distinctions between ‘‘tneJs** and “raisers” are 
sbadowy and superfluous A “raiser” is merely a 
valid reason lor increasing your partner’s bid, if 
you cannot van "tncks” with your cards, you are 
not justified in “raising” 

FOURTH HAND DECLARATIONS 
In many situations, the policy ot the Fourth Hand 
has been implicitly indicated in what has been already 
laid down If the dealer passes, second hand bids, 
and thud hand passes, you will proceed Nciy nearly 
1 the same u-ay as if your partner had started the 
lidding, and you were thud hand (v sn^ro, case 
.U),p 83) Theonly difierenceis thatyou hnowthe 
land behind you to be deficient in high card strength 
Thus you may more boldly overbid a call ol Oubs 
or Diamonds with a view ot securing the game 
It your partner has declared No trumps, and third 
hand has passed, you take bun out, if necessary, m 
a suit, exactly as described on p 67 If thud hand 
has bid Two 0! a suit over partner s No trumper, 
the situation of case III again, arises, as dealt wth 
on pp 91-2 

1! all three players pass the call up to you, and 
you have an average hand, some one may, of course, 
be “ foxing “ If you can rely on your partner, you 
have every right to assume that it is not he . even 
it you know nothing of the company you are in, it 
13 two to one that the guilty party is an opponent, 
G 
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It IS also possible that the cards he so evenly that 
no one had a justifiable call 
Whenever you find joniseli with a strong hand, 
and can see your vray to game, do not hesitate to 
go for it Even the first or second game of the 
rubber is Vi'orth 125 points plus the 60 or 70 that 
you will score, on the average, for tncla and 
honours On the other hand, the assurance of 
scoring 300 points jo penalties every other time is 
only worth 150, and is therefore less advantageous 
than a certainty of game A foriiort if the game be 
the third of the rubber, the value of which is 25° 
li the dealer has bid in Clubs or Diamonds, and 
the other two have passed, and you do not see a 
likelihood of game m your own hand let the dealer 
play It out If be has made a higher call, and you 
think that, nnless your strong suit is opened et 
once, the game is gone, you must bid to show your 
partner how to save rt. 

THE BIDDING ON SECOND ROUND 
The most that can be usefully said under this head 
IS that you must draw the shrewdest inferences you 
can from the various bids (or lack of bids), and 
decide accordingly If your bid as dealer has been 
followed by two passes and by a declaration on yxiur 
nght, it IS generally unwise to advance your oiw* 
call unless y ou have six tncks in your hand Wth 
five only, it is evidently logical to let the bid go op 
again to your partner, who can overbid if he is able 
to '■ assist "your call onthepnnaplesthathavebeen 
already expounded- 
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If yom ongintii call was Oac No*truirip, oti 
9 A, Q. 7 ; « A, 8 ; 0 A. 4 ; ♦ A, Q, lo, 8, 6, 2 ; 

and sewnd and Id^d hands have passed, and the 
call of fourth hand is Two Diamonds, >ou do not 
advance jour original call— for you clearly \n\\ not 
win eight tricks it a strong suit of sik diamonds is 
opened and established, and the adversaries get in 
again with the king of spades — ^but jou should 
overbid with Two Spades In this case, the hand 
is certainly too strong to let the call go by. You 
may expect eight tncks m Spades, even if the king 
ol that suit makes, and your partner docs not take a 
single tnck 

Bear carefully in mind that a player who bids a suit 
on second round, after dediiung to do so on the first, 
indicates length in the suit only, without high cards 
If it IS your partner who makes such a ” secondary “ 
call, it IS qmte improbable that his suit will be of 
use m a No trumper, unless you hare high cards 
in it yourself 

It has been justly said that second round bidding 
depends more on inferences from what has previously 
been called than on cards actually held An eiample 
from actual play may make this dearer. 
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B/s PIaxd : 

1 Q. 7. 4. 2 : A Q. 3 . 0 8, 7, 3> 2 : ♦ A. J, 6 
At the score of lo^c all, Z deals and passes A , 
One Qub. Y , One Spade B , No Z , Two Dia- 
monds (refusing to accept his partner’s Spade) A. 
doubles Y., Two Hearts What should B say ? 

It may come as a shock to the student to be told 
Two No-trumps, hut consider^ B has both Y.'s 
suits stopped, and if A 's double is to be relied upon, 
the latter stops twice Z *s secondary bid of diamonds, 
in which Z has not the tops, since he could not name 
it on the first round In addition, B can d^nd on 
A for two sure quick tneks m clubs, and has himself 
the queen of that suit ' 

If Y has two five-card suits, he may have only 
one diamond, or none at all m either case, A 's 
clubs Will probably be good, if he has fi>e of them 
The actual hands of the other plajers were as 
follows 

^10 

4 - A. K.J,9 

OA Q 9.4. 

^9 7 . 4 . 2 . 


17A K.J,6.5 
+ 10. 8. 4. 

0 None 

♦ K, Q,io,5.3 


^79 8.3 
, •*•7.8.5 2 

0 K J, 10, 6, 5 

4.8 


Whateier Z. opens at No trumps, B must make 
his eight tneks and contract, with four clubs, two 
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did-inonds, and a couple ol tncls bet\veen tLe 
spades and tLe hearts. The deal occurred m a 
duplicate match -gaiu^ America At one table B 
went Two No trumps, and made them, at the 
other tables, Y vras alloured to vnn bis contract in 
eitlxer Hearts or Spades 

‘‘RLAG-FLYING" 

In the early days of Auction, it was considered a 
very heroic thing, wlien yon saw that the opponents 
would make game on their call, to rush in with an 
Dierbid that you were sure would fail, in order to 
keep the game ahve, on the chance of securing the 
Tubbet points later on In many teirt boohs, great 
confusion of thought is shown in discussing the ad- 
visability of such a pohey 
If It 18 the third game of the rubber, it is said, 
with truth, tliat the difference between winning or 
losing the game is 500 pomts It is a fallacy, how 
ever, to argue that it is worth while losing (say) 400 
pomts m penalties, in order to ” live to fight another 
day” Tor, even after paying the penalties, you 
have still an even chance of losing your 250 pomts 
on a future deal, and so on cd tnjlntttim “^e differ* 
cncc between losing the rubber and losing nothing 
IS 250 points added to what the opponents score m 
going game — ^which is said to average about 70 points, 
tncks and honours The loss of the game, then, 
means a loss of 6 boat 320 points It is worth payong 
300 to avoid this loss, but not worth payong 400 
In comparing these two loKcs, we are reckoning them 
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both as certain ; but m actual play, the probabiUty 
of each event has to be estimated If it is only 3 
to 2 that you wiU lose the 320 (which is comparable 
with a certain loss of 64 points), it is most deadedly 
not worth while incumD* a 4 to i chance of losing 
200 in penalties (comparable wth a certain loss of 
120 points) 

If the opponents have won a game and you have 
not, it IS 3 to I that you lose the rubber, comparable 
to a certain loss of 125 Ifjouwinthesccond game, 
you wipe out this loss if you lose the second game 
you increase the loss to 250 In cither case, the game 
13 worth 125 points If you lia%"e won a game and 
the opponents have not, the next game non is sum 
laily worth 125 points In every case, therefore 
the value of the first or second game is 125 points 
A 3 to 2 chance of losing 125+70 points comes to 39 
points To avoid this is not n'orth sacrifiang a 
certain 50, nor incurring a 3 to i nsk of losing 100 
Whether, in any particnlar Instance, the flag 
should be hauled down, or kept waving can only 
be decided by the player himself on the same pnn 
tiples as he would use 10 weighing any nsk. 
there IS certainly no heroism nor eren common 
sense, in making unhmitcd sacrifices 

DOUBUNG 

It is easy for a writer to involvx himself in gener- 
alities on this subject and to lea\c his readers, at the 
end of las disquisition, no wiser than at the beginning 
Among the few maxims that will command uni 
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versai acceptance is one incnlcating the advisability 
ol egging on your opponents till they have under- 
taken a contract Vihich they cannot fulfil and out of 
which they cannot wriggle, when you promptly 
double them and await your reward in pladd confi- 
dence. Only, with astute opponents, you cannot 
always work it like that. Nevertheless, occasions 
occur when it would seem that they do not -suffer 
through their own fault. T^e this case: 


OA, J. 5,4.3. 
❖ A, K, Q. 8. 


4 »A, 0. 4,2. 

OQ, 10,9, 8. 7, 3. 


Q, 8.7,3. 
JO. 9. 5. 

OK. 6. 

^ A. 10, 5. 

K, 8, 7, 6, 3. 

0 None. 


5- 

-7~v 1 

A B 

Z 


♦ 10. 9. 6, 4, 3. 

Z, dealt and passed. A. might have declared One 
Diamond ; hut he prcfeired to try tor game -mlh 
One Spade. V„ having only one small spade, six 
diamonds to two honours, and support in clubs bid 
Two Diamonds in scU^lefmce, which cannot be con- 
deinned as wrong. B. and Z. passed, and A. doubled. 
Neither Y . nor Z, is justified in overbidding with Threo 
Clubs, and the hand was played. 
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B opened ^s^th the kna\e of sjndes (to his partner's 
call), which won the tnck- Immediately Y follo^re 
smt to the spade, B knows that A has called on 
tierce major to four spades, and that Y. has no more 
At tnck 2, he put the lead mto Dummy's hand by 
leading king of hearts YZ made ace of hearts, 
one dub, and four trumps, but wexe two tncLs " shy ” 
of their contract, and AB scored 200 m penalties and 
14 for honours __ 

Except at the score of game all this is a better 
result than if they had won ten or eleven tncks in 
No-truraps (honours divided) and the game (worth 
125 points) 

It IS not always by any means easy to say whether 
it IS better to double the opponent, or to declare 
m hope of game. Here is quite a typical instance — 

9 A, J, 6 2 
J,g 

OQ7 

❖ A Q 5 


<7 10, 7, 4. 

^ 8, 7, 3 
0 A. 10 
^K.J 9 3.2 

K Q 0 5.3 

*4 

0 J. 8,4.2. 

♦ so, 8, 4 

At Jo%T all, Z, dealt and passed- A , One Spade 
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(certainly an adventurous call) T , instead oi 
bidding No trumps doubled was an entirely 

unortbodox proceeding, as it is a generally ac- 
cepted maxim that it is never worth while 
doubling a bid oi One) B, having two spades 
and a singleton heart, saw no danger m the 
double so he made no attempt to pull his partner 
out. Z oi course said nothing, and A had to worry 
through as best he could 
Y had an awkward hand to lead from, but he 
started with the ace of hearts which enabled him 
to see B.'s (Dummy’s) cards He contmued with 
ace, followed by queen, of clubs , the latter card 
covered by B and mSed by 2 , who then led the jo 
of trumps through the declarer to his partner's double 
y took out two rounds of trumps, leaving B bare , 
then led out knave of clubs , and then a small heart 
The king and queen otthat suit gave YZ eight tncks, 

" setting *’ the contract lor 200 pomts, and also taking 
18 for honours 

IfY instead of doubling had declared No-trumps, 
B would have opened ^des to bis partner's dedaied 
strength and YZ would have made five hearts, two 
dubs, two spades, winrang the game with 30 for 
tncks and 30 for aces If it were the first or second 
game of the rubber, this result would be worth 185 
points—not so good as the 218 scored by doubhng 
To have won the third game of the rubber, however, 
{250 -f 60 = 310) would have been much more 
advantageous 

The two preceding examples will probably leave 
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Double. B (alter much hesitation and with great 
agitation). No I Z. and A , No 

This unusual bidding naturally attracted phjers 
from all parts of the room, who rushed to the table 
to see the remarkable cards that the General must 
hold He put down 

t? 9» 8, 6, 4, 3 , * 8, 7, 3 ; 0 lo, 9 6, 5, 2 ; 4* None 

It is a golden rule never to double any declaratior 
that you feel sure you can defeat, if there is anj nsl 
of the adversaries shifting to another declaration 
wluch you cannot double, and on which it is quite 
possible that they uiU succeed Put succinctly. 

Uner doulle anyihtng unless you are prepared 
double ever^lhing 

The double of a declaration on which, if »t sue* 
ceeds, the enemy wiU go game, is called a ** free 
double It may be indulged m more hght-heartedly 
than the double which actually helps the hostile forces 
to go game , but do not foi^et that " you may pay 
too dear for your \shistle " In the majority of cases, 
it IS not true to say *' the double made no difference 
partner, as they would have gone out anyhow." The 
comfortable doctnne that you " may as well be 
hanged for a sheep as for a lamb " means that if you 
have to suffer exactly the same penalty in both cases, 
you may as well have a run for your money It does 
not mean that you are always justified m doubling 
your losses, and inadentally giving your adversancs 
the option of quadmjJmg them Furthermore, 
under the new Code (Law 58), there is a bonus. 
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a do"^e Eood 

the original lead 
I-When THERE are Trumps 
It js seldom that the ^ 

m trmnps opponenta-^rth 

onifcringtnalongsmt^ ^«ni-can establish 

Rft to oslaM.dra“.t L >'°«ver. 

who succeeds m dome so the plajcr 

“y force a 

° /?™‘»se, If the prepo^’’ 'foclarer 

not too great It ,3 aU?^°'^ o' tramps be 
to make hgh cards “ tnapySsa 

^here if 4>,« *^PlewiU be found Kci ^ed 

~el5 Cd^^‘ ”* “4). 

■"C am W,H™ ^'rforcr drscids a , ‘ "f^cd 

'VlnIc,^hae°fL“T‘^ " °”'' 

"tm have ceased ' **'' ’ong-suit «, 

to bnn '^ooce “ ^cT'“ 

short-sa,. , "? “c m the cm, ° * ncsistmg the 
’^' foci that the““f‘ °“ '*«»o tb“"^ 

^'““f'=«-tyouaretorr«^;» 
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to take tncks m a suit which you refrain from opening 
apphes with greater force to a suit of which you have 
few than to one of which yon have many. This is 
even more true at Bridge than at Whist, for in Bndge 
the dealer knoivs his exact strength in every suit 
from the begmning, and can see just where it is least 
harmful to open, 'and where »t is most advantageous 
to make the enemy open He is never guilty of 
hugging an ace, queen suit to find, when too late, 
that his partner has the long, or of bottling up a 
supposed " tenace ” of king and knave when partner 
holds ace or queen 

The best leads are from sequences, whether th* 
suits be long or short If the dealer has declared 
One Spade, and all have passed, so that you have 
no speafic indication of strength m any other suitt 
the eldest hand should open the sequence sutt from 
any of the following combinations (the suit to lead 
being underlined) — 

♦ 0 ♦ 

1 K. 0 4 . K,J,7.2. ge, 9 8.7.3 

2 K,8.4 3, Q }, 9 6, A, 4. 2; J. 5 
3j. 97 . Q 10 , 6 , 2 , A K 4 : J. 5. 4 

In the third case the diamond lead will presumably 
hold the tnck, and you ivill ha\e the advantage of 
seeing Dummy’s cards before you continue leading 
In the second case, I do not recommend your be- 
ginning with the ace of diamonds to obtain the same 
privilege There is practically no risk of losing an 
aco, fever than fite m sutf, through not dashing it out 
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at the 6rst tncL The sight ot Dummy's caids is 
not suffiacnt compensation for the harm you may 
do by abandoning control of diamonds prematurely 
Whenever you have a reasonably good alternative, 
therefore, leave a short ace smt alone A singleton 
ace, houever, is frequently a good lead, if your 
partner can get m, he wU tetum the suit, and you 
get an early ru2 

A conundrum vrhich I do not profess to be able 
to answer was recently sent to me through a well- 
hnonm ueeUy journal 

' Being eldest hand,' said the propounder, " the 
dealer having called One Spade and all having 
passed uhich card ought 1 to lead from 

9AQ7. A873, 0J,42, ‘1»8 7,52?" 

In such a case, the lead is of course, a positive 
disadvantage We may dismiss the trump lead 
Ipattmg your partner under the dedarer) as being 
out of the question Whether the ace of hearts, 
the 8 0 ! clubs or the knave of diamonds turns out 
the best IS probably a toss up , 1 indme to the ace 
of hearts Even if the declarer has the king (and it is 
roughlj two to one against it) the queen may maV e 
on the third rouhd though it woidd doubtless be 
better to make it on the first or second by getting 
the suit led to you There is a slight probabihty 
that your partner is stronger m clubs than m dia 
moods but the lead from three worthless cards 
u usually both futile and misleading The knave 
^ of diamonds may be a guard m the smt . il your 
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partner has queen and one small diamond, and the 
suit bves three rounds, no play by the declarer can 
rob you of a tnck in it, so long os nettlur you nor your 
partner leads 

The lead of a small single card is well enough, if 
your partner has shown strength in the suit dunng 
the calling As a leap in the dark, it is a distinctly 
doubtful speculation The number of tramps roost 
favourable to a singleton lead is three With fener, 
you are less hkely to get a niff, with more, there 
IS generally less advantage if yon do The specula- 
tive lead of a singleton long is always bad 

Leads from long suits headed by single honours 
are often condemned too unreservedly lo 
course of investigations made at ordinary Bridge by 
the late W H Whitfeld, he found that the lead frorn 
a long suit to the king ivas about on a par with the 
lead from a long suit of small cards , the lead from 
a long suit to the knave was rather more advanta- 
geous Both these leads were better than a lead froti 
two small cards, and. considerably better than froc 
tlircc small cards The lead from a long suit to tb< 
queen, on the other band, is much less advisable, anc 
should be avoided 

Tlie disadvantage of leading from tenaccs {by 
which are meant suits headed by A Q or A. J» 

K, J) has been exaggerated Wiitfeld found that 
the lead from on A, Q suit (contrary to the general 
Impression) was only a httle w orse llan from ace and 
small cards, the lead from K, J, being belter tliao 
iiher of these. The most unfavourable cerobma- 
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t.onso£aU^eA,Q J. A.J, and. m a leaser degree 
A, 10 I have heard it asserted that a O T s,„t 
opened with a smaU card is better than a K ' T 51,^ 
bat It IS m fact, shghUy worse la the latter case’ 
the greater mimher of tncks lost throagh nafa,™’ 
able positions of the ace and queen are ccmpea^ "d 
by the greater gam la opening the stronger suit 


«a«derably bS'ti ^ “rom ”wo 

knave and one smaU card is not sr. “ 

t\TO small cards Leads from ^ 

or from kna\e and two small 
sh^ld be stiu morS'lsS^el 

through a bad"oJ^“J^ ^“"^ <» ma out 
1 ‘ been defeated had tLt° a 

^e good old rale of starting ^ ^““"''ed 

That I mav not be suspeefed of ®b-ongest suit 
mstmee to suit mj omi^h * ‘“nufacturm., an 
q-ting •.Ha„dl“^ -bustrale h^ 

n a recent book on the cleT^ ‘®'™*on 
been wnttca for •' adtanS^' *■> bare 
Pbijers 1 should 
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premise that the hand js intended expressly as an 
example of the declarers playi which is perfcctl} 
sound My point merely is that the declarer oagW 
never to have been aUowred the chance of exhibiting 
his skiD The hands'©/ the declarer’s adversaries 
are not set out but Ihej can easily be deduced fro® 
the bidding the hands of the declarer and the play 
of the tricks that are given I have therefore 
filled them m conjectorally 


CONTfiACT ALtOVVXD TO WjN THROUCD A WRO'C 
Opevisc Lead 

9 A Q 9 
+ K J 10 7 
00 J2 
^5 4 3 


^76 

+ Q a 

0 A 10 7 6 
K 0 10 9 2 


I Y 

I (Dummy) 

M 


<?K J 8 5 4 3- 

* A 4 3 2 
O5 

♦ J 6 


9 10 2 

*965 
0 K 9 8 4 3- 
♦ A 8 7 


Score love all 10 the first game 
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The Declarations.- — Z., One Diamond. A.,^One 
Spade. Y.i Two Diamonds. All pass. 

The first four tricks are as follows : — 

(The card underlined wins the trick. The card 
iminediaiely beneath is Jed la the next triek.) 




B 

Bi 


^5 


B 




a 

pq 

B 


Bl 

mm 


uam 


Bfl 


si 

B 

■El 


At Trick 5, A. leads the 7 of hearts. 

Here it is pointed out, very properly, that the 
declarer “ must take no finesse in hearts, but put 
on the ace from Dummy and lead two more rounds 
of trumps, the second of which will be won by A. 
This will leave Y. with two winning clubs, while Z. 
has the 9 to put him in with, so that the only other 
tricks AB. can make are one in hearts and one in 
spades, viz. five in all. Z. can get rid of a spade 
on Y.'s last dub, and must make his contract of 
Tvto Diamonds.” 
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bid them, and, if he has not five, should hold at least 
K. Q. J. to deliberately refrains from leading 

them, and throws away all chance of defeating the 
contract by a lead from the very bad combmation of 
a singly guarded queen 

If he opens wnth his best smt, as he ought, AB 
easily win two spades, two trumps, ace of dabs, 
and kmg of hearts (A , of course, leading through 
Dummy after making his spades), and YZ are one 
tnck " shy " 

n — WffEV TBCRE ARB KO TRWIPS 

la this case the conditions are wholly different. 
When there are no trumps the long-suit game reigns 
supreme The efiorts of both sides tend towards 
taking tricks with small cards, and the small cards 
that are most likely to take tricks are those of the 
most numerous suit It is easier to bnng m a long 
suit at No-trumps than at Whist, where it ivas neces- 
sary to dear trumps as well as the suit itself R 
IS only exceptionally that the strategy of a No- 
trumper will centre round the careful preservation 
of a tenace, or the placing of the lead at an advanced 
period of the game 

Do not hesitate, then, ahen you have had no tndtea- 
hon from Vie hddtng of how the strength lies among 
the other hands, to open ongmally from the best suit 
>ou ha%e, whether it contains a tenace, or whether 
l»s high-card strength ooosists of a single honour. 
In the following examples, the dealer is supposed 
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to have dcdarcd No-tromps : all Ihc other placers 
bar e passed : the smt nhich eldest hand should lead 
K mvderlmed : — 


<7 

1 Q.6.3; 

4- 

9.8: 

0 

Q. 9 . 8. 3 . 2 J 

J. JO, 3 

2 A, 8, 7; 

I. JO, 4. 3 : 

e. 9 : 

7.6, 3. -• 

3 K.J: 

K, 8.7.2; 

A. 10, 9, 2 ; 

1 , 8 . 4 - 

4 J. 9 . 

9, 6.2 ; 

J. 9, 6. 3 : 

J. 9 .S ,3 

5 J.7.3: 

K.I,q, 3 . 

e.j.B. 4 . 

A.Q 

6 8.7: 

A. K,4. 

K.J, 9 , 6,5 

:Q. 5.4 


In No. 3, in actual play, the leader opened with 
the deuce of dubs He may ha\’e thought that the 
dieapei suit uras more likely to find support m third 
hand , or perhaps, being an expert whist-plaj'er, he 
had m mmd the maxim laid down m old times by 
James Qay, that “good plajers . , . generally 
avoid leading from an ace-suit they keep their ace, 
jfpossible .. to bring in their strong scut.’’ Ihave 
always looked upon this advice with suspicion, even 
at \^ist , to the above hand, at Bndge, it is dearly 
inapplicable The dubs are not a "strong ’’ smt, 
and the ace can be utilized just as well as a re-entry 
for the long diamond by holding up, if necessary, 
on the second round- 

In No 4. the diamonds are very slightly weaker 
than the spades, but I have underlmed the former, 
m deference to the current idea that, in cases of 
doubt, the cheaper suit should he given the preference 


I 
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The arguirent is that third hand irould o\crcaU a 
Ne-trumper more freelj in a major tlian in a minor 
suit, because of the better chance of game Tliere- 
forc, although no announcement of strength m 
diamonds has been made, "the lead may be of 
material assistance to partner ** I give the argument 
for what it is worth, and because it is the undcr- 
Ijmg justification of the Qub Convention (see p 12S) 
It would seem, howcv cr, to cut both wa^'s , for the 
dealer would certainly be more hkelj to declare No- 
trumps with his main strength in a minor than in a 
major suit , and dealer s partner would be more 
likely to ov crcall a No trvunper with strength 10 a 
major than in a minor suit On both accounts 
therefore) the opponents are more likely to be strong 
m diamonds or dubs than in hearts or spades 
I should say, mj'selj, that there is practicalJ> 
nothing to choose, m hand No 4 between the 
diamonds and the spades In actual plaj, however, 
the 9 of dubs was chosen as a '* strengthenmg card ' 
and the lead was approved of b> a writer on the 
game In my opinion it is about twice as likely to 
*' strengthen " an adversary as the partner 

For the lead of the 3 of dubs in No 5,1 have been 
roundly taken to task, by one of the "never-open 
from a tenace " school, who wrote to me that this 
" absurd initial lead ” was ** absolutely opposed to 
all recognized ideas on the game ” Those who agree 
with him would open, 1 suppose, with the 4 of dia 
monds or perhaps with the knave of hearts 
Hand No 6 was dealt m a game at which I was 
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Q lookcr-on. The leader refrained from opening the 
diamonds ("because of the Icnacc "), and elected 
to play the king 0! dubs, ** to take a look at Dummy’s 
hand." He lost the game in consequence, "nie 
hands and the play arc set out below. I ^\ill call 
the deal 


How NOT TO Play a No-thumper 

5 ?Q. 10.3.2. 

+ 9.5- 
0 10. 3. 2. 

♦ J. 10, 7, 6. 


C>K.J. 6, 

* Q. J. 8. 7. 6. 

0 8, 7. 

♦ 9. 8, 3. 


’^7.5- 

* A, K, 4. 

0 K. J, 9, 0, 5. 

♦ Q.5.4. 



^ A. 9, 8, 4. 

♦ 10, 3, 2. 
0A.Q,4. 

♦ A, K, 2. 


. Score : love all. 

The pEctARATiOKs,-Z. calls Oac No-tmnp. A. 
Tsvo Diamonds (if he passes, the others pass and' 
the play IS nnaflected). Y.. No. B No Z. T 
No-tnimps. AU pass ' 
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The PiAY 

ctird unitrhrti vns l?e Inch TH 
iirmedicdtiy beneath is led to the rexl irtch) 



Comments 

Tne> J — A s lead is very poor It is certain 
Z stops the diamonds bnt even if he holds both 
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and qnecn. A has a good chance of bnnguig the suit 
in, provided he opens it straight off and retains his 
two re entnes m clubs 

2 —A tries "leading through strength ” in 
Drnnmj , m the vain hope that B will win and tetum 
a diamond 

‘Trick 5 having discarded a diamond, A now 

has recourse to spades This chopping about from 
suit to suit IS a fatal fault of weak players 
Tnck 10 — B , being familiar with A-’s methods, 
recognizes that be has been waiting to be led to in 
the suit which he dcclaicd, but has declined to 
open 

Tnek 13 —We may perhaps hope that A is re- 
conciled to bis loss of the game by the reflection 
that he has pre>cnted Z from mabng the queen of 
diamonds 

This style ol play may be thought too bad to be 
taken senously , yet many a No trumper has been 
similarly massacred through the leader allowing 
himself to be frightened off his best suit by the 
declarer s bidding 

After personal expenence of all the meteoric schools 
oi short suiters tl-at have at various times shot across 
the Whist and Badge firmament, from E C, Howell 
(m 1896) onward I remam firmly convmced that the 
long-smt system is the true basis of all sound and 
successful play at No-trumps As I have sometimes 
found myself obliged to differ on certam points, 
from that excellent judge, Mr Edmund 'Robertson’ 
I am pleased to be able to quote him here m support 
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of my own views. In his Royal Auction (P* 

157) he writes 

" When the bidding has not suggested a lea^ 
italics are my o^vn] the opening lead against a No- 
tnimp declaration should be made from the 
longest suit wth the object (1) of informing 
partnerwheretheleader'smainstrengthhes ; bcc^tise 
(11) the struggle on each side is to establish one or 
long suits, and the lead will help to establish th^ 
early ; and because (111) it is the lead least hkely 
to help the declarer, and it has a chance of hd*‘^S 
his weak spot and so saving the game before h^ 
get into the lead " 

Tlie principles here involved are so import^’'* 
that I am tempted to give another example 


♦ J, 10,4,2. 
0 J.7 

♦ K. lo, 9, 4 


10, 5,2. 

*9.5 

0 K. 8. 5. 2. 
♦ A. Q.8.6 


4. A, Q ,3 
<> A. 9.6, 3. 

V 7. 5 . 2- 


VA. Q.7.6. 

♦ K, 8,7.6 

0 Q. 10, 4- 

♦ 7. 3 

Scoim : love all i. deals and declares One 
trump, and all pass. 


No- 
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Now here, it may be (and has been) argued, if 
>ou open with a heart, you probably give up a 
tcnace over the declarer (not at all a certainty, by 
the way), which counterbalances what you stand 
to gam by bnnging m a long heart Therefore you 
should keep all yom: guarded suits mtact, and lead 
the J of spades, which will doubtless be understood 
by your p^ner to be a ** strengthener.” Since no 
one has made a bid in spades, it may be inferred 
that no one holds more than four of the suit, and 
if so, no great harm can be done by opening it, 
'* The worst that can happen," says our adviser, 
'* IS that a possible tnek making card,m your part* 
net's hand may be sacnficed , but this is the case 


e\ery time you put him under the declarer m an 
untouched suit as you are bound constantly to do 
and. generally speakmg. when No-trumps has been 
declared and the original leader has a wcU protected 
hand with no pronounced strength m any particular 
suit, he should pt IS said] if he has received no indica- 
tion from his partner, lead a weak suit m preference 
to opening from a smgle honour or tenace ** 

The whole course of the argument is illogical 
The object of a " strengthener * is to hit on a suit 
in which yom partner ,s stronger than the enemy 
Here it is admitted that he is most probably not 
strong To sncnBce n tnck m yonr p^ner's hand 
IS considered qmle natural and unavoidable but 
to sacrifice a possible tnekmnner Iron, n™ ' ‘ 

. hand IS held to be a most regrettable madeT H 
actually je, indicatio^ol 
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strength from yonr partner you are deemed to be 
justified m breaking do'vm sudi moderate defences as 
he may possess I 

Let us see how it turns out m actual play 
(Th« card underhned wtns the trtck The card 
tmmedtaUly heneaih ts led to the next inch ) 
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Tnck 

A 

Y 

B 

Z 

I 

96 

92 


9 K 

2 

O4 

OK 

O7 

O3 

3 

0 10 

0 2 

0 j 

0 A 

4 

05 

05 

'^4 

06 

5 

<?A 

'^5 

98 

93 

6 

9 Q 

9 10 

+ 2 

99 

7 

2 JL 

08 

4*4 

^2 

8 

±J_ 

A 6 

4*9 

❖ 5 

9 

❖ 3 

❖ A 

A 10 

❖ 7 

10 

* K 

+ 9 

+ XO 

+ Q 

11 

4>6 

+ 5 

4 - J 

*‘A 

12 

+ 7 

♦ 8 

+ 4 

0 9 

13 

A8 

♦ Q 

♦ K 

+ 3 


YZ lose the odd tnck and AB defeat the contract 
There is nothing ' tncky *' or exceptional m thi® 
deal The prinaple it illnstrates is simply that U 
both easier and more advantageous to a%oid opening 
j-our short suits than your long ones When there 
are no sohdseqaenccs>tt is impossible in cither case 
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to a\oid gi\'mg a tnck or txro to the opponent , but 
then he wJl generally have to give them bach again 
m another suit The object to be aimed at is to give 
iht tncfcs »n lorg suits and receive them back in short 
ores The practice ot the ‘‘short-suit school" is 
just the reverse And this tcallj sums up and dis- 
poses oi the uhole controvMsy. 

I am not, however, hide-bound by prejudice ; and 
I concede that there are certain lands of hands where 
to open the long suit is so obviousl> futile that the 
leader’s object should be to avoid deceiving bis partner 
by holding out promises that can neNTx be realized 
In such cases, the only hope is to hit on a workable 
suit in the hand of the latter, and thus a supporting 
»rd xnaj «ometiines be permissible. 

From the fohowmg hand 

9 K, 5 4 , ♦ J. 10, 3 , 0 8. 7, 6, 3 , 4 6, 5, 4 ; 

the best " blind ’ leadisprobablj the kna\*8 of clubs 
If partner can read the lead as being from weakness 
(which is not, however, alwa>-s possible), he wiE un- 
derstand that the leader has no ' long ** suit of whidi 
he has any hope To convey this information at the 
earliest moment may undoubtedly be of value 
It must be borne m tnmd that partner can never 
hold any suit of considerable strength against an 
mi‘ial bid of One No-trumps, or he would have bid 
Two m It. not neccssarflj as evpcctmg to Tnal>. ei^ht 
tncks. but in order to get yrra to lead him the suit if 
the No-tnimpei be ejam bid. He mn alTOj-, do 
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this, if he bche\es the opemns Rad of his smt to be 
needful m order to save the game 


The Original Lead \7hem Partner has Doubled 
A No-trumter 

A call of One No-trumps, like the call of One in a 
smt, IS never likely to be doubled, but a call of Tnt> 
or more may be , and it is important to have a clear 
understandmg of what is expected of the eldest hand 
in such a case, the doubler being on the declarers 
nght 

X If the doubler has called a smt m the biddiRp 
that suit should be led to him If he has called tuD 
suits, lead the one that he called first. 

has not, the leader most open his own smt 

3 If neither partner has called a smt, there are 
two diftercnt understandings somewhat analogous 
to the old " Heart " and ” Short smt '* conventions 
at ordmary Bridge 

(а) In some circles, it is a convention that the 
leader shall open with his highest Club The greater 
probability of clubs being the doubler's smt is 
taken as the basis of the rule The idesi is 
that it IS seldom good bidding to call a minor suit 
against No trumps, and o£ the two minor smts clubs 
are shut out the more frequently 

(б) In circles where this convention (known as the 
Club Convention) is not adopted the leader shCiuld 
open, as usual from his own best smt. 
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THE SUIT originally LED : WHICH 
CARD TO CHOOSE 

I.—When tiiehe are Trumps 

More than a hundred and forty years after Whist 
was first systematized by Hoyle, a new system cl 
number-showing leads (since known as " American 
Leads ”) was proposed and elaborated by " Caven- 
dish” and klr. N. B- Tnst, cl New Orleans. In 
England it was never universally adopted by the best 
players and was not incorporated into Cavendish's 
treatise until the last decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, just a few years before the game began to be 
abandoned m favour of Bridge. In America, where 
Whist was more laboriously handled than in this 
country was thought consistent w jth the genius of the 
game, the system found more general acceptance, but 
even there the pendulum soon swung backwards and a 
reversion set in among all the shrewdest and most 
flexible players towards the simplicity and directness 
of older methods. Both m England and America it 
t was conceded that this artificial *’ mformatory ” 
system could only be considered adv’antageous so 
long as the side practising it could legitimately hope 
for a preponderance of strength, and that whene\er 
the course of play showed trump strength to be 
adverse, it was smcidal to give facilities lor counting 
the hands of the leader and his partner, 

I To Auction Bridge where, on a suit declaration, 
! considerable trump strength is ordinarily marked 
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against the leader bclore a card has been pla>efl 
where, m addition, the declaration and the discJo'^'^® 
of Dummy's cards make it impossible to limJf 
amount of injurious information that may b* 
parted, the American numbcT'Showing sysff-® 
inapplicable 

l^or to the introduction of the American 
Whist players had become famihar with two 
conventional leads which, though primarily intC-ndcd 
to prevent blocking of the leader’s suit, did mc*dcn* 
tally declare number From K, Q, J, pve or 
suit, It was customary to lead not the king, but the 
knave, so that if third hand held the ace and onlf 
small card he might play his ace on the first 
which he would not be likely to do on a bng 
At Auctwu Bcidse the tpcecauliou U useless 
bringing m of an established suit by the declarer s 
adversaries does not come wthin the range of prsch 
cal politics The occasional small advantage of 
three roundsof the suit before another has been op^®“ 
is not sufficient to justify the adoption of a 
convention, especially when it is remembered th?* 
many cases third hand wnll have an advantag^®^ 
lead up to Dummy at the third tnck 

The second conventional lead referred to is 
from A, Q, J, etc Ace then queen, used to be 
from four in suit , ace, then knave, from five or ’ 
'so that in the latter case partner might be instnn^® 
to play king on the second round if then accompaiu^ 
by one small card only To the conditions ° 
Auction Bridge this convention is also inappropriate 
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li the leader and third hand'have eight ol the smt 
bet\veen them it -will he trumped by the declarer on 
third round. It may happen on very rare occasions 
that the trumps of the declarer can be partly forced 
and partly dravm, but it is a needless comphcation to 
legislate for an exceptional case v.hi«di can be dealt 
wife by common sense when it arises. 

At Bndge, therefore, let the ** number-showing” 
ads be taboo. Such information as they convey will 
elp the declarer more than any one else. 

Another well-established English Whist rule (not 
oUow ed, however, on the Continent) was to lead the 
owcst of a middle sequence * from K, J, 10, 6 the 
CO was led; so also m the latter da>'s of ” fourth' 
bests *' the 8 was led from J, 10, 9, 8, x At Auction 
Bridge, where fee cards of second hand are exposed, 
it is better to open such sequences from the top. 
Not only is it thus made plain to third hand exactly 
to what extent Dununy's cards are hemmed in, but 
it IS made more difficult for the dealer to deade when 
to cover the card led, as he is unable to tell how the 
liigher cards are distributed betw een the hands of the 
opponents. In the practice of some players the put- 
ting of new wine into old bottles has led to a cunous 
inconsistcnc>\ In Whist a small card used to be led 
fromA, J, 10,2. It soon became apparent that in all 
forms of Bridge it was better to make sure of forcing 
out K or Q on fct rotmd by leading one of 'the 
sequence cards, and the card chosen rs-as nainrailv 
the J. But the dndent Wbrst tradition so dnng that 
they n-tro unable to adopt the analosons lead from 
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K J, 10, 2, %\herefore we still come across plajtss 
who are leading the lo 

It was contended in the earlier daj's of Bndge 
the distmction is nseful on the ground that a J Jed 
won bj the Q thus wnvej's to partner mfoTnatioQ 
of a certain re-entry card, the ace There are re- 
joinders to be made to this First, that the infonna 
tion IS not definite, as the J might be the top of tJi® 
smt Secondly, that such information as is gi^ 
will help the declarer more than third hand Instead 
of mtrodncmg empincal distinctions of this landocr 
object dioold be to reduce the leads as irincb ^ 
possible to general lan-s 

In the early da> s o( Whist Q was led from four « 
more to Q J 9 and 10 from four or more to 10 9 ® 
Durmg the Ca\endish Qay period these leads 
abandoned in favour of a small card but the altcrco 
conditions of Bndge and Auction Bridge ha^ erigt^Jy 
brought about their revival In tlie former case u 
the queen is rv on adi erseJy and j ou regam the lead* 
it is generallj better to wait for partner to lead tl^ 
second round unless by leading J juu can 
the zo single from Dummy 

11 jou open from a smt of fiie or more headed h> 
the ace (a itliont the hing) the ace must al'vaj-s be 
A similar suit of four, if opened at all sliould be opef’^ 
m the same waj But the ace may often be 
useful as acard ofrc-cntiy later in thchmd ToI«d 
out aces early often Joses tncks by establishing h gh 
cards for the declarer Avoid openmg onginaUy 
sucli a salt as much as possible 
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H you open originally from a sixit of three or two 
cards (not comprising A. K, 01 Q) lead from the top 
downwards. It has been previously remarked that 
to open from J. x, x or from Q. x is particularly to be 
deprecated (see pp. ni-3). No good player ever opens 
originally from K, x, x or Q, x, x. From A, x, x 
some players lead the A, others the lowest. Opening 
from A, K ewly, follow the general rule for short suits 
by leading the ace first. When the K follows your 
partner will he certain that you can ruff the next 
round 

Summary of the card to be led originally 


When there abb Trumps 

Ace from five or more, not including the king, and 
from A, K only Leads from tenaces are inadvisable, 
but may be forced upon you Avoid especially suits 
headed by A, Q, J , A, J ; or A, 10 

King from all combinations which include A or 
Q or both, irrespective of number in suit (except to 
show two only, as specified above) 

Queen from Q, J, 10, etc . or Q, J. 9, etc , also as 
the top of a short suit (eg, Q, J, 4). 

Knave from J, 10, 9, etc., as the top of an inter- 
mediate sequence (A. J, 10 . K, J, 10 .) or as the top 
o! a short suit {e g .J, 10, 6 ; J, 10) 

^ Ten from a head sequence of 10. 9. 8. any number 
in suit. Also as the top of a short suit (e g 10 o 2 • 
10. 5 . 4 : 10, 7). ® ' 
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Tlic Nine, as the loucst of a four smf, can ^3 
be led from A, Q 10,9; and as this is a bad conibina* 
tion to open from, it follows that the original lead of 
a 9 on c Inimp declataUon, is almost mvanably tfcfi 
top of a short suit From A, J, 10, 9 (if jou are 
dnxen to start from such a suit), either A or J would 
be led ; and from the eight other possible combins 
tions m whidi a 9 is the lowest of four cards, the card 
to be led falls under one of the preceding heads, as 
willbeplainlysecn from the following hst.inuhichthe 
card to lead is marked m each ease with a dot 

A.Q.J. 9 , a. It 0 . 9 . A,It.J, 9 , A,lt,io,9; 

It.Q J,9, K,Q,io.9, 0 J to,9, K,J.io»9 

In other cases, when leading from four or more, 
lead the lowest It is undesirable to practise the lead 
of a fourth best, or of a lowest but'One,^a5 such cards 
simulate leads from short suits, and are distinct!} 
misleading to jour partner 


LEADING TO PARTNER S DECLARED SUIT 

In every case, lead the Aig/iest card, irrespective 
of combination or of number Your partner does not 
wanttoknowhowmany of thesuit you hold, he is 
only anxious to see, at the earhest moment, the best 
card JOU have got m it This rule of course, pre- 
supposes that your partner is a sound suit-declaref. 
according to the pnnciples that have been formulated 
in the present work 
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THE SUIT ORIGINALLY LED WHICH 
C\RD TO CHOOSE 

II — ^Whek thehe aee no Teoups 


Tlie differences m choice of card m this case result 


from the fact that high cards cannot he trumped 
There is alisays a hare possibility that, with over- 
whelming strength against you m other suits, high 
cards may c\ cntually be\vasted if not led out at once, 
but to start by mapping out your plan of campaign 
wth the pamc-stricken idea of saving a slam is only 
meeting disaster half way Your aim being to estab- 
lish a suit. It 15 better to keep back high cards on the 
first round, unless you hold certain three-card 
sequehce combmations such as A, K, Q , A, Q, J , 
K Q. 3 » A, 3 . 10 , K, 3. 10 . K. Q. 10 , Q. J. 10 : 
'I J. 9 . J. 10 9 • to. 9 8, when the card led is just 
he same as if there were trumps 
With A. K and other cards not higher than the 10, 
;C should not be led unless from 5e\ cn or more m suit, 
.\hen there is a fair chance of being able to drop all 
the adterse cards m two rounds The same rule 


applies to K, Q and other cards not higher than the 9 
llic treatment of A K, J, etc , depends partly on the 
rest of the hand With only four cards it is advisable 
to hold the lead until you can see Dummy s cards 
vihen you luaj decide not to part mth the tenace’ 
but to try another suit. To sa-re the game on a four- 
card suit the best chance is to husband its resources 
M carefully as possible. Wth fine or 5a cards the 
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chances of establishment by lead of Ling are gooS 
enough 1/ you haic a re entry tn another smi, and yen 
will then continue with ace on second round unless 
you see good reason to play othenvise which will be 
but seldom With seven in suit king and ace arc 
naturaUy led as when the J is not present With 
• do not start with 

the head sequence . if j ou have fi\ e it is d prton five to 
one that your partner has two cards, but only six 
to five that he has three When he has only two yon 
must not begin by taking one from him under a 
Winning card of your own 
Holding A, Q. J, etc , some players lead ace if they 
have re-entry, but here a uniform rule is preferable 
Follow the general rule for an intermediate sequence 
by leading the queen unless jou have seven in suit 
^th the ace 

With eight in suit and re entry you may lead ace 
when the other cards are small , othenvise it is 
imperative to retain the ace in the hope that partner 
may be able to put you in 
From K, Q 10 Lmg should be led, any number m 
suit , you thus prevent the knave makmg single or 
singly guarded and jou retain tenace if Lmave ant? 
two small— or A, J and one small— shou’d be on 
> our right If the dealer has both ace and kna\ e be 
wll frequently hold up the ace on the first round 
It IS so difficult and so important to defend j-our«eIf 
gainst this device (known as the ** Bath Coup “ pro- 
bably from the name of the torni where it first came 
into notice at Whist) that third liand holding the ace 
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should play it on the king; and holding the knave 
should generally play it underneath. This being the 
understanding : if neither card falls on the first 
round, the leader discontinues the suit and waits 
for partner to lead it the second time. The following 
is one oi many instances that have come under my 
notice where this precaution would have materially 
changed the current of affairs 


The Bath Coup. Neclectihc to Change Suit 
^ A.Q. 9, 8. 

♦9. 5.4- 

0 3. 5. 3- 

♦ K.Q,8. 


^ K, 10. 

4 » 3 . 2 . 

0 K, Q, 10, 9, 8. 

47.5.3.2. 



^7. 4. 3. 2. 

4 A, J. 7. 6. 
OA. 

4 A, J, 10, 6. 


4 K. Q. 10. 8. 
0 7. 6, 4, 2. 

4 9.4- 


Score: love all. 
pass, 


Z. calls One No-trurap. All 
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Trt£^s^i 3 ^Y mal.es histcrodiamoads and 
spade B makes ace aod queen of hearts 


Resuit YZ win two by cards 
Comments 

Tnck s —A s continuance of the club suit is 
laxly unfortunate Had he been able to infer 
B s not placing ace or knai'e) that both were m ^ 
declarer a hand he irould here have Jed ^ J ^ 
would certainly have defeated the contract , 
unless YZ play carefully, are likely to mn 
J tncks — four hearts two clubs and two spades 
four hearts three clubs and one sjuife ) as may 1’* 
seen by pIaJ^ng out the hand that way 

TrtekS — B has nothing better He dare not af*® 
hearts and let Y in to make the diamonds 
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Tnclt 7 — Z plajs to leave Dummy with the win 
nmg spade on the fotirth round 

Summary of the card to be led originally : 

Whem there are no Trumps 
Ace from A, Q se\cn m suit, or from A and small 
cards eight in suit, but only if holding a re-entry 
Kivg from A, K, Q. etc , from A K, J etc , four in 
suit , from A, K J, etc fi\e or six in suit, only if 
holding a re-entry . from A K, etc , or K Q etc , 
seven or more in suit , from K Q J, etc , from K, Q 
10, etc 

Queen from A, Q, J, etc (unless seven or more m 
suit with re-entry) , from Q J lOorQ J 9 
Knave as when there are trumps also from A, K, 
J, 10 five or six in suit without re-entr> 

Ten as when there are trumps 

The Lead op the Tourth Best 
In No tramps when leading from all combinations 
other than are speafied abo\e, it lias become the 
uni\ ersal practice to lead the fourth from the top 
commonly spoken of as the ** fourth best *’ card I 
have already expressed the opinion that it is disad- 
v'antageous to give prease information as to number 
in leading from high-card combmations, and it is 
rather an open question whether it is not Iikewase 
f undesirable to do a similar thing m leading a low card 
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define the natoe ol the strength which heads jour 
suit WTien your long suit is not strong enough 
to open high it becomes o£ increased value to your 
partner to be put into possession of the exact length 
thereof 

Exampixs or THE Lead of the Fourth Best 
(Th« card to be led ts dotted) 

K lo 8 7, 5 
A, J 9 6, 2. 

K, Q 6.5.4. 

The fourth best lead oftfcn gives equally useful 
luiormation concerning what the leader cannot hold 
as cqnceming what be does hold Ihe lead of a deuce 
prodaims four cards exactly and no high card com* 
bmation stronger than A. K xo The lead of a 4 
com eys the same message if the 3 and 2 are seen in 
Dummy or elsewhere, and so on 
The disadvantage that may result from the mfor- 
mation, equallj prease, which the same rule supplies 
to the declarer is strikingly shown m Illusteattv'E 
Hand No XXXTV where the lead of the n of spades 
enables the declarer to count every card in the hands 
of both his opponents at the second trxck of the deal 
He 13 thus m a position to plan with complete confi* 
dence for a Grand Slam The whole of this chain of 
reasoning rests on the fourth best convention 
We can thus see bow, when this convention is 
^ adopted, the lead of even a very small card may give 
far reaching information When a medium card is 
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led U IS often possible to count aU the hicher ones 

with faahty For instance , 

Your partner leads the 7 of diamnod= . tv 
lays down 10, 6, 5. 3 : you hoid 
only four unseen cards higher than tie 7 ^ A T 
Q, 9). and three oi them exaetlv 
leader's hand Hence the declS'^ hold! !* ‘c® 

high honours (lor if jour partner had h!d alUa°' 

would have led the king) and on mv 

thanthey. If Dummy dies not plawhe^'^ 

the 4, being sure that A or K or O wVhe f 

the suit established Had you Leh«l * 

on the 7 Dummy must have made the ^ 

would have been lost If partner h,! 1 a r 

he knows, when his 7 forces the aee ta Q 

J and 8 and if he gets in before you t wu“ 

play by leading a small card ^ ^ 

A simple arithmetical method i™ 

■■ Ele^e^ Rule/' ,s m common u^fo^n, 
mg up hew many high cards are outstSd'^^ 
the leader without staying to momr^ 
those high cards may be exactly what 

Tnc Eleven Role 
Deduct Inm eleven the nimdier cl 
led. end the recine wvlt be tin: numli C '"■! 
than the one led ahich are net in the t.J '* 
Example ^ i^-n hand 

Partaer leads the 8 of dubs T>,„o„ 

Q, 7. 6 . you hold K, 10. 5 Rightly P-'le down 

three The three cards, higher “ 

“■ Fhich are 
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not in the leader's own hand, are all in sight. H 
Dummy does not put on the queen first round jou 
need play nothing higherthan the 8, for you know the 
declarer cannot beat it. 

Again • 

Partner leads the seven of diamonds ; Dummy 
plays m the kmg from K, 9 only ; you hold Q, J, 6 
Seven from eleven leaves four, and the four are all in 
sight You know the suit isestabhshed andj ou must 
not fail to play the J under the K If partner gets in 
agam and leads out the ace you once more get out of 
his way by throwing the queen This methodof play, 
by which > ou make sure of not obstructmg any of the 
leader's diamonds, is termed " unblocking " 

Again • 

Partner leads the 6 of spades , Dummy lays down 
the J, 7 only , you hold Q 9, a Dummy plays in 
the J , you cover with theQ won by the declarer with 
the ace Six from eleven leaves five, and jou know 
immediately that the suit is established and that three 
or more tncks will be won in the suit as soon as either 
partner regains the lead 

That the declarer also may be helped to a sure 
finesse is, of course, equally evident Say that V 
(Dummy) holds K, Q 5 2 , Z has 10, 8 only , A 
leads the 7 Knowing that A must have A, J. 9, Z 
lets the trick come up to his own hand Had a smaller 
card been led Z might easily play in the Q from 
Dummy and wm one tnck fewer Yet here again the 
argument cannot be pressed too far. If Z needs 
three tricks in the suit he will, even if the 2 or 3 be 
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led, assMnc that A holds the Imave and will let the 
tnck come up on speculation ' 

There are positions where the declarer denves little 
or no advantage from the mtormation aflorded Say 
the 7 IS led as before. Dummy lays doivn Q, J, 6, 4 ; 
the declarer has A, 8, 3 The latter can mn’m’his 
ownhand with the8, but bysodomghe does not make 

an ^xtra trick If the 2 be led and dummy puts up 
the knave, YZ unn three tncks just the same 

rurthermore, although the declarer can tell h(m 
many cards higher than the card led are held by third 
hand, it by no means Mows that he can see which 
cards they are As before. A. leads the 7 y 
(Dummy) has K, 9 5 ; Z has the 6 and 4 Y plavs’ 
thepwonbytheio B then givb the lead m another 
suit to A , who continues the ongmaJ smt with knave 
Z cannot tell whether A has ace and B queen or 
tn« icrsd he is therefore obliged to cover with the 
king Should B be found with ace and one small 
card the result is that the first six tricks of the hand 
are lost by YZ straight awaj Had the deS^ 
Wm, he could have postponed h.s king and blockld 

On the whole, I conceive tTii» 
slightly in fatour of the lead of fourth besi’on 
trump call At aU events the greaT^an^i . 
players have adopted it and it „ ’ ‘S' of good 

practice should be umfor^ But 
gcrate the importance aM wit" 


gcrate the importance and value of 
Against opponents of equal calibre th 

derive nearlysomuchbcnefitfremitasl*:! 
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Leading to Partner’s Declared Suit 
Wth not more tlian three of the suit, the ?ngl^st 
must m all cases be led Holding four or more, 
without a head sequence, the practice of the best 
English players seems to be to lead low, for the reason 
that it IS important that partner should be able to 
count your holdmg as accurately as possible In 
America the rule of leading from the top is observed 
mdependently of number 
There is one situation, however, m whidi it is nn?«r 
nght to lead a high unsupported honour from more 
than two in suit When the declarer (on your right) 
has overbid your partner’s suit call vnth No trumps, 
he has shown at least one ‘ stopper ' in the suit (sr< 
p 8i) By leading low from ace or king to three 
or more, you may be able to Kill that stopper when 
the suit IS returned by your partner, who may h6!d 
king or ace respccti\cly H ts belter for you io blcek 
your partner s suit than fer the declarer to do so 

THE ORDINARY CONVENTIONS 
(only applicable to the opponents of the declarer) 
z In following suit when you play one of two or 
more cards in sequence play the lovesl of the *e- 
quence As regards the winning of that particular 
trick. It does not matter which card you play As 
regards information to partner, it matters a great 
deal That he may be able to draw correct infer 
ences it is absolutely necessary that you follow a 
strict rule 

Example— It your partner leads the 3 through 
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ihetsivt^sr;:>-!‘ 5 : 3 .D^p.a, 

the 6 or the 7. • 5 . yon play the 5, ml 

ooitlmg, orwhe^fS^™g°!nlt bm m^’ 

to rvm the tnck, yon play the emalleSt^ " If " 
partner leads J. Dummy plays the n , n “ T” 
6. 4 . 2 . yon play the 2. Juie 4 m th^ T “ 

theprecSng^ STs^mSor 

your partner to count the n^ber o^ 

hold m the suit la snej^" '=* «>>« yon 

"signal'* or to "call" lnstM,5 *o 

card, you then play an unnecei^v hit/"" 

jon play or discard a lowettt^^a^,?””* . 

■• signal " or •■ call •• .a complete " J""* 

Tne exact meanmg of a • signal" van 
to circumstances, as is explamed beloiT ““"H: 

3 When there are trumps 

To signal in a plain suit He m a 
the tr^p suit) IS to mdicate iwo o2' 
and a desne to ruB the third round " * 

EATcm^/r— If spades are trumps and 

opens mth the king of hearts, and fnn Partner 
ace of hearts . and you hold the 7 ana ■" ‘ks 
play the 7 on the first round. When th ’ 5 on 
the second round, your partner knows th ^ ““ 

no more hearts and can trump the Ihinf ” ’>«Ve 

When the higher of your tvpo cant. 

^““honour 
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it IS better to play the loxer on the first ronnd, when 
making no effort to wm the tnck. The honotir may 
be of use later on , and if it has to be played under 
a higher honour, it will still convq^ its own natural 
information that it is the lowest card which you 
then hold. Some players, however, signal when the 
higher of their two cards is the zo. 

4. When there are no trumps x — 

To signal m your partner’s suit shows the holding 
of four or more If j on have four only, it may be 
necessary to *' unblock " the suit by signalling with 
the two middle cards 

Your partner opens, agamst a Ko* 
trumper, with the king of dobs Dummy holds the 
8 and 6 You hold the 10, 9, 7, 5 You should plaj 
the 9 on the first round ai«i the 7 on the second Ou 
the third round (unless there is special reason to the 
contrary) y ou will play the 10 , and the 5 which y ou 
base retained will not obstruct or *' block " the con- 
tinuous nm of the suit 

If ever you ha\T to discard twice from a strong 
suit, at No-trumps, you may intimate strength m 
the suit by throwmg unnecessarily high on the first 
occasion 

5 Whether there are trumps or not. In discarding 
from a suit m which you have complete command, 
you can indicate the fact by dtsearixng the hesS 

6 Generally speaking, there is no hard and fast 
rule for your first discard Y'ou should discard what 
is least hkdy to be of use Your partner will in most 

credit you with weakness in the suit from which 
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you first discard, unless tRe dedaratious or the course 
of play give indications to the contrary. 

GENERAL PLAY OF THE HAND 
This will be best taught by typical examples of 
actual play, exlubitcd under the same conditions as 
actually obtain at the Bridge-table. A collection has 
therefore been prepared of Forty-Five Illostrative 
Hards (some of which have already been referred 
to in the body of the present work), issued by the 
same publishers. 

By those who wish to pursue the subject this sup- 
plementary volume \7ill be found an indispensable 
guide. 
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CASES DECIDED IN ,5,7 bY THE FIELD 

newspaper 


^ K, X, X, X 

* A. Q, X 
0 J.T 

4 k A, J, 10 , 9 


Case No I 


^ A. to. X. X. 
4* X. X 
0 A, X, X, X 

♦ ’t. X. X 

' Y 

A B 

Z 

^ Q. J. 9. 8 , 4. 

+ X. 

C X, X. X 

♦ K. Q, X. r. 


^ None 
♦ *.x. 


Score — Gone all. lo\e alj, 
ferent small card 
Case —The bidding traa as follows 

14» 


s-Gni£es J 


‘ bdif. 


•OasJi, 


'Sit. 
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A One No trump Y, No B , No Z, T^so 
Spades A , Two No-tnimps Y , Three Hearts 
All pass 

Was B nght m passing twice ^ 

Decxsiov ^ — Assuming that Z , A , Y, are sound 
callers B should undoubtedly have taken A out 
of the One No trump by calling Two Clubs on the 
first round But Z s bidding is absurd -on both 
rounds He has no jostification for his onginal 
call of One Heart, while his bid of Two Spades is 
if possible still worse The correct bids should have 
been as follows Z passes A , One No trump 
Y , No B Two Clubs Z has now the strong 
combination declared agamst him of a No*trump 
band, probably aided by a very long suit of clubs , 
he may therefore make an effort to save the rubber 
at some expected sacnfice by calling Two Hearts 
A should certainly overcall this with either Two No- 
trumps or Three Clubs and it may perhaps be 
doubted which is his better pobcy We prefer Three 
Clubs No one can nghtfully overcall this, and It 
should therefore stand 

Case No II 

Case — Score Love alL Z passes A , One 
Diamond What should Y do, holding t? Q J 9 
XXX. 4>A, K, loxxx. 0^? 

Decision — should undoubtedly declare either 
Three or Four Hearts Those who advocate calling 
pre-emptively up to the extreme bmit \TOuld call 
Four they a^c that as Four ^vlll be bid against 
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Three Spadea by B , the same call should be made 
at once Wc are inclined to prefer the safer call of 
Three, being prepared to lose two hearts a club, and 
a diamond At the same time, the odds are in 
favour of partner's holding either ace or king of 
hearts, or queen of clubs , and v. c certainly could 
not say that Four would be wrong 

Case No III 

<7 J. 8, 2 

4.8 

010 3 

4 K Q J 10 8 7 6. 

y 

A B 

Z 


^A.K Q 
•f. A, K 7 6 2. 

OA. K.J .9 
A 

•^ASE— Score Love all Z. One No trump 

A , No y , Tivo Spades B , No Z , Tito No- 
trumps A , No Y , Three Spades B , No Z 
Three No-trumps A , No Y , Four Spades B , 
No Z , Four No-trumps All pass Was Y cor- 
rect m taking away the No trump call from Z ? 
Dectsion —It would seem that the query whether 
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Case No iv 

Case —Score not stated. 7 a i 
A. One No-tramp Y, No 

4. 0 A. 10.8,““'°“°'”: 9 9 8, 
VAiat should he lead ? • ” • ♦ 9 

DcasiON—lt miBht at 

that as Z ’s fitst (fe) eaU '^°o,ht 

of Hearts vas a secondary one rte “II 

Spade We are not of that ooin ““ >» a 

We should assume that Z wT". 

In approximately equal strength Z' a™ ”’“1“' suits 
usual rule of deelanng Brst tte’^^ *“:i“Wo<3 the 
[Seep 59,«-MJ IHhat It. h^ !°f- '-^lue' 
clearly be a heart, and for ' l“d should 

place, because Y2 um proba^ ‘ts SrsT 
hearts than spades betueen them'^at^''! mor^ 

place because Y s recently (prebS,?' »“nd 
entry) m diamonds svould be^.i'’ “ ^oubl, ^ 
spades, but may be most valuable r“ "5^ the 
of which Y '"U fU have cards mhai"''-' 

The danger threatening is of „ “ * '“4. 
Clubs which may be sohd . bat that'^'' th. 
In any case We should mfer t>„t a >s then; 


In 

the 


-sa., ..aaas.*. assay iQUO , bUt that 

any case We should mfer that A the^ 

,e hearts once, but IS short m them stops 
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CASLS RTCrNTLY DrCIDED BY TUB 
PORTLAND CLUB 

CASE No V 

Case •— CarJy in a hand one 0/ the dedare^# 
ncnta re\-okcs, and the rcwLe 15 obscn cd and 
mcnted upon by the declarer At the end ol 
hand, the declarer, lja%in|» opparenfJ> lorgottffl 
rewJ c, proceeds to enter up the 'core %nthout ttift 
cnee to an> penall> for the mT>le Ilia putrrr 
thereupon reminds him of the rewLe and 
claimioff a pcoaIi> Can the pcaaJtj’ now be 
forced ? 

Dsetstov — Vea the dfdaxrr laa elairred 

rcMile ard therefore hfs partner ts quite enOd^^ 
to iroTfr it 
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Case No VI 

1 declarer, and it is A 's lead . the 

^ three tncks left m each hand are as foUoivs 


♦ J.6 



♦ 9 

0 J 8 

A has led B th^o^vs his cards face np- 
table and claims the last three tncks 
“^t 13 the declarer s remedy ? Technically Rule 
7? applies but the callmg of B s cards is futile 
A sees B s cards he will lead a club If be 
ad not seen them he might have led a diamond 
Jjecision — ^The only penalty which can be exacted 
IS under ^7 it is quite true in this particular 
that the penalty amounts to nothing but 
Situations must occasionally arise which there is no 
adequate Law to meet 

z' 

Case No VII 

Case — ^T he declarer whose attention has bp. 
temporarily diverted and who has tunied an.? 
quitted_the last tnck he won has forgotten whe^ 
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it was won in his own hand or in Dummy, (i) H 
he asla Dommy ; ** In wiiich hand is the lead ? " 
is Dummy entitled to reply ? If the declarer 
asks the adversaries the same question, must they 
reply (to the best of their knowledge and beliefl 1 
^ii) If the declarer aa^cs them and they decline 
reply, what should be done ? 

Decision.— ( i) Yes : Dummy is entitled to reply* 
(u) There is no rale on the subject, but the coff* 
mittee consider that ordinary courtesy demands it 
(ill) The committee feel that, in the best interest* 
of the game, as played among gentlemen, such » 
situation could not anse; 


’ B,f«^ b Belief 4r Turner, r/w 
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NOTE 


Jn aS /oUotemg ffanis. /. ani B. ate 
partnen against Y. and Z. Z t* (he dealer. 
The leader's card in each Irick is tndiealei 
fy an arrow. 



HAND NO. I 


to plaj an unsupported queen or knave 
to the best advantage 

2 's (Dummy s) Hand 


Binciion 





v. <a X \ 

Score AB,lo\e ^Z.io ^ 

[S’fir the preceding Note ] 

c '^’.One 

Spade All pass 
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THE PLAY 


Teick r. 



Teick 2. 



Y 


TlUCKs| 


AB.o 

2 . 


Remark (Tnck z) — Tie best chance of maLjng aiJ 
five tncks in tnunps js to find the long smgU guarded 
Mith A. A small card must be led. The only posi 
tton in trump or plain suit when lead of tna\e could 
be of adrantage is when lo 9 are in fourth band and 
king and two small cards in second hand This dis- 
tribution IS more improbable than the one actually 
played for. 
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^>iARK (Trick 4).— The declarer will now try to 
make ^th ace and queen of hearts. It would, simi- 
Iwly.lw wrong to lead queen from Dummy with the 
jdea of fc^mg. The only position in which A 
holding the long, r\-ouId not cover, would be when he 

then. YZ. could not win a third trick in 

Ile dcdar^-. playmnsl be to lead a tiaU he^ m 

Tf ,*^'’ 1 !“’’'°' “ lies tvilh 

n the hearts are evenly split he will tK.„ , . 

thirteenth heart, as weU as both queen tda^ 
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Remark (Tnck 8} • — The last trump and the last 
heart give the declarer nine tricks and game He 
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maj’ maliC another trick by leading from the table 
up to the king of clubs m hb own hand, if A. has the 
ace 


Trick 9 


Trick 10. 


z 






Tricks ' 


[AB.2. 
lYZ. 8. 


TWCK XI. 

z 



Trick is 

Z 



Y 


3 - 

9 - 


Tricks|y? * 


-YZ-, 




6 


ROYAL AUCTION BRIDGE 


Trick 13. — makes the 9 of diamonds. 

’ YZ. win the game. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand : Y,'s Hand : B/s Hand : Z 's Hand : 
9 J, 10, 8. 9 A. 7. 6, 2. C> K, 5. 4. Q, 9* 3- 

4.J.8.5.4- +K.6.2. 4-A.O.io. 4.9.7.3. 

0 K, 10, 7, 6.0 5* OQ. J,9. 3* OA, 8,4»2. 

♦ K,3. ♦A,Q,8.5,4. + io,9,7. ♦J. 6 . 2 . 

HAND NO. II 

Finessing Creelyt when game is safe, to win 
extra tricks 

Y.’s (Dummy’s) Hand: _ 
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TiieDeclabatio'J — 2 calls One Heart. Alljass, 
TIIC PLAY 


Trick i. 1 Trick s. 




Remaek (Tnck 4) — Z. has the game on the table. 
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with the last tuo trumps, ace of diamonds, ace, king 
of clubs, and ace of spades He now plans for a 
Little Slam , to secure which he waU finesse m both 
black suits As he has only one club in his own hand, 
he must essay that finesse on the first round 


Trick 5 

Y 



Th.cks{“ o 


Trick 6 

Y 



Z 


Tricks 


{ 


AB 0 
YZ. 6 


Trick 7 


Y 



Lo o\ 

z 



Tricks. 


[AB . o 

TZ,7 


Trick 8 

Y 



2 


{“ I- 
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HAND NO. m— Placing the lead 
A 's {Duinn ’5) Hand 



zo 
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A.*s Hand 
<?8 . 4 - 
+ Q. e. 5, 3- 
0 K, 9. 5. 

♦ Q. J. 9 . 3 - 


Thick 13. 
y 



YZ. win Litlle Slam. 


THE HANDS 
■ Y.'s Hand B 's Hand : 
C> 10, 7, 5 <7 K. 9. 6. 

+ A, K, J, 4. ♦ TO, 9, 8, s. 
0 8, 3, s. O Q, J, 10, 6 
4 A, K, xo. 4 7, 6. 


Z. 

Z2. 


; z 's Hand : 
<7 A.Q,J.3-2» 
4 - 7 ' 

.0A.7.‘<- 
4 8.5.4.3- 
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hand no. hi— riaclnfe the lead 


B 's Hand 



TKt Deciarations — Z passes A » One No- 
trump V No B Two Spades All pass 

Note os the Deciaratioas — It js both usual and 
TOtiect lot B to tal.t hxs partner out o{ a No-truropec 
vnth such a holding as the abo\e A vs also correct 
m subsequently passing instead oi proceeding to bid 
against his partner m the way so often «een ambng 
thoughtless plajers It should be obvious to A that 
the lour trichs needed lor game vn Spades will in all 
probability be as easily secured as three tricks in No- 
trumps and wnth much more safety , more particu- 
larly as he holds lour spades himself and B has 
declined to accept the No-trump call 
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THE PLAT 



Remabk (Tnck 2 } —The ace of diamonds is led out 
a view to ruffing later on 

Trick 3 I Trick 4 
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Kemmik (Tncl» 6) —2 has no more diamonds, or he 
would not have put op the long, «ecjng that Dummy 
ts sxiid Y. must bold the kna\e, 8 and 7. 


Trick 7. 

A 
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Remark (Tnck 8) — AB virant four more tricks 
B has major tcnace in diamonds and the last trump 
If he finesses the queen of hearts and the fine^ 
succeeds the game is won but if the finesse faiL Y 
will not lead from his guarded diamond but uiU re 
turn the heart and B will eventually have to lead a 
losing diamond- To wm the game against any dis- 
tnbution of the hearts B roust lead the 6 of dia 
monds putting the lead into Y s hand and compelling 
him either to lead up to A- in hearts or up to B s 
queen and xo of diamonds 


Trick 9 j Trick to 



Tricks ii to 13 — B makes queen of diamonds 
and hi3 trump Dummy makes the ace of hearts 
AB win four by cards and the game 
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THE HANDS 

A.'s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B.'s Hand : Z.'s Hand : 1 
9 A,Q,6. 7 K, 8 , 7, 4,2. 9 9,5- 9 J. 10,3. ' 

4* A. K,7.6,4.4» Q, 5- +8. ^ J.10,9.3,2. 

0 A. 0 J. 8.7.4.3- 0 6.10.6,5.2. 0 K. 9. 

48,6.3,2. 4 9- 4 QJ, 10.7, 5. 4 A, K, 4. 


HAND NO. IV 

Discarding to make trumps separotely. 
Placing the lead 

Z's (Dummy’s) Hand; 
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Remark (Trick 1). — ^There is only one possible way 
of securing the contract : by discarding the three 
spades on Dummy’s diamonds, and making trumps 
separately. 


Trick 3. Trick 4. 

z z 





Trick 5. I Trick 6. 



c 
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Trick 7. ( Trick 8 



Trick 9 , | TaiCE 10 



Y Y 

^ fAB,2 ^ rAB ,3 

TRICKsjY2 'y_ TRIChSjy^.. 7, 


Remark fTrick 16) — h useful example of " pladog 
the lead.” If. at this point, Y. leads a trump, AB. 
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van the rest of the tncks By forcing the lead into 
B 's hand, Y. makes sure of another tnck, e\en jf (as 
IS almost certain from the course of the play) all the 
three unseen trtimps (queen, knave, g) he together 
on Y 's right. 


Trick 11. | Trick 12. 



Trick 13 is w-on by Y with the 10 of trumps, and 
YZ make good the contract 


A 's Hand : Y 's Hand B ’s Ha.nd • Z 's Hand • 
9 QJ .96 t7io,87^3,2’9A 
+ S.7 *9. 5. 4, 3 *K.Q,J,io,j+A.6 

OA.KQ, 8,7,3. 

♦ K.l 0 , 4 , 2 tQ 6.5 *A,J,7 ♦9.8.3 
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HAND NO. V 

Discarding a loser before leading trumps : 
trumping high, so as not to ghc ao 
opponent the chance of making a sffialJ 
trump 


A 's (Dummy’s) Hand : 

□iHiSBD 
□ iEaOBD 



The Declaratioss — Z lasses A, One 
mond Y , One Heart B , One Spade Z , No« 
,A One No-trump Y , Two Hearts. B , Two 
Spades Z. No A , No Y , Tlirce Hearts B • 
Tlircc Spades Z , No A , No Y , Tour Hcafts. 
B , Tour Spades All pass 
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Note the DECLSiRA-noss —On tl\e first ronnd, 
A s hand being. \’Oid ot spades, and containing only 
four certain tricks, is too risky for No trumps . he 
r a l H his longest suit Y , bftng the first cdlhr, 
can overbid in Hearts without misleading Z as to 
high cards m the suit, and is nght to do so, as he may 
not get another chance if he passes On the second 
round, A Vi\ov.-s that hvs partner l\as the spades, and 
bids No trumps, not to “deny the spades *' (as is the 
illogical practice in America), but to show hts sure 
stoppers m the opponent's suit o! hearts — nhich 
maj be tery important information for B Y con- 
tinues bidding defensively, to force up AB and to try 
and sa\ e the game B bids on his strong trumps and 
the sure quick tricks that lia\e been shown by A. 


THE PLAY 
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Remark (Tricks i and 2).— To fulfil his contract, B. 
must only lose two more tricls, one being the queen 
of clubs. The king and queen of trumps must thei'e- 
lore both fall in the first two rounds, and the queen of 
diamonds must not be allowed to win. Consequently 
B must at once lead out Dummy’s two hearts, so as 
to discard his own knave ol diamonds on the second 
round. 
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Tkick 5. 1 Thick 6. 

A I A 



B B 

_ fAB , 4 _ (AB , 5. 


Hzuark (Tnck 5) — B must get the lead into hJs 
07171 hand, so as to dear the trumps. He cannot run 
the risk of being o\ er-tnimped by Z , so he puts up the 
7. V.'s 10 of diamonds might be a false card, to 
conceal the presence of the 9 


Trick 7. Trick 5. 

A A 
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Resiark (Trick 8) — For the same reason as before 
B must trump high 



Tricks ri to ij — The last three tricks fall to A s 
TO of clubs and B $ two trumps AB win 4 b> cards 
and the game 


TIIE HANDS 

A 's Hand Y'sHand B s Hand Z'sHand 

4 Noue 4I'»Q8. 4 Ajto<J 7524654 

K 9OJ109832 <7754 

4 A JO 762 A. None ♦J 5 3 *KQ 9 S' 4 * 

OA 8 7,4 qKQxo OJ .5 096 

32 
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HAND NO. VI 

Refiising to niff in the hand that is neak in 
trumps 

y ’s puMMY’s) Hand ^ 
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THE PLAY 
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Trick 5. 

Y 



Trick 6. 



<y <? 


Z 

Tricks 


jAB., 2. 

\yz.4. 


Reswrk (Trick 6). — It is oseless to refuse the force 
on the band strong tn trumps, as the heart suit can be 
continued to the end. 


Trick 7. 


H 

Z 





TriCKS‘ 


IAB.3. 
IVZ,, 5. 




► O KJ 
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2 S 

Remark (Trick 7) — ^As soon as A plajs the king 
of clubs the declarer knou-s that B has the queen 
and that it Mill fall to the same round His chance of 

making the three remaining clubs which wall all be 
good depends upon Domniy being able to put him 
mto the lead wath the 8 of trumps It is essential 
therefore that Dummj should refuse to trump 



Tricks ii to 13 — Z makes the three last clubs 
\Z win ten tricks and the game 


TIIE ILVNOS 

A sHavd Tt sHakd BsHakd Z s Hakd 
QJ 4 9K876 ^Ai0 953 t ?3 
K 10 4 4.7 *QS 3 +AJ9652 

109653OAJ8420KQ 07 

A 4 AS62 AQ95 *KJio 73 
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HAND NO. VII 

iDducing the opponents to lead trumps by 
apparently Ibreatenin^a ruff in Dummy 

A.’s (DuiruY’s) Hand : 
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THE PLAY 



Remarks {Tndcs i and 2) —U the opponents con- 
tinue hearts, and win a tnck on the third ton • 
there is little or no hope that B can fuia his contraa. 
since YZ. will also make two tncks in spades, a tne 
in clubs, and very probably two tncks 
Practically the only chance of success is for B to g ^ 
the discard of a heart on the third round of ' 

but It will not beposstblclodo thisif TtZ. arcalne 
the situation B therefore endeavours to create w 
their minds tlie impression that he is pla>ing to 
the third round of clubs in I>unimy’s hand , 
thus succeed in inducing the opponents to dra 
Dummj's trumps, and when that has been done to 
continue with a supposed winning club 
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RiSiark {Trick 7)— Hie device hes 
and YZ. are now helpless The only other tnct j 
can make is the queen of trumps. 


Trice 9 Trick 10. 

A A 
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Trick 13 lalls to 2 s queen of tnimps> but AB. 
h^.ve \son tbeit cootiact 


THB HANDS 

A’sHand T s HAiiD B s Hakd Z sHand 
•;?IC<)43 '9B75 ^A62 ^QJ.ic 

^96 +Q 10432 +.A 3 +K ]8 

<>93 OA7 OK3io542.C>Q86 

4io86g34Kg7 <>QJ. 4 A 42 







ROYAL AUCTION BRIDGE 


35 


Note on the Decla^tions —2 , lia\ mg tw q prac- 
tically equal suits, bids, as is usual the higher one 
first.. On the second round he bids the hearts, so that 
his partner may have the opportunity of showing 
whi^ fits in the better with his own hand If the 
hearts he will say nothmg , if the spades, he can 
revert to them without increasing the contract On 
the third round, it iiappens that B ’s ‘ assist ' in the 
clubs gives Y the chance to assist m the hearts, 
and so intimate his ptelcrence actively, instead of 
merely by passive acquiescence 


THE PLAV 


Trick i | trick ^ 



1 T..c.s{ABj 
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Tmck 5: 


Y 



z 


Tricks 


AB.. 3. 
Y2.. 8. 


Trick 6. 



Tricks|y?’' ^ 


lYZ.. 3 


Trick 7, 


Y 



z 


Trick 8. 

Y 



T^KsfAB.,; 


T..cks{AB.3 


IY2.,, 
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irumps as a reentry as’it 

lead out the km6ofd.anlonds™daw^^ 

vvould draw a ""”“^18 ,he knave of dia- 

already noted ®‘ "“f , r discards a spade 

monds As he has kept it back, Z jj, 

^MSBK (Trick 8) -I. IS “"■>\°";y„p 01. 
the 5 of diamonds, or » "“here^s thaefore pre- 
knave at Trick 7 B s ^ j,ot rm 

sumably a false one. y therefore nifis 

the risk of being over trumped, and 
'• wth the queen. 


Trick 9 

Y 



Trick 10. 



z 


Tricks 


fAB.3 

IyZ ,6 


fAB,3- 
TricksIyz., 7 


Tricks 11-13 — Dumny ^ qu«n of spades, 

monds. on wluch Z. ® ""tfSimp 

Trick 13 IS taken byZ «ith the last tfumi 

YZ. win ten Uicks and the gai"* 
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THE HANBS 

A.’s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B.'s Hand ; Z.'s Hand : 
<510,9,8. ijK.J.j. <5 6.3, 15 A,Q.5„t.!i. 

•<|.A,K,7,5,3’, +10,2. ♦Q,J,9,6. +8,4. 

0 8, 2. 0 K,Q, 10,7,6,4.0 A,J,5,3. 0 9' 

♦ K,J,9. +10,4. ♦7.6,S. +A,g,8,3,s. 

HAND NO. IX 
Lcod ol a losing trump 


■V.’s (Duuai’s) Hand: 
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The Declahatiovs — % dedares One Kearf. A., 
OncNo-tnimp. Y.andB pass. Two Hearts AU 
pass. 


■niB PLAY 

Trick i. | Trick z. 
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Remark (Trick 6) — A has sho%TO four hearts to 
the l.iia\e, 10 and the ace, 10, 9 of spades To 
}ustify his ot cr bid of One No trump lie should hold 
queen doubly guarded in diamonds and the ace of 
dubs Dummy holds the last spade, win the 
game YZ must make four tricks m dubs and dia 
monds Tliat is to say the dedarer must win either 
three tricks in diamonds or two tncks in dubs His 
best chance of this result is to lead the losing trump 
and so compel A to open one of these two suits For 
Z to play out the diamonds (or even to lead one of 
his winning cards) would be to establish the third 
round for AB since as already explained, the queen 
and knave alone cannot be expected m the hand of 
either opponent Also, if Z were to lead a high dub, 
the ace could be held up , it would then be impossible 
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to continue leading np to ace and knave, and to lead 
the losing trump afUr the one round of clubs would 
put Dummy into difficnlties with his discard. 


Trick 7. | Trick 8. 





Remark (Tnck 7) — Dummy’s discard must be a 
small club, as the 10 of diamonds may be needed for 
the third round of that suit. 

Remark (Trick 8). — A ’s lead of the knave of dia* 
monds must be a false card , it fails to deceuT, how- 
ever, as Z has already read A. with the queen. In 
fact, although Z. would play in the same \vay if the 
queen were led, the text-play by A. is not really a 
judicious ruse ; since it imparts information instead of 
concealing it, and the conect play is made more 
obvious. To play clever false cards demands con- 
siderable acumen. 
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‘□y *Q 



Trick 13 is won by 2 with the king of clubs. 
YZ Viin nine tncks and the game. 
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THE HANDS 

A ’s Havd • Y 's Hand . B *s Hand : Z.’s Hand • 


^ J, 10, 7, 
+ A.J.4 
0Q.J.8 
4 A. xo. 9 


<?8,3 

4 10. 9 6,5 
0 K, 10. 6 
♦ Q. 8.4.3 


C>9.2 
■*•8.7.3 
09 5.4.3 
4 K. J, 5. 2 


C>A.K,0.5,4 

+ K,Q.3 
0 A, 7, 2. 

4 7 .<» 


HAND NO. X 


Trumping unnecessarily high, retaining a 
small trump with \>hicb to compel an 
opponent to take the lead 


y 's pintin 's) Hand : 

SBHHS 
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Thick 3 


Y 



Trick 4 

Y 



Remark fXnck 4) — ^If the deaJer trumps with the 
3 of diamonds, he will be able to make four more 
trumps and the ace of spades — seven tncks in all. 
He iviU then have to lead a heart If the contract 
v,tie to win nmc or ten tncks, the best chance would 
be to hope for the ace of hearts to be m A ’s hand, in 
which case, after Z had cleared the trumps and led 
out the ace of spades Dummy nould make king of 
hearts, and king, queen of spades But only eight 
tricks are wanted to wm the contract and the game, 
and there is but one ivinning club (the queen) left 
m B 's hand If, therefore, B can be made to take 
the lead with tlie 3 of trumps, Z. inll make certain of 
his eight tncks against any position of the hearts 
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Re^iakr (Tnck 9) — Z. most not, of course, tnimp 
the queen of clubs, ot he defeats his cnm plan. By 
discarding a heart himself, and a spade /rom Dummy, 
he roahes certain of every other tnck excepting the 
acc of hearts. 
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Z. wins Trick 13 with the last tramp. YZ. win 
their contract douhlcd j with 50 bonus. 56 for honours, 
and the game. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand : Y.*s Hand : B.'s Hand : Z.'s Hand : 
9Q, io. 9 , 2 .' 7 K, 7 . 9 A, J, 6. ^8, 5, 4, 3. 

4.7. 4.2. 4*8,6, 5,3. 4. K, Q. J, 10* A, 9 

^9. 0 4. 2* 0 A.7.6.5. 0 K.Q J,io.8,3. 

4. 10.9.6.3.2. 4 K,Q, 8.5.4 ♦ J. 7- 4 A. 

HAND NO. XI 

ThroMTing a high trump to place the lead. 
Unblockisg a tenace for Dummy, so 
that his suit may clear 

Z’s (Dummy's) Hasd: 



Y 's Hand 
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Tnc Declahatioss — 7 . , One Club A , CW 
Heart, y , One Spade. B , Two Hearts Z.. 

A , No Y , Tu'o Spades B , No Z, No A , Thic* 
Hearts Y., Three Spades All pass 


TiiE ri.Ay 
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Remark (Tnck 3) — As soon as B plaj’s the queen, 
the declarer knows that the 10 will fall from A ’s 
hand He therefore gets nd of Dummy s knaNT m 
order that, if necessary, he may be able to take over 
the 8 with the 9 m his own hand Alternatively if 
he wishes he can still lead the 6 of trumps from lus 
own hand for Dummy to wan with the 8 By dis 
carding the knave, he thus secures a double option 


Trick 5 

Z 



Y 


Trick 6 

Z 



Y 


Tricks 


AB 

Iyz 


Tk,cks{AB;0 


Vlir, O 

Remark fTnck 5)— When A 
second round of dubs the dedarer sees tS B '^n 
remain with the o and s ■ni#^ ° 

fore ttoow the 8 front I 
not interrupt the ruu of the suit nhen 
through B up to Dununy s xo and 6 
Rehark (Tnck 6) — The full 
Of Dummy s bemg able fead 
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can wm Tlie tleclarcr will be able to throw awaj 
two losing cards on Dunim> s clubs before the oppo- 
nents ha\e any cliance of getting the lead 


Trick 7. 

Z 



Trick 8 

'2 



Trick ^ 
z 



y 


Te.cks{“' ^ 
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Tricks 10 to 13 — \\ makes his last three trumps, 
and B makes the ace o£ diamonds. 

YZ win Small Slam. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B *s Hand : Z 's Hand : 
9 KJ, 10.7, 6,3. A. 5. 9 Q. 4, 2. 9 9, 8 

+ 7. +J. 8,3 ♦Q.9,5,4*f» A.K,io,6.2 

0 K, J, 10, 6. 0 7. 2. 0 A, 9. 8 , 3 0 Q. 5. 4. 

<►10,5. ♦ A,K.96,424 Q, 7 ♦J.S, 3. 

HAND NO. XII 

Sinking n trick in trumps, to make certain 
of contract and game 


Z ‘s (Dummy’s) Hand r 



Y s Hand 
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The DECLARA'nosS'— Z, One Clab A , No V» 
No B , One Heart Z.,No A,, No Y.TwoDja- 
monds B , Two Hearts Z , Tlirce Diamonds A , 
No Y,No B .Three Hearts 2, No A , No Y., 
Four Diamonds All pass 

Note on tiu: Declaratioss — The bidding be- 
tween B and Y is ot the type often seen, where each 
side is afraid to lea\ e the call with the opponent B 
has only one diamond , Y has only one heart ; each 
ts prepared to pnt np with some loss, rather than nsk 
the loss of the game 


TIIB PLAY 





royal auction bridge 5 S 



RmiARK (Tnck 3) —The elnbs aie now estabhshed, 
even li all the nnaeen cnids ot the suit he ift one hand 



iyz., 4 I "“'"■nyz,+ 

Remark (Tnck 5) — it were known that the ad- 
verse trumps lay throe and two. the obvious course 
would be to play smaU on the queen at this tnck 
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put tlie lead into the dcdarer’s owti hand ^vl^h 
the ace of spades draw the last trump, and make a 
Small Slam, discarding the 6 and 3 of spades on the 
long clubs But it is possible that B has no more 
trumps, in which case the trumps cannot be drawn 
in three rounds, and A will necessarily get the lead 
with the knave If, then, the declarer has parted 
with the ace of spades, the opponents mil be able to 
make tViO tncks in that siut before Y has had a 
chance of discarding his two losers TJus will make 
four tncks scored in all by AB , defeating the contract 
It being necessary, tliercfore, to retain the ace of 
spades, the dealer must take over the queen of trumps 
with the ace, so as to be able to lead a third ^ound at 
once and get the kna\e out of the way By this 
method, elesen tncks and the game are a certainty; 
the possible missing of Small Slam is a matter of minor 
consequence 


Tiuck 7 

z 



Trick 8 
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Trick 9 


n 

i * I pr+i 


B 



YZ . 7. 





Trick iia 

z 



Trick 12. 

z 



Y 




Trick 13 U taken by Y u-5fh ♦», , 

v-7 • • ^ tte last trm 

VZ.wm eleven tricks and the game. 
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A ’s Hakd : Y.'s Hand : B ’s Hand : 2 's Hand : 

^ 10,9 6.3 ^ 7 A,K,Q.8,5 a <? J, 4 

+ 6. 5 * 10. 9. 4 * Qi 8, 7. + A,K,J,3.2 

0 J.7«3 2 0 A, 10.9.6,5, 4 0 8 0 K, 0 

♦ 0X2 . ♦A, 6 3* 4‘K,to,4 ♦9,8,7,5- 


hand NO, XIII 

Lead of a thirteenth trump to compel a 
discard 


B 's (Dummy’s) Hand : 



iE3G]aE3n 
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Tiie Declarations. — Z. declares One No-tnunp. 
A., Twt) Spades. Y., No. B., No. Z., No- 
tnimps. A., Three Spades. All pass. 

Note on ■niEDECLAR.^Tioss. — A.’s bid of Three is 
venturesome, seeing that B. has shovsu no sign of 
life. It is probablj’ advisable, however, both as a 
defensive measure against the clubs, and also as a 
dash for game. If the clubs are adverse, a second suit 
may easily be established in No-tmmps, before the 
spades, which are obviously securely stopped by Z., 
can be brought in. 



PLAY 
I Trick 2. 
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Trick 3 

B 



Trick 4. 

B 



Reuars (Trick 3) — ^As Z had nothing in clubs 
higher than the queen his bid of Two No-trumps^ 
marks him with the kings of both red suits If both 
of these are alloired to take a tnck the contract can- 
not be won, as YZ ka\e still the ace of trumps, and 
would thus make five tncks in all A does not lead 
hearts and finesse the knave at Tnck 3, prior to lead- 
ing trumps, as he is wiUmg to let Z w^n the second 
round of hearts with the tang If three tncks in 
hearts can thus be secured, A'sob3ect IS achieved. If 
not, Z. must be forced to open diamonds up to 
Dummy's queen. 
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Remark (Tnck 6).— As the declarer is playiDp w 
the hearts he discards a diamond. Note that V. W 
.discarded a heart. 





Remark (Tnck 9) — Z is evidentlj holding 
lang of hearts in order to shut out Dummy ^ 
had ^son the tnck Dominy s two hearts, with 
^amonds and the long trump, would at onc<^ 
gi\'en A. the contract and game A must now compel 
Z to open diamonds, but cannot afford to gi'"® 
the lead if he holds the last club as he coul4 then 
throw back the lead by forcing A to trump it A* 
must therefore put Z. to a discard by leadiX’S 






Thick 13 is won by A with the ace of diamonds 
AB. wm the contract and the game. ' 


A 's Hakd ; Y.-s Hakd B 's Hand ; z ’s Hakt, - 
^9.6,3. tPQ,8,5.4/K!x^™ = 

0A,9.5. oto;6^4 0Q;^;3^:ir•'■3.»• 

♦ 6.1.10,9,6.5 ♦ 8, 3. a. * J' ^ 
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HAND NO. XIV 

Deluding the adversary by lalse cards 


A 's (Dommy’s) Hand : 




□□SO 


B ‘s Hav2>: 



The Deouxatjohs — Z., One Qub. A , No. 

One Heart. B . One Spade. Z., Tno Clubs. 

No. Y , Two Hearts B , Two Spades Z , Three 
dubs. A. No. y.. Three Hearts. B.. Three 
Spades, Z , No. A., No. Y,. Four Hearts. B., 
Four Spades. Z. doubles. All pass. 
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Trick 3. 



Trick 4. 



B 

THCKS|y2 3, 


Remark (Trlcl: 3).-I» £ S 

n,ul.,A B, without hesitation, drops the lung 


clubs. 
Trick 5. 


A 



Thick 6. 

A 



B , 

fAB.3- 
T“'='=MyZ. 3- 
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Teick 7 


A 



Trick 8. 

A 



AB mntentncks contract, game and rubber. 


the H\NDS 

A’sItoT>. Y-sHand B-sHakd: Z-sHakd- 
9K J,io 9A,Q9g7. 9S , 

OAc,87,4.+5,''“' ok®-' *^.QUo. 

♦3.= OQJ.g ♦A.KB,8.0ro%% 

Z could have defeats 

diamond at Tnci 4 He Li “ 

Four Roj-als. uattott ® 
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His other two cards may well be a heart and a dia- 
mond ; and Z naturally seeks to make the fourth 
trick in hearts if he can. He cannot be blamed for 
not suspecting that B has the 3 of clubs. 

HAND NO. XV 

Management of trumps. Declining 0 mfl 
80 as to get a discard and make 0 third* 
best trump only once guarded 
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Z.'s Hand : 



The Declarations.— Z. declares One Qub. 
One Diamond. Y., Two Clubs. B., Two Hearts. 
No. A., No. Y., Three Cubs. B., Three Hearts, 
pass. 


THE PtAY 









70 


ROYAL AUCTION BRIDGE 



Rbuabk (Trick 4) — Y/s play (here and at Trick 
2) shows that be holds the knave of spades. If Z. 
tramps, he will prevent its being established. It must 
he noted that B. ought to bold a third spade ; for if 
Y. had had five spades to the queen, knave, xo, ori' 
pnally, he would no doubt have called One Spade, 
nstead of merely supporting Z.’s clubs. B.'s 9 of 
pades would therefore seem to be a false card. It 
s important that Y.’s knave should be made good 
ince it will be needed to belp to defeat the contract. 
Uso. if Z tramps the queen of spades, he destroj's his 
hance of making his 8 of tramps later on, in the 
nanner shown in the sequel. 
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Trick 5- 



(AB., 3. 


Trick 6. 


Y 



Tricks { 


AB., 3. 
VZ., 3. 


■REiiARR O'fick 6}.— B. has four trumps left, and 
three other cards (spades and diamonds), oi which at 
least one should be a spade (see Remark, Trick 4). 
li B. holds queen and anothrs diamond, the contract 
cannot be defeated by any play, as B. must get in to 
draw both of 2 .'s trumps. To defeat the contract, if 
it can be defeated, Z. must throw the lead into 
Dummy's hand with a diamond. The declarer's 
trumps will then he led through, and though he has 
both queen and 10, he will not be able to prevent Z. 
from maUng the 8. 
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Trick 13 ~B. leads the 3 ol spades, which Y. 
wins with the knaN’e, and YZ, defeat the contract. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand ; Y.’s Hand : B.'s Hand : Z.*s Hand : 

(?K. ^6.3.10,7,6,4,37 A. 8, 5. 2. 

+ 6. 10. 4' K.6.4,3,3. + 5, 4. A, J, 9.8,7. 

0A,K,7.5,30Q.J.2. 010,9. 08,6,4. 

4K.8,6,4.2 4Q,J.io,5 4A,g,3. 47., 






Decuratioe-Z. calls One D.mond. 


Db rnQ 

0® Pm^l' 


TeicksI^® * ^ 


YZ.t, 1 TmcKs{AB,i. 


- of spaces 


Eemaek CTnci 2)—z holds , 
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Remarks {Trick 5) —A. has no more trumps Z. 
remains vsith four trumps, and the queen of «;pades 
single From his declaration, it is almost certain that 
he has the ace of hearts ; on the supposition that A. 
has It, the game is safe, and the problem confronting 
B IS hou to saae it, tf A has it not. (It may be re- 
marked that Z cannot liold a single heart, for A. 
uould not have opened ongmally from four small 
dubs, if he had had five hearts to the knave ) TIjc 
only lead that u lU make sure of one more tnck, pro- 
vided that A has the knave of hearts, is tlie knave 
of clubs Tins takes a re-entry card out of Dummy's 
hand, and uiU present Z from being able to discard 
his losing heart on the ace of spades Consequently, 
he will eventually have cither to lead a losing heart 
from lus ovm hand, or— if he overtakes queen of 
spades with the ace— a losing spade from Dummy, 


Trick 7. | Trick 8 
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Trick 9. | Trick 10 



At Tnck 13, Z leads the 8 of hearts, and B wms 
the tnck with the king AB save the game. 
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THE HANDS 

k*s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B.'s Hand : Z/s Hand : 
9j,7.3.2. ‘v'Q.9,5.4 <7K,io,6. ;?A,8. 

+ 9 . 8 . 6 . 5 . 2 . +K,Q,7. ♦a, 3, 4. 4 * 10 , 3 
0 8.2. OJ.4. OK.Q.7. 0 A.10,9.6,5,3 

♦ 4,3. ♦A,K,8.7. ♦J.9.6,5. ♦Q,1o,2. 

hand no. XVII 

Underplay, to steal a trump from the declarer 
without giving up a mastcr^card 
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B/s Hand : 



The Declarations — Z. calls One Diamond. A. 
No. Y., No. B.. Tw Clubs. 2 , Two Diamonds, All 


THE PLAT 


Trick x. 

A 



Trick 2. 

A 



Remark (Trick 2). — B. has nothing better than tc 
continue his long suit : by opening either spailes m 
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hearts he would be leading np to a guarded king in 
Dummy. Being driven to continue dubs, his object is 
to preserve the best chance of bringing in the suit 
eventually. Tliere is only one club between Z. and 
A. If Z. has it, A. can trump. If A. has it. Z. will be 
unable to locate the knave, and will probably trump 
on the supposition that A. has it. as will seem to be the 
case from the play. The knave which B. thus retains 
may turn out to be a valuable card. B.’s four trumps 
to the ace form a powerful element of this plan of 
campaign. ^ 




1 Thick 4 . 

A 




V 


PIy 
[ 0 \ 

y 

<p 




4 



Tbicks(^®" *■ 

, X. 


TmcKs(^-.=- 


(Tnck a \ _TI 

In Uris case! if ZdTr.f*' same tac 
rtuvided that he his a rcc<^d™„^“P' 
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TwcKS 7 to 13 — B eventoally gets the lead with his 
last tnunp end makes his three dubs. 

YZ win the remainder, but score seven tncksonly ; 
and are one under their contract. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hakd ■ Y 's HA^D B ’s Hand • Z 's Hand : 
^ QJ.io, 5,2.'7 K, 9 4 t? 8, 3 C* A, 7, 6. 

+ Q. 4 K,io.8,3 4* A.J.9 6.5.2 + 7 

OS, 5 0 7. 2 0 A. 9. 6, 3 OK.Q,J,xo .4 

♦ J.ro.e.S- ♦K.0.4.2 4 9 ❖A. 8. 7, 3 

At Tricks 2 and 4, Z is nght in rufling. since if A 
has the knave of dubs, it must soon fall, and YZ 
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have a very good chan<» of winmng the game if the 
trumps are evenly divided. 

HAND NO. XVm 

Underplay to ensure re-entry j known collo- 
- quially as ** ducking *’ 

Z.*s (DuifMY's) Hand : 
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THE PLAY 



Remark (Tncl. x) — ^The probability is that the 
kDa^e of diamonds rsill faU Xo the ace, king, or qneen 
if these cards be led out Ne\ertheless it is possible 
that all the four unseen diamonds he in one hand 
By leading a small diamond from Dummy, at Tnck 3 
(allowang the ad^'ersanes to tvm), this possibility uill 
be provided for The dedarer must then \vm the 
game against any distribution of the cards, as it wiD 
be impossible lor AB to win more than three tncks 
in hearts before YZ. agam get the lead. 
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Trick 3 

z 





Trick 4. 

Z 



Tricks 5 to 13 — Y. leads the king of spades, dis- 
carding another heart from Dummy, \vho wins the 
next six tncks in diamonds Then B. makes the ace 
of hearts and a dub. 

YZ win ten tncks. 


THE HANDS 

A.'s llAXD 1 Y.’s Hand : B.*s Hand . Z.'s Hand 
<7 Q.3.10. <7 K, 9,4.3. <7 A. 7. t? 8. 6. 5. 2. 

**• K, 10,7.* A,4 98,6,5.3, 2 juQ,j. 

0 J. 9. 7 . 10, 2. 0 None, 0 A.K,Q.8,5,4 

« Q. 9 . 7 - ♦ A,K,J,3,2.+ 10,8.6,5,4 ♦ None. 

Al Trick I A. holds up his king ot clubs, so ns no 
(OCStnhhsh the queen as a re^intr)’ for Dummv. if fh 
deeliucr (ns he tnfers) has the ace. Al the sa,;.; ,hn 
he pht-s the 10, so as not to block the sutt lor B 



AUCTTOV BHIVGE 


til 


HAND NO XIX 

Inferences. Gcncml principles of estnl) 
lUftment 


V.'s (DtwMY's) Haso; 
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the play 



Remark (Tnck 2) — Even il B has not another 
heart it is better not to win the queen , ior it will 
then be necessary lor A to hold two reentry cards, 
m order to bring m the suit As there are three aces 
against the declarer, it is to be expected that A holds 
at least one of them. 
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Reiiark (Tricks 3 and 4) — A. cannot hold the 
queen of diamonds, or he wuld have finessed it at 
Trick 3, and contmued his hearts B. must therefore 
be retaining the queen over the knave in Dummy, 
evidently so as to kill a possible re-entry for the dubs 
As A. has abandoned the hearts, it is also clear that 
the ace of diamonds was his only re-entry, and that B. 
the ace of clubs ; doubtless the king of spades alio. 
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Remark (Trick s).— B. is continuing his plan to 
Aut ont the dabs by holding up the ace. It is useless 
lor the dedarer to go on with the suit, as he has only 
. one more dub in his own hand. Three tricks in 
spades, together with his two red kings, will now give 
lum his contract. 
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i±_+j 

« B Ai 


f?7f; 

B A+% * 411 

UJ +_i] I — I Is-jJ 




^ (AS, 4 
TRICKSjy2 g 


^ r r 

1±_±1 l+_±j R-s| I 1 
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Thick 13. — B. maVes the 9 djaroouds. 

YZ. win their contract. 

THE HANDS 

A’sHaitd' Y/sHand*. B.'sHaud: Z.'sHA^*D•. 
^ 3.w.6,3,a ^ 9,8 ^A,Q ^K.7.5'4- 
+ 9, 8. 7, 2. +QJ,to. 6,4 ♦A.s +K, 5. 

0 A, 2. 0 Ji 7. 5 - 0 Q.9.8.6.3. 0 K, 10, 4. 

♦ 8 . 3 * 43 . 5.4 4K.9.7.6 4 A,Q.io.s 


HAND NO. XX 

Conversation between partners. Shutting 
out an established suit, by exhausting 
one opponent and finessing against 
re-entries 


B ‘s (Dummy’s) Hand : 
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A *s Hakd : 



The Declaration's -►Z, One Heart. A, Two 
Qubs Y , Two Diamonds B , Three Qubs. Z., 
Thr<« Hearts A , No Y , No B . Double. Z., 
No. A , Tliree No trumps All pass 

Note ok the Declarations — An instmcti'e 
example of intelligent "conversation*’ between 
partners, leading up to a dea-sive result. B has 
raised Clubs and doubled Hearts , A himself com- 
mands the Diamonds Three No-trumps therefore 
looks a certainty for game • it is better to play for 
this than for penalties, especially as the opporents 
are at an adi’anced score, and a bold push is indicated. 
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THE PLA.V 



REiiABK (Tnck 2 ) — It IS quite probable that Z 
bad only ivro dtamonds, but A must not take anv 
asoidable risk, and it is salet to hold up the ace until 
the next round 
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Remaek (Tnck 3)— Dnmmj’s discards O'™ ^ 
at Tnck 2) have to be calculated wth care 
portant to get nd of one pt the clubs, or 
block the suit later on . on the other hand it v- 
wrong to discard more than one, as it is no > 
whether three cards may not be necessary 
purpose of leading through Z 


Rimaek (Tnck 4) -An lUustratOT <>* 
ancc of shutting out every ^y 

an adversary holding an estabbsbcd sm 
hold the queen to four spades, and A must p 
for that contingency 


Trick 5. 

B 



T„CKs(^-i 


Trick 6. 

m 
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Rewark (Tnck 6 ) — llxe declarer m^st now get tl\e 
lead back into lus owti hand m the club suit Y. is 
n arktd mtb only tv.*o cards \n hearts and clubs It 
the king IS not put up, second in hand, by Z , when 
dubs are led, A cannot afiotd to gi\e Y the chance 
of making it, because, if he holds it, it is very* likely to 
be single A must therefore be careful not to finesse 
the queen 


Trick 7, I Trick 8 



Reuabk (Tnck 7) — Ihe position is now unu'ually 
mteresting % has the knave and 5 of clubs, and il 
A plays properly, he can win all the rest of the tncks 
against any possible defence To do this, clubs must 
be led again from Pummy , and A must retaw for 
the ;>rese«I his ace of spades as it may be necessarv’ for 
unblocking purposes, to gise Dummy another dnh 
discard. 
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Twcks It to 13 — A mokes the 6 4 and 3 of dub* 
and AB nnn fi>e by cords 


THE HANDS 

A s HA^D Y s Hand B S Hand Z s I^A^D 
<73 ^7 <7AJ842<7KC>20 9 

*AQ6434*K *10987 65 

OA53 OQJ1098O4 -fJs* 

«AJg3 76 ♦Kro4* Ohs 

♦ 0 8 5 2 4-76 

It IS difficult to say dcfimtely whetber Y '3 best 
opoimg lead is 3 diamond or a heart He hopes to 
find Z w ith tlie km? of diamonds (and does so find 
him) If so and jf re-entry IS possible he lias the 
odd tnciw. He knows little of his partner s hearts 
u Vibich he hunsclf has only one small card. 




hand NO. XX, 


Not holding utv 

but allowing u ®’ ao a4^ 
first round «>alUit5*‘- '■rCt. 



^ Hahd : 



n 
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TItE PLAY 


Trick i. 



fAB.o. 

Tricksiy2 I 


Trick 2 

y 



fAB.® 

TwcksJ^2..2' 


rbmakk (Tnck fl-ln*>>' 

P'-y « <» a””. >v,„ four tncb a' 
ha, another heart important tol.a'' 

motit m the St ^ ^ guarded hms ail' 

the spades »I”” / j.^ ^ ,,aar, taken out of D J 

I” the chance of the spades hems opened 

bj B . in which case the kins may be 
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Trick 3, 

Y 



Z 


Tricks!^®-' 
^YZ. j. 


Trice 4. 

Y 



Remark (Tnck 3) __2 

•mg diamonds up cominuc lead, 

must faU back on the elute 
Into B.-s hand, hc.mu be alm„,. *““14 go 

hearts, provided he has o„e ■ i, ““'““a the 

l-“I>atofi„dh.m™ththe;r;"“"“‘.2.must 

Spades, 
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RE^tAKK CTna 5) -It' 6”'^ '' ” 

IS, o£ course, obligatory. 
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Tricks ii to 13 are won by VZ , who make good 
tbetr contract. 


TIIC HANDS 

A.'s UA.KD ; Y.’s Hand B *s Hand • Z.‘s Hand 
C?K.Q.3.ro.7^’9.S-3 5 A, 4. 2. 

+ 3, 9. 2- * Q.ro,54 3 ^ E S * A, 7. 6 

'OS. OQ. 3 0396.5*2 0 A,K, 10.7.4. 

♦ A.Q,6.5 ♦to.s.a ^3.9 7.4 ^K, 8 

Ii Z holds Dp bis acc oi luarts until iV-e second 
Towd. the tcsuU v.attbc \tr> dvflcrcnt B viUha%e 
no heart Icit to lead to his partner, and when I c gets 
I tn \'ith 0 e king oi dubs, or with the knaie of dia* 
monds, vaU nce«saiiK* lead a spade. AB will make 
at least four hearts, three spades, and the king of 
dubs, dclcafmg the contract b\ In o tricks. 
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HAND NO. XXn 

A “ Greek gift to the enemy, so os to make 
sure of re-entry in the suit itself. The 
postponement of winning cards 


B 's (Dummy's) Hand : 



The Declarations — Z. passes. A , One No‘ 
tmmp. AH pass 
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>03 


TllE TLAV 

Thick i. 1 Thick j. 





Remarks (Tticta i and «) —By Mmnmg Tnck i 
witii the ten, the declaiet might maVt thite tncka 
m diamonds at once, but is bound to lose one tnck 
m the suit 11 he makes his thice tucks hist, and 
then leads a ionrth round, he Mill not be able to 
gel the lead back into Dummy’s hand unless Y. 
holds the accol hearts Tomakccertalnofthc fifth 

diamond, A mnst give a^Kay an early tnck m the 
suit, li Y. ivih take it. 
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Trick 3 



Tr,cks{^ * 


Trick 4 

B 



REiitARK (Tnck 4) —If the decUrer now leads out 
the diamonds he mil put himself into difficulties with 
his discards as he will be obliged to keep his spades 
guarded leaving his king of hearts blank If that 
king falls to the ace and the lead comes back to A 
In clubs on which suit the opponents can discard 
their remaiiung hearts A will have to open spades 
himself — ^the only waym which e\ery tnck in them 

might belost — Dummy squeenof hearts beingthrown 

away A s safest plan therefore is to esfabl/sh a 
tnck in hearts first be will thus be «rtain of his 
ninth trick and of the game 
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Trices 9 to 13 — makw the 'acc and 6 ol 
diamonfls ) A, makes tkc Uag ot hearts. VZ. win 
the Ust lv?o tricks. 

KB. score ttoce by cstds and Ox. gatnt. 
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TIIE IIAKDS 

A.’s Hant3 : Y.’s IIakd : B/s Hand : Z.'s Hand : 
«?K.9.2. C>J,7.5. VQ.8,6,3- ?7A.io.4- 

+ A. K, 9,8. + 10. 4. +J.3- +Q.7*6.5>2, 

OK. ro,4. 0Q,J,7.3- OA.8,6,5.2. 09- 
+ Q.8.2. +K. 7.5.3 . +J.4- +A.io,9-6. 

Y, would probably have saved the game if be had 
not cox’ered the 10 oi diamonds at Trick 2 . It is 
not easy for him to see how co\'cring %vfll lose.' 
At Trick 3, Y. has very little to guide him in his choice^ 
ot a lead. Whatever he does uill turn out badly; 
if he knew the position of the cards, he would put 
the lead Into Dummy's hand by continuing the dia- 
monds^which he is s'erj’ unlikely to do when the 
rest of the cards are concealed. 


HAND NO. XXIII 

Securing re-entry in Dummy, by unblocking 
a tenace 

Y.'s (Dummy’s) Hand: 
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Rem.\rk (Trick i). — \\'hen the declircr leads the 
Van^ of diamonds, the ace may be held op. Dcminy 
uill then need in o cards of re^trj’; one in cider to 
lead diamonds again, the olfter ia order to bring ia 
the long cards after the ace has been forced out. A. 
has obviously fed from knave, 9. 7 of spades. U Z 
wne to n-in the first trick with the 8, A. n odd be abfe 
to prevent Dummy from getting the lead more than 
once, for xf Z. led the. s of spades on the secord 
round, A. could playia the kna\’e,atid wbcoY.bas 
won this with the ace, Z would remain with Kng, 
queen only. Z. must therefore win the 6 of spades 
with cither king or queen. 





Trick 


royal auction bridge 


Y 


Trick 6. 
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Trick 7. 

Y 





Tmcs 8. 






Tricks . : 


Tricks 9 to 13— Dummy mates two m 
monds, then leads a club ; Z. mates ace of 
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king pf spades ; the last tnck js taken by B with 
the king of clubs. 

YZ. win ten tncks. 


THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B 's Hand : Z 's Hand : 
9 A. 10 gJ8, 6,2. 9J.9 7.4.3 ^K, Q.5 

+ 10.6.4. +9,8 +K,Q.7. +A.J,5.3.2. 

0 9- 5. 2‘ 0 Q.J.io.8,4. 0 A, 7. 6, 3 0 K. 

♦ J.9>7-6,5- ♦ A, 10. 4- ♦ 3‘ ♦ K.Q.S.s. 


HAND NO. XXIV 

Throwing a znaster>cnrd to unblock 
Z ’s (Dummy's) Hand : 
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Y 's Hakd : 


III 



The Declarations — Z declares One Spade 
A , No Y., One No-trump B , Three Hearts Z 
doubles A , No Y , Three No-trvmps B doubles 


All pass 

Note on the Declarations —It is a good general 
rule not to take >our partner out of a major siu/ de- 
claration, so long as it suits >our hand ; and it might 
be urged that Y 's hand is such fine support for a 
sound Spade call that he ought to have merely passed. 
But this argument omits to take into consideration 
that B has not spoken, and that it is not yet knoum 
whether the One Spade will be allowed to stand Y 


is very weak in hearts If B should be strong in them. 
It ma> be of great importance to Z to know of Y 's 
strength m the other suits And so it turns out. 
B 's bid B ‘'pre-emptive * He has eight tricks m 
lus own hand, and if his partner can give him one 
more, tnU go game at the score He therefore tries to 
put a stop to all further conversation between the 
adversaries Z 's double may almost be said to 
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be obligatory. He cannot overbid in Roj'als, or 
call Three No-lrumps, bat if is incmnbent on him to 
let bis partner know that he has command of the 
hearts. Also, the double is a " free " one- The in- 
formation convened by the double does, in fact, 
enable Y. to overbid in No-trumps, which hccould cot 
otherwise have ventured to do B.'s double is also 
free. He can see his way to defeating YZ. from his 
own hand, unless eight tricks are made straight off »n 
spades and clubs, which docs not seem to him to be a 
probable contingency. 


THE PlAV 



Remark (Trick i) —If Y, wins the first trick in 
hearts, he can probably make six clubs and the ace of 
spades; but eight tricks do not fnifiJ the contract, 
and if B. is void of clubs, the declarer wll only make 
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three tricks in that suit, and trill lose two by cards 
and' the game, since it is a practical certainty that B. 
holds the ace ot diamonds and all the unseen hearts. 

Remark (Trick 2). — Tliercfore Y. discards the ace 
oi spades on the second round o{ hearts. 

Tricks 3 to 13.— YZ. make five spades and six 
clubs, scoring Small Slam and a bonus of 200. 

THE HANDS 

A.'s Haxd : Y.'s Hant> : B.’s Hand ; Z.’s Hand 
^8. < 73 . ^K.Q.J.io, c>A,9,2. 

+ J.10.3. +A.K.Q.5, 7. 6. 5, 4. +9.7,6. 

OJ.9.5.2* 4.5- <** 8 . 07 , 4 . 

+ 7.6.5.4.2* 0 K,Q.io. 6,3 0 A. 8 . + K Q.J.ioa 

♦ A. + 9 . 3 . 


hand no. XXV 

Throwing master-cards to unblock 
Y 's (Dummy's) Hand : 


y 
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Z.*s Hand 



The Declarations — Z declares One No trump 
A No Y,No B Two Spades Z.TuoNo tnimps* 
All pass 


THE PLAY 

Thick i I Trick c 



Remark (TncL 2) — may be credited v.ith five 
spades on account of his declaration , hence Z may 
safely v(in the second round. 



t 


Twck g. 
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Thick jo. 


Y 

0^ 

o 

^ 0 




IS 


“(yz., 5. 



no 
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Trick 7 



Z 


Tricks. 


’AB.4 

,YZ»3 


TitrcK S 


Y 



Remark (Tnck 8) — ^The declarer is now making 
preparstioa for a re enfry m Dummys hand He 
leads out the ace of hearts so that he may he able 
firsl to discard his king and secondly to discard his 
blocking 9 of clubs on Dummy s queen of hearts as 
will be seen later on Z knows that A has no more 
spad^ {see Tricks i and z) and has only one more 
diamond and can therefore be compelled to lead a 
heart to Dummy. 
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Trick 9. 

Y 


'Trick 10. 

Y 



Tricks- 


■AB., 4. 
.YZ.. 5. 


Tricks| 


AB.,5 
YZ., 5. 


r i 


Tmcks{“;|; 


1 


'tS 

9^9 



I-? 

u 

aI 



9 9 

0 <9 

|b 

a| 




9 9 

+ * 

9^9 



k? 9 

r.i 


Trick 12. 


7: 


Teick 13.— Y. maies the last dab 
YZ. ^vin eight trieb and their contract.- 
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Remakk (Tnck 4) —It being very improbable that 
the king of dubs is single A 's chance of making ha 
contract depends upon V 's holding not more than 
two hearts, as well as the king of clubs Assuming, 
then, that distribution if Dummy here discards a 
losing heart or spade, Y defeats the contract by taking 
out the ace of hearts at Tnck 5 or 6 , for A , hanng 
then only the ace of spades with which to put back the 
lead into his oivn hand, could not establi h and bring 
m the dubs But, on the same assumption, by dis- 
carding the ace of clubs, the declarer will make Ins 
contract, no matter how Y. plaj-s. 
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I 2 Z 


Trick 5 



Tk.cks{^«;- 


Trick 6. 



Remark (Tncks)— it 
the plan to hold up the 
second round 


>s an essential part of 
Me of hearts until the 


Trick 7 


B 



Tn.CKs{AB;X. 


Trick 8 


f fi 

I — 1 


[©1 

A 

Tricks 


AB , 2 . 
■YZ. 6 
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Tricks 9 to 13 — ^A. makes the four established clubs, 
and Dummy makes the king of spades. 

AB. fulfil the contract. 


THE HANDS 

A.'s Hand : Y.’s Hand : B.'s Hand : Z.'s Hand t 
^ A. 7. ^ J, 10. C» 8,6, 5, 4.3. <? K,Q,9.2. 

* K 7. 3. -hA. •■•6,3. 4. 2. 

^9. 7. 5 . 4 0 A.K.Q.J. 010,6,3. 0 8 . 2 . 

♦ A. 8. 4Q.J.5,4. 4K.9.6.3. -*ro. 7.3- 

HAND NO. XXVII 


Ro-entry. Compelling the opponents to pot 
Dummy in to make an established suit 
Y.'s (Dummy's) Hand: 



SBHnin' 


Z 's Hand : 
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The Declarations. — Z. declares One No>truinp. 
A., Two Hearts. Y., Two No-trnmps. All pass. 

, Note on .the Declarations. — ^Y. supports lus 
partner's No-trumper not merely because he guards 
the hearts, but because his hand has also sufficient 
strength to justify the raise. B. cannot venture on 
either Three Spades or Four Qubs.. All he knows 
about A.’s cards is that the latter has many hearts ; 
the call of that suit was not original but '* forced ” ; 
A. may be very weak in black, and B. might run up 
against great strength. A call of Three Royals, had 
it been justified, would have been desirable in order 
to direct A, to a lead. 


THE PLAY 
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JZ4 

Reuark (Trick 2),— From B.S opting a suit of 
clubs from nothin/' htgljcr thfin fbe queen up t® 
Dummy’s knave it may reasonably be concluded that 
lie has no card left of lus partner's suit. Therefore A. 
must have fed from sfx. 


Trick 3. Trick 4 . 

Y V 



z z 

Tricks|y 2 ‘ 1 ‘ TEICKs|y2’’ 3' 


Rcajark (Tnck4) — A. has the dramonds guarded. 
If the declarer establishes the suit the has no means 
himsell of putting Y. jn again unless the ace of spades 
iS In A 's liand , which is improbaWe, since A., haiing 
had ten red cards originally, can only hold three black. 
Z ’s best chance, therefore, of getting the lead again 
into Dummy’s hand depends on his compelling A. 
to lead a tliird round of hearts. To this end the 
dealer must draw all the black cards in A.'s hand 
before establishing the diamonds. Hts next lead, 
therefore, will be a spade. ' 
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Trick 5 










Trick 6. 

Y 



Trick 7. 

Y 



Z 


Trick 8. 

Y. 





TKlCRsj^'- 


h’z . G 

Rfmark (Tncks 6 and 8)_a v ^ 

. , oj A s discards of 


the 


^ and 6 of hearts. haA-mg orJman discards 
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A.'s hand The diamonds can now be proceeded 
with m perfect confidence. 


Trick 9 


Z 




Trick 10 

Y 



Z 


TjucksJ 


AB.3 

yz..7 


r 


Truc.s{*°'| 
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A. . 

P“t ..p the kmg “"”5 the game. Y. 

Trick 23 -A makes the ace of hearts 
"■“ Md the game 

A . TT WANTJS 

A sH^nd. Y'sHasd. B'sWa.^ 

^A,io, 9 8 64 9K,7,5.2 pQ J =««■»: 

AtTncka, B does ♦Q.gs.S 

dubs, deemmg ,t undes.rable't^ <ourtb.hest m 

dubs aud h^ **“ 'iKlaret 


hand No. XXVIII 
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B s IIakd 



Tnc Dcclajiations— 2 declares One Heart A 
Two Clubs Y No B Two No-trumps All pass 
Note ov the DrcLARAnoss — Z s hand « rather 
W’cak m the rank of the cards but with two fite suits 
and another suit blank he ought to do well with 
either hearts or diamonds as tnanps This js an 
example of the rule of declanng first the higlier of 
two nearly equal five-suits so as to give partner \\hen 
the lower suit is shown later on the option of Icaiyjg 
thatlowersuit or of reverting to the higher one 
out increasing the number of tncks to be won As 
things turn out houever Z is unable to call hi^ dia 
monds except by contracting for nine tncks vvhich 
1ji5 hand does not justify A s Two Clubs is j 
forced effort to save the robber Jus tianj ^ 
worth nearly three tncks more with clubs as tnijjjpj 
than with hearts 
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THE PLAY 


Trick 1. 


f 



Trick 2. 



Remark (Trick 1 )— b. must 
his o^-n hand, so that the kinf» v. in 

Dunm.5-s dub^ ^ for 

Remark (Tnck 2) —All ti,« 
the ace, lo) bemg m Y.’s hand, f ^ 

declarer continues leadme clubs fT,^ v ^ 
the opponent ndl main tlrtacU ta 
It can be estabhshed B mil the t More 

into Dummy-s hand m' 

lhr<i«%h Y.'s cards np to his oi™ dobs 

should hold np the ace nntU the fonS?' “ ''' 
declarer nUl then dneontinue the d ^ ‘I*® 

a third tnck m spades. “4 try for 
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Zio 


The important point for B. to decide, at Trick 3, is 
whether to lead to Dummy’s king of diamonds or his 
king of spades. At first sight the Jatter seems pre- 
ferable, so as not to establish diamonds ; but if B. 
plays thus, Dummy’s second re-entry, the king of 
diamonds, can be forced from hfe hand while the 
clubs are still blocked by the declarer. The declarer 
must therefore lead diamonds at Trick 3, esiabltshtrs 
the opponents' suit. The play in\olves no nsk of 
loss, because if Z had more than fne diamonds 
originally, Y. will not have one to return after the 
second round. « 




royal auction bridge . 


1 


I3I 


Trick 5. 



Trick 6. 





Trick 7. 



B 


Tricks 


( 


AB.3. 
YZ., 4. 


Trick 8. 


f i 




Th.cks(“-.4- 


Remark (Trick 7) — ^In 
lias only to be carefal not to 


discarding, the declarer 
blank his king of spades. 
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11 be trere to make that mistake he wold undo the 
whole effect of his j^evious tactics, as the re-entry 
card could then be taken away before the dobs arc 
dear in Dummy's hand. 


Trick 9 

A 




Tricks ii to 13.--A. makes ius two dubs, and B. 
makes the ace ot spades • 

AB , wm nme tricks and the game. 


THE RANDS 

A.’s Hand* : Y.’s Hand : B ’s Hand : Z.’s Hand : 

Q. 7. 5- 4 tpA, TO. 8 , 3 C>K.J.9.6,2. 

*/J.8,7,6,3,2 Jb A, 10. 4. ♦ K. Q, 9. + Kone. 

oK- 9.3- O10.7.5. 0A6. 0,0J.8.4.2* 

4k K, 7, 2. 4* J. 8, 5. ♦ A, 10. 9. 3 ♦ Q. 6. 4 - 
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hand no. XXIX 

Inducing the opponents to hold up, by con- 
cealing re-entry 

B.’s (Dnasiy's) Hakd : 

9 <? 19 9 

^ ol O 5 
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tnimper, leaving the latter free to overcall again, if he 
chooses, without further jncreasing the contract A , 
having the ace and another club, is also right to revert 
to his No-trumpcr. 


THE PLAY 

Trick r I Trick 2. 



Rejiark (Trick 2) — ^The game is obviously won 
The declarer now plans for a Grand Slam, to secure 
which two tncks m spades are necessary, which at 
first sight may seem impossible smee the opponents 
hold the ace A 's idea ts to play out the ace of clubs 
first , and then to discontmue that suit, simulating 
an endeavour to put Dummy mto the lead with lus 
kmg of spades The opponents will doubtless be m 
duced to thmk that A has no other club to lead, 
and if the one who has the ace of spades has two 
other spades wth it, he will hold it up twice, so as to 
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be able to kill Dummy’s long, and *0 shut azi {zs 
will think) all the rest of the establisl-ed dzu. 
Nothing can be lost, anyway, by trying this ca. 






^''“‘(yz:J. 


Tbicks 5 to 13 -At Tnck 5, A. leads the 7 o( dob. 
Dummy mates the six remaining dobs- ll*n a 
makes the queen of hearts, and the ace, kino of d'J 

monds. " 

AB. win Grand Slam. 
the hands 

A.’s Hand : Y.'s Hand : B 's Hakty • ■r »» ir 
9A.Q,4,3.t7 8. ^7% = 

+ A.7- *9.3,2. ■'•K.Q,J8 6 ^ 

0 A,K,8,7,4. 0 Q,io. 6,2. , ^ ’ 5' 2- 

♦Q.J- ♦20.9,4.3,0. 05.=-^ *]'>■ 

♦ k,8 .7. 
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HAND NO. XXX 

Making an early tricklna short suit. Watch- 
ing the opponents* discards 


Y.’s (Dummy's) Hand ; 



The Declaration —Z calls One No-tnimp All 
pass 

Note on the Declarations — There is no reason 
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for A. to bid his hearts, since he will have the lead. 
His hand hote ont no prospect of eight trichs in 
Hearts, while if B. has either ace or kmg of that snit 
the game ought to be sale against the Ko-trump call! 


THE 

Thick i. 



PlAY * 

I Trick 2. 


Y 



It is better to do this at 

are stni nnaware of the distrihnr ^ ^'Iversarie 

diamonds. The decl^t^*™, 

depends on the discards that AB 

upon the clubs to mak 
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Trick 3, Trick 4.' . 

V Y 



Z Z 

- TAB., I. ^ MB, I. 


Rruarr (Tnck 3)— The declarer will not, of 
coarse, hold up the ace of hearts, as he is now plaj- 
iug for a Small Slam. He discards a diamond in the 
hope that AB. will also discard from diamonds, and 
enable Dummy to win the third round eventually 
with the g. A. must hold the 10 of hearts, and 
Dummy’s 8 is the next best * 

Remark (Tnck 4). — It is important, in order to 
embarrass eficctually the adversaries m their discards, 
to lead out the king of spades before plajing out tbe 
clubs. 
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TRtCK 7. 


Y 

,♦ A] 


cr*^] 

!:•:» 

?_*' •*-"' 


..M 

_ /AB.i 


Tncx 8. 

7 
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Remabr (Tnck 7) — ^After B has discarded to this 
tnck, there is only the knave of spades remaining 
in the opponents' hands 

Remark (Trick 8) — AB are now throwing away 
their established suit Only the lo and 7 of hearts 
now remain m their hands 


'Trick 9. 

Y 



Trick ro 

Y 



Remark (Tnck g) — Dummy's spade is of course 
useless as the declarer still has the 4 m lus own hand. 
B 15 beginning to throw away diamonds 

Rest ARK (Tnck 10) —A also is now tlirowmg away 
diamonds to keep his 10 of hearts. Dummy s 5 has 
served its purpose, and Is of no further use 
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Tsick 13. 
V 



The declarer wins n SmaU Slam. 
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THE HANDS 

A/s Hand : Y.'s Hand : B/s Hand : Z 's Hand : 
^ QJ.10.7.3 A.K.8.4 ^>6,5.2. 99 

^ 9 . 8 . 7 . *Q ,6 ^ +5.4 *A.KJ.ro^, 2 . 

0 Q, 8, 4 OK, 9, 3’ 0 J,to,6,2. 0 A, 7, 5 

♦ A, 10 A K.7.6,5. + J,9,8,3, ♦ Q, 4. 2. 

However A. and B. discard it will be seen that they 
cannot escape their fate. 

HAND NO. XXXI 

Refusing to finesse, in order not to imperil 
fulfilment of contract 


Y 's (Duiiuv's) Hand : 
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The Declaration — Z calls One No-tnimp. AU 
pass 

THE PLAY 
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Remarks (Tncb 6).— A clear case for not finessing 
the hearts. A has three cstahUshed diamonds, as is 
sho^vn by the previous play. If, at Trick 6, Z. were 
to play the 8 of hearts, and A. should hold the king. 
2. cannot win his contract. Of course, if B. holds the 
king of hearts, the finesse at Tnck 6 would win the 
game at once, but the essential point is to make sure 
of the contract. Moreover, as will appear in the 
sequel, the declarer has still a prospect of game, even 
alter refusmg the finesse. 
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Trick 7. 

Y 



Y 


0 ❖ 
0 o 


rail! 




Tmck 9. 




Rfmek (Tnck 9) —At this poml. z. leads a njmd 
ol clubs, to s« il the knave or queen u ill tall, in which 
case game is still on the cards 
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RrsiARK (Tnck Jo) — The heart lead leaves the eigW 
tncks quite safe, for there is only one diairond e 
tn A.’s hand To lead the ace of clubs fint would 
lose a tnck if A 's kna\e turned out to be a smgkton. 



El 



SKI 

0 0 


J 

fAB,4. 

Iyz, 7 


Y 

,0, 


r 

z 

^ rAB.4 

Tricks! yz ^ g 


‘ Trick 13 IS taken by Y. with the 10 of clubs 

win the game 


THE HANDS 


A ’s Hand Y 's Hand B ’s Hand 
<5*10.7,3 <7 J, 6.5,4 9 K, 9 » 2 * 

4.QJ 4 -A,K.io ,3 + 9 . 5 . 4.2 
OQJ974.3O6 08,5.2 

♦ 8,7. ♦Q, 9.6,5 ♦A.K ,4 


Z 's Hand : 
O A, Q. 8 

* 8;7. 6 

0 A. K, 10 . 

* J. 30. 3 . 2 . 
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HAND NO XXXH 

A “ Shut-out ” call ol No-trumps. Reus- 
ing to Rncsse 

Y s (Dummy s) Hand 


Score Rabber game love all 

The Decuuiation — Z calls Three No tnunps 
t\ll pass 

Note on the Declaration —I f 2 can establish 
his dabs before the ad\ersanes lia%e established 
hearts or spades his handisgood for eight tncks He 
IS entitled to expect his partner to tale at least one 
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tnck out of the remaining five Nine tricks will win 
the game and rubber. If A has a strong heart or 
spade suit, there is no pre\enting his opening it on 
his lead But by declaring “ pre'empti\ely," np to 
the full strength of his hand, Z ^vlll no doubt be able 
to prevent B from directing A what to lead, if B s 
band be the dangerous one There are different 
opinions as to the advisability of pre-empti' e calls , 
in the present mstance, Z 's pohcy is abundantly 
justified by the result 


THE PLAY 



Remark (Tnck i) — ^Thc lead may be from king 
kna\e. 10, m which case the queen m Z ’s own band 
would win the tnck But then agam, the king may 
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be in B 's hand and Z cannot afford to nia the nsk 
There is no doubt from A 's l^d that B lias tlie 
hearts; and tl th<. latter wins the first tnck, he ml! 
immcdiatelj cstahl^h them Should the finesse m 
cIjIjs thereafter fail the declarer will hardla wn rrore 
than the odd t'lck and possibtj not ewn that 
Theicf re Durmij must put on the ace of sjndes at 
cnee, «o as to establish clubs before the liearts are 
opened If, after all, t!i» kmR of spades » m A s 
hand ro harm will ha\-e lieen done as the lead uj’l 
he w ith A and Z wall still hold the fpiarded queen 
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Tricks 4 to 13 — YZ ^ym^ou^ dubs and three 
diamonds — nine tncks tn all contract, game and 
rubber. AB, win the three tncks that remain. 

TIIE HANDS 

A 's Havd : Y.'s Havd * B *s H\st> *■ Z's Hajtp J 
^10.6.5 998.4 9 KQJ. 7 , 3 , 29 A 

4»K, 9 +10.6.2 ‘•*8,7,3 *A.QJ, 5 '+ 

0 J, 10. 4. 3 0 7, 6, 5 0 9 8 0 A, K. 0 2 ' 

♦ J. 10. 9, 5 A A, 8. 6 2. ^ K. 4 + Q 7 » 3 


Z ’s bid efiectuelj puts the dosure on B Should 
he dare to call Four Hearts Z will double (being 
almost sure of four tnd^ in his own hand) and AB 
^vlll go do%vii for 200 less 32 honours 

On the other hand if Z starts luth One No-tromp, 
B bids Twaj Hearts — and is only too glad of the 
opportnnity IfZ over bids wjth Two No-tnimps he 
cannot make them as A will open wath. hearts If 
the bid of Two Hearts is alloured to stand it will suc- 
ceed through A s getting a rufi on the third round of 
dubs 

At Tnck 3, B overtakes the 10 of hearts, m ease 
A ’s 10 should be a singleton, and Z should decline 
to win it 
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iiAsn so. XXXIII 

Inlcttnct*. riacinft Ilif IkiiI 
A.'& IUsp: 



The DEttAitATloss — Z . Chic SjM.l,-, A,. So. y 
Co. B . Tiro lIcMli. Z . Tiro S|i.i.!ci. a', ti,,^ 
Icirls. V..No. B..No. Z.TliiccSi.ii!^. A.. No 
y.. No. h . Thicc No-tnunio. All naii. 
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Note ON TitE Declarations— A , with three cer- 
tain trump tricks and ace of a plain suit, is perfectly 
right to support his partner’s call Z can only reckon 
his hand as good for probably eight tricks if spadw are 
trumps and cannot expect much from Y , m face of 
hi 3 silence and the ad\ erse bidding , but he is nght to 
try and sa\ e game against the hearts B 's change to 
No-trumps deters him from contmumg the bidding, 
yet he would have lost less, as the cards he, by going 
to Four Spades e\en assuming them to be doubled 
as IS not unhkely 

As this IS an mstructive example of " flag flying 
it IS as AS ell to compare the tsso results m figures. 
Bemg two tncks dosvn on doubled Spades, Z would 
^ lose 200 less 72 for honouts*i28 The result of 
allosvmg the Three No-trumps to stand is the loss of 
30 for tncks, 30 for aces, and 125 (the \’alne of the 
game) totaHuig 185 

The deal furthermore offers a clear iJJustrabon of 
the possible value of a ' pre-emptive ' call Had Z 
started Avith Three Spades, neither opponent could 
ha\ e overbid or doubled , andZ would actually have 
won 22 pomts, viz , 72 for honours less 50 for being 
one tnck down Thus, m this instance the shut out 
call would have benefited Z to the extent of 207 
points ! 
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TJtn PI-AY 



TrjcK 3. 


A 



Trkk 4 


A 
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Remask (Tnck 6) —The bidding and the discards 
enable B to read Z ’s hand to a certainty He could 
not ha\e bid three Royals unless he had both king of 
clubs and king of diamonds -guarded, and at least 
se\en spades His discard of the three of clubs 
shows that he had ongmally three clubs and there- 
fore seven spades exactly After Trick 6, Z must 
remain with three winnmg spades, king and another 
club, king and another diamond. B ’s game is to 
lead out ace of diamonds followed by small diamond, 
allowmg Z to make king of diamonds and his three 
spades The declarer must then take the last two 
tricks, fulfilling his contract, and winning the game. 
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Trick 13 ts \Ton by B with the queen of diamonds 
AB ^nn nine tricl^ and the game 

THE HANDS 

A.'s Hand Y 's Hand . B 's H^nd • Z ’s Hand : 

K, Q J 9 7.6 5^ <7 A 10 9 4 3 ^ 8 

^ A. 10 9 6 A 8 7, 2 * Q, 5. 4 + K, J, 3 

OJ. 10-5 087,62 OA. Q9, 3 OK, 4 

♦ 9.S,4 + 7.2 ♦A. ♦K.QJ, 10,6,5,3. 


KOYAL AXJCnON BRIDGE 


157 


HAND NO. XXXIV 
Inferences. Forcing discards 


Y.’s (Dummy’s) Hand : 



iiSaiBH 


Z ’s Hand : 
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THE FLAT 



Rcsr^BK (Tnck i) — A has led from foor spades 
exactly, headed by the kna>^ ^ 

Remark (Tnck a) — Unless the kna%e of diamonds 
IS a faLc card A has no trorc IIa\ing opened from 
a xveak four card suit, he cannot hold ftw cards or 
more m cither hearts or dubs. He lias therefore 
exactly four in each of these suits B has therefore 
a single club , and this must be the long , for if A 
liad four clubs to the king be ^\-(mld ha\ e opened that 
suit rather tfnn the spades It is ns \reU to lead 
another round of diamonds at once, to moke sure that 
the kna« was a true plaj 
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Trick 3 1 Trick 4. 



Remark (Tnck 3)— The declarer now sees that, if 
his mierences are correct he can i™ Grand Slam by 
foremgboth A andB to nngnard the third round oi 

hearts m order to keep the knave of spades and the 
10 of diamonds respectively The king of dabs M iB 
fall to the ace leaving Dummy inth queen and o 
over A s guarded ro Also B must hold the king of 
hearts, so that queen and ace will wm ,f Dummy 
leads the 6 . ^ 
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RrMAHh (Tnck 6) -To bo oblo to ^ 

-oards eflectively, Z most load out >'“S P , 
bolero tho clubs are plajod out, oluch mil ttansicr 
the lead again to Duirmy 


Trick ^ 

Y 



Z 


fAB , o 
Tricks I Y2 ^ ^ 


Trick S 


y 



z 


Tricks- 


fAB o 

lY/. 8 
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Trick 13.--^ the last heart. u.e 

»Z win Grand Slarn. 


7. 




iSz 


KOVAL AUCTION BRIDGE 


THE ItAKDS 

A.’s Hand ; y.'s Hand : B/sIIa>t>; Z.’sIUke>: 
<? lOf 9. 3. 6 , C? K, J, S, 4. A, Q. 7 < 5 - 

^ 10, 8, 7, 2. * A, Q, 9.6,3. * K. + J. 5 . 4 - 
0 J. OK, 8, 3. 2. 010,9,6,5. OA, Q. 7'4 

♦ J,9,8,a. 410,6,5. 40 , 7 / 4 . 3 - 4A.K. 

There is no ^vay of escape for AB . no matter how 
they discard. At Trick 10, B. secs tliat he cannot 
throw av,-ay Ids 10 of diamonds, and A. that he 
cannot throw away Ids kr>a\-e of spades. 


HAND NO. XXXV 

Throwittg a master-card lo avoid the lead 

A 's pusjsiv's) Haud : 


f 1*^ 

o o <7 I I * 

o *>\ 0*1 <7 J 



B.’s Hand 
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« 

The Declaeatioks — Z passes A , Ko Y , No 
B , One No trump Z , No A , T^Yo Hearts Y , 
No Z , Two No trumps All pass 

Note on the Declarations —A is nght to o% er- 
call B , as a w'anung that he has not much support 
unless hearts are trumps B , with ace king of hearts, 
t\vo more aces, and probably two tncks m dubs, u 
perhaps nght to o%ercall again, at the score, tor the 
better chance ot the rubber. 


T IE PLAY 


Trick i 



V 


Tricks' 


AB.i 

lYZ.o 


Tiuck a 

A 



Tn.cKs{f^;- 


Remark fTnck i) —It is evident that Z has opened 
from queen kna\c, 9 to four hearts 
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Remark (Tnck 6) — Z 's openmg lead shOM-s that 
he could not hate had lour clubs ongmally. nor ant 
thing iKiter than tour lou diamonds His discard 
here shotts that he temams tvith ace of clubs single 
and four diamonds exactlj 


Trick 7 


A 



Trick 8 


A 



Remark (Tnck 8)-^int^ v ^ , 

diamonds left after this tnck itisim 

ro can fall to the knat e if *>>e 

lead with the latter card lie 

up to Z s taate 9 and th^^"' ° '“'i »u«s 

ace of clubs and the ro of diamonds 

tract and game The dec! ' “>= eon 

club and discard upon it Ibe knat e L u 

trill still rctam the 9 and 8 S th t ' . he 

hand “ '’“‘utt smt m his otvn 
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Tkick 9 j Trick io 




Trick 13 — B mates the bna^-c of cJuUs and AB 
the contract game and rubber 
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Tl\E liXSDS 

A/sIU^d: Y.*s11ast>: B/sUmjd: Z,’s1U>:d: 

1;? 10.8,7,6,3.2.^ 4. CA.K. 9 Q. 3.9. 5. 

+ 5 +8.7.6.4.2. 4Q.3.10.3. ♦A,K.9, 

OQ. J. OK, 7. 3. OA.9.8,2. Oio,6,s.4* 

^ K, J.10,3. ♦ Q. 8, 7, 2. ♦A, 5, 4. 49.6. 

It IS diCBcult to say, m view oi the bidding, wliat is* 
2.’a best theoretical opening lead. As the ctrds lie» 
.there is nothing so good as the heart. 

AtTrick 4. YohaNTAg to lead a dub, up to vveakness 
in Dummy, from a worthless five-suit, leads the top 
card in order not to decent his partner. 


HAND NO. XXXVI 

sPlflcinS the lead with partner, by discarding 
the twice-guarded ace of n suit in which 
the opponents hold the king 


B’s (Duusiys) Hasd; 
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The Decuuiatioss — Z calL One Club A-, Oas 
Ko-trump All pass 


THE PLAY 

Twck X. I Teick S. 
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\ 

Remark (Trick 2) — Z. w*ould not have declared 
cluhs on king, knave to four only. Crediting him 
with five, Y. cannot hold a third dub, and there is no 
object in holding back the ace a second time. 


Trick 3. 

B 




RrMASK(Tnck3)— Holdmgthreeequal high cards, 
when the adversaries have five cards between them 
one of the sequence should be pinjed Bist from the 
hand uhich holds tuu. to see whether either adversaiv 
plajs void. Better control is returned, in such an 

eventuality, over the other opponent. - 

it the next lead in the suKf^ml,:^,^ 
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Trick 5 I Trick 6 



^RciiAUK (Tnck 6) — 's discards (liere md to the 

next club which Z will lead) require careful conMtlcra 
tion He cannot discard the 4 and kna\-e of spacKs 
or the lead of a small spade would take out hts ace 
and compel him to lead diamonds to Z s guarded io» 
allowing both that and the king of spades to win a 
tnck If he discards two diamonds Ins fcnaw of that 
suit can similar!) be taken out and he must lead 
Spades to the guarded king w-jth whicli Z. ma> get 
in to m*ikc his second diamond If 1 e discards a du 
mond and a low spade I e runs tlie risk of ha% mg to 
lead from both his tena«s, or else to get rid of las 
high 1 carts %\lach it may lo fatal to cstibli«h f r ti e 
opi>oncnts Tlic only safe waj out of his troubles is 
to discard a small diamond and tlic ate of spades 
»1 cn only Ihekingof spad«scan make and iJie fuifj 
ment of the contract is certain 



Trick 13 IS taken byA with thekna\-eofdiainc«id3 
AB win the odd trick, and fulfil their contract. 


A 's Hand 

9 A.K 
+ A, 10, 5 
OQJ.863 
♦ A. J, 4 - 


THE HANDS 
: y 's liAKD D ’s Hand : Z 's Hand ; 

^ Q J 8 3 2 ^ *o. 7. 5. 4 9 6 

■►Q7 '•'9.e.3 ♦K.J 8.4.3. 

Og Ok, 7,4 0 A. 10.5.3. 

9 S.7.3^. ♦ p 10. j. ♦ K. 6. 
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HAND NO. XXXVII 

Refusing to allow the declarer an oppor- 
tunity to get rid ot a blocking card 



m 
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A.*s Hakd : 



Trick i. 


THE PLAT 

I Trick 2 
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Remark (Trick 1) — Although Z 's second bid has 
marked him vnth protection m hearts, that suit, is 
nevertheless the most advantageous for A to open 


Trick 3. 

B 




thSThoTtt ~ 

that Z holds the only unseen ctab_,he knave As 

tta blocks the suit Z “">st not be allowed the chan« 

ofdiscarding.t solongasY holdsare-entrv n 
tore atTnck^ A must contmne mlh a ^ali?'!!' 
not the ace so that Z may not be able to ^ ' 

his club on the thnd round non by ® 
knave ^ i^mmy ivith the 


royal auction bridge * ^ 



Remark (Trick 6)— A must obviously “Pj? 
king at once m order to make the rest ol the he 
It IS more than probable that Z holds the ace 


spades 
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Tricks 9 to 13.— A, makes Ms tu-o remaining 
icaits. At Tilck 11 ke leads a diamond wMcli B. 
pins with the ace ; the last twa tricks are n-on 
lyZ. 


AB. vpin the odd trick. 


THE HANDS 

A.'s Hand ; Y.'s Hand : B.’s Hand : Z *s Hand : 
'?A,io.6,5.4.2.<7].9.3- ’ 78 , 7 . *7K,Q. 

«|.K,7. ♦io,9.6.4.3.2+8.5, ♦A.Q.J. 

0 0 8. 5 - 0 A, Q, 9. 7,20 K, 10,4, 3. 

4 K. 7 *z* ♦Q.S. ♦ 10 , 6 . 5 . 3 - ^ A, 3,9,4. 



y.’s (Duwmv’s) Uaud: 






/Ha /■ a 


koyal auction bridge 


sho™ 1.C stops the =“‘- “'^“"^ily soUd 

tho excellent chsnce (“f "6 caU- 

suils are aeainsl Z ) ol delcatmg the No-lnmip 

■niE WAY 

T 1 TiUCK 2. 


^ fAB.. o. 

FricksIyz.. I. 


' A 

/AB.i. 

TRICK5\y2^ I. 
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Remark {Tnck 4>— T!ic discards on the spade suit 
must be followed intelligently by A. 


Trick 5 

B 



Trick 6. 

B 





Re™ (Tnck 6)_Z has thro™ away all h- 
dahs B a I„ was daaily last diamond! and h! 

dubs and t,w 

hearts The question K What must A lead e T- 

NowB Eanuothaveaceandasmallheart orh 

have thrown thesmah one rather than two'ofh ' ' 

hshed smt Nor even aoe and W ' ! “ 

wonld have thrown the ace. to make ft, 
dear to A (Furthermore, 
queen knave. 8, 7. and his call t!^ 



i 83 royal auction bridge 

■n-onld scarcely ha^ie been justified.) If B. shotdi 1^1 
both king and queen of hearts, A. s leafi ^ 
material, for Z. wiU then m any case make his^ 
of hearts and his three remaining diamonds, 
critical assumption is that B. has king of h 
singly guarded, in nrhich case the lead of a heart n ^ 
lose every other Irick ani the cortract. A. s lead, a 
Tnck 7 , therefore, most plainly be a diamond, o 
make Z. lead hearts up to B 's presumed guard. _ 
This is a tj’pical example of a principle that ts 
often >*ery imperfectly comprehended ; it may ^ 
very bad play to lead >our partner his declared 
rc'entry suit. 
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Tricks 11 to 13 — Z leads another heart won by 
B with the king , B then mahes the ace and king ol 
dubs 

AB win eight locks dekatmg the contract by 
three 

THE HANDS 

A s Hasd Y s Hand B s Hand Z s Hand 
<76432 '71095 '7K7 'yAQJS 

a. None +42 + A k Q 9 7 + 3 io 36 

OA 752 0864 53 OKQI9 

♦ KQJ98476532 O103 if A 

♦ 10 4 

At Tnchs 3 to 6 Z nghtly discards all his dubs 
his onl> chance oi iolfilling his contract beuig that A 
has no dub to lead and that he may make Cour hearts 
and tliree diamonds m addition to his ace of spades 



(DuMMy's) Havi,. 
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HAND NO. XXXIX 

Throwing fl winning card speculatively, In 
tlio hope of placing the lead with partner 
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Trick 5 


B 




Remark (Tnck 5) — B has shorni two more spades 
at least by his play of the 5 to Tnck 2, and his discard 
of the deuce to this tnck Z.. whoismarkedwiththe 


o 
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lang can, therefore, onlj ha\c a single guard to it, 
and all the spades ViiU be good if B can lead the 
second round 

Remark (Tnck 6) —If A keeps his l\vo high dn- 
monds, and the dealer has king of hearts and the 
guarded kmg of spades, the game is gone A will 
be forced to lead the «econd round of spades and the 
most that he can then inn will be ace and one other 
spade kmg, queen of diamonds, ace of hearts f\\c 
tncks m all A , therefore, throw’s his queen of 
diamonds m the hope that B may be able to get m 
with the knase Should this hope isul the game can 
still be $a\ed if B holds the king of hearts, though 
this does not seem a likely contmgcncy m Men of 
Z $ bidding and of the fact that his best suit was one 
of only four 


Trick 7 


Trick 8 




i88 
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Tjircic g 



A 


TKICKsf^l 3- 

A now makes the last spade the kmg of diamonds 
and the ace of hearts Z makes the king of hearts 
AB defeat the contract and sav? the game 

TUB HANDS 

A s Hand Y s Hand B s Hand Z s Hand 
9 A 83 ^QJ 73 «pK 94 

+ 64 •I'J 10 93+872 +AKQ 5 

OLQ6 0109542 OJ7 OA83 

+ AJroS34Q 47052 *4K94 
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HAND NO. XL 

Underplay ; sinking three tricks to place 
the lead with partner 
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B ’s HA^D: 



The Declarations — Z passes A, One Dw* 
mood. Y , One No<trump AU pass 

Note on the Declaratioss — Y declaies on tie 
chance of his diamonds being a guard in the suit. 
The call was actually made m a Dupheate Match game 
m America, and probably would be \entured upon 
by most present day English plaj-crs, uho set little 
value on a Club declaration at a love score On a 
Club call, YZ could in pomt of fact, ha%e ivon nme 
tricks It IS the fashion to decry 18 points belon the 
]me as being of no significance, but an odvanemg 
score IS aln aj-s an asset, jf only for its powxr to induce 
the opponents continually to \'entiire beyond tbcir 
depth, and $0 pile vp penalties. * 
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Trick i. 

A 


THE PLAY 

I Trick 2. 

A 



Tricks- 


fAB , I. 
lYZ.. o. 


Tricks 


/AB.. I. 
\YZ., I. 


Reuark (Trick 2). — Y. holds the knave ot spades. 


Trick 3 


A 




r r 

'□ y 

TJ ^ 


fAB , I. 


Trick 4. 


A 


M 

±_4 


J 




ig2 
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Remark (Tnck 8) — Y. has no more spades ; A. 
therefore holds the 7 H B pla>*s out lus three 
established spades, AB xjiU win svx tncks, but B. 
must then lead a heart, and YZ. u ill make the queen 
of hearts and another club, fulfillmg their contract. 
The* only chance of defeating it is to lead the 3 of 
spades at the next tnck for A to \nn, so that he may 
make u,hatever he holds in diamonds The chance 
docs not seem a hopeful one, smcc Y overbid A with 
Ko-tnunps, and ought to be protected m A/s smt. 



o 
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Trick ir. 



Trick is. 



Tricks 


5 


Trick 13— A maLes his last diamond AB 
win eight tncis, defeating the contract by two. 


THE IIANT>S 

A 's Hand : V.'s Hand : B 's Hand : Z *s Hand ; 

's? 8. 7. 5, 4 CJ A, K. ^ J 9. 3 . 3 ro, 6 

♦ 7 * '' 10,8,5 4. Q 9, 2 +j, 6 , 4.3 

0A.KJ,7.4 010,9,8,6. OQ 05.32 

♦ Q.7.2. ♦K.J. ♦ A.109S.3 41 6,5.4 

At Trick z, as soon as B leads the queen of dia 
V tnonds, A sees that Y. must ha\'B overbid specula- 
tively on four to the ro, and that the suit will not be 
established if he overtakes the queen 




Y/s (Dummy's) HaUPJ 
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The Declarations — Z calls One Ko-trump AH 
pass 

Note on the Declarations — ^Although Z *s call 
turns out unfortunatdy, it will be seen that it is per 
fectly sound. Both A and B nghtly refrain from 
doubling A is vi-eaL m spades and B is %ery vreak 
in dubs, neither intends to give YZ any opportunity 
of shifting As a matter of fact, if Z is dotlbled^ be 
will dedare Two Diamonds which neither opponent 
can double . and the dedarer will be only one tnct 
doum on the contract 


THE PLAY 


Trick i 

B 



Trick 2 

B 



Remark (Tnck i) — B has no more dabs, he 
would hai e put the queen on the knave had he held it 
with the g Z must haw the queen and 6 
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^-“lY?:r 1 Tn:cKs{A|..3. 

toiAEK (Tnck 5) —It may be taken as certain Ih 
V I V dt^oonds to the king, knave k 

after Ihrttnck they are established. If z holds t 

king of hearts, he has rmn the contract; n^ “art 
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how A plaj-s II must therefore be assumed that 
B has that card A cannot continue lua clubs since 
to allow Z to make his queen would give him the 
four more tneks he wants A 's next lead should 
clearly be a heart 



Trick 9 





Dummy’s) Hand 


zoo 
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TIIC HANDS ' 

A.'sHand: Y.'sIIakd: B/sHand: Z.'sHand: 
9Q.J. 10. 9 A, 9. 8. 9K,6.5-3.2-^7.4- 

+ A.J,io,8.a.+ 7,5.4.3. +9. +K. 0 - d- 

OA.5,4. 09,6. 0Q.8 . 3- 0 K,J,io. 7'3- 

410.5. ♦8,7, 4, 3. ♦K.QJ.g. ♦A.e.a. 

HAND NO. XLII • ' 

Inferences. Arranging to circumvent a 
protection In the declarer’s band 
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Z.’s Hakd : 



The Declarations— Z., One Spade. A.. Two 
Hearts. Y., Two Spades. B., Two No-trumps. AU 
pass. 

Note ON THE Declarations— Z' s caU is thecw 

retically too weak, but ts given as it was made in 
actual play. 


THE PLAT 

Tbick I. I Trick 2. 



REM^RK(T^ckx)-Y•spIay„^th=,ueecofcpIa« 
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shows that B holds the lajave, and from the latttr s 
declaration it may be confidently assumed to be 
guarded 

Remark {Tnck 2) — ^With a card of re-entry m 
Dummy, the declarer would have won the kmg of 
hearts and contmued the suit on the chance of catch 
mg the 10 Even if the 10 did not fall to the queen 
only one tnck would be lost m the suit, whereas th® 
dealer has submitted to the certain loss of one tnck 
and the possible lo'^s of a second The e\udent c'c 
planation is that Dummy holds no sure card of re- 
entry But if the declarer had the ace of diamonds 
Dummys king would be a re-entry Therefore the 
ace of diamonds is held by Y Z ’s next lead then 
will be a small diamond in order that the spades 
may be led through B s guard 


Trick 3 

Y 



Z 


Trick 4. 

Y 
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Tbick 5 \ Tkick 6. 



Tricks 7 to 13 — 2 makes the 9 of spades AB 
vna the test of the tncks 

AB win the odd tnck, and axe one down on their 
contract. 


TIIE HAl^S 

A 's Hand Y 's HA^D B s HA^D 2 's Hakd ; 
<7 A,Q9S.6.2^w,7,3 9] 4 ^R. 5 . 

+ 92 ♦ Q JO 7 6,3 + A K 3.4 + 8, 5 

OK, g.4 OA.5 OQJ.8,6 Oio7,3^. 

4 > 7. 6 ♦ Q 8, 3 ♦ K, 3 , 4 + A, 10 952 




(DUMMV'S) HaKd; 



8o6 
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Tricks. 


(AB , o 
[YZ 3 



Remark (Tnck 4) — discard of a heojt may ^ 
taken as a \vamug to B to do all tiiat he can 
defend that suit B must therefore be careful 


retam all three of his hearts 



P 
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Remark (Tnck 7) —The play of the 10 of hearts 
tertaiii e\\het of aetvattig ihe lea^ 01 of 
queen or ace from Z If Y had led the knave, B. 
would, of course, have covered v. jth the kmg 


Trick g j Trick 10 
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Tricks ii to 13 — B makes the two last clnbs 
and the king of hearts AB save the game 

TJIE HANDS 

A 's Hand; Y.’sHand. B'sHano Z's Hasp. 
9 8, 6, 5 ^ J, g 4, 2. 9 K, 10, 3 9A, Q, ^ 

*7,6 +A +K,QJ,io,5,4.9 «.3 

0106 0 K,Q,J, 5 , 2 . 4 , 2 . 0 A, 9 , 4 . 3 - 

♦ A,J.8 6 3.2^Q, 10,5 0 8,7 4^94 

♦ 7 - 

The actual play of the game :from which the above 
distnbution of cards has been reproduced was quite 
different At Tnck 4, A did not discard a heart 
(" so as not to betray his partner s hand,*' he ev 
plamed), and B eventually threw awa> one of his 
hearts (" trusting A for at least the qneen," being the 
excuse) The con-^equence was the loss of ten tncls 
and the game 

A should have considered that if Z held ace and 
queen of hearts, he was certain to finesse in any case, 
to make game, and B should have seen that he could 
make sure of saving the game on his own cards with 
out trusting his partner for anything except the ace 
of spades — his declared smt. 
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Y.'s Hand 


A.’s (Dummy's) HANDi 
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The Declarations.— Z, passes A.,OncDi^™^ 
Y., One Heart. B„ One No-trump. Z., A-. 

No. Y..TU-0 Hearts. B.. Tvro No-trtimps. AH pass. 


THE PLAY 


Trick r. 


* 2 





Trick 2. 

Z 



Rejiark (Trick i) —If Y. were to play the Jaia« 
of hearts, he wuld leave a sure re-entiy card m 
Dummy's hand for the diamonds, smce Y. could 
not then kill both the queen and the 9 of hearts. 
The ace of hearts most, of course, be \nth B , both 
because he overcalled Y.'s One Heart with One No- 
tmmp, and also because Z.'s 6 must be his highest of 
the suit. 
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TmcK 3. I Tkick 4- 



Remark (Tnck 3).— From the declarations it would 
seem probable that B. had only t^o diamonds ; still, 
it is safer to hold up the ace until the third round. 


Trick 5. | Trick 6. 



T* 
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Remark (Trick 5).— The spade is the only 
lead. Z. must have some high cards in the sui , 
it is, in any case, impossible to lead up to Dununy 
queen of dubs. 

Thick 7.- I Thick S. 

Z _L, 


-HaB* 

i- 

Tiucks(^-;^ Thicks{“J. 


M /" Kl 

b[71 " IJIa bH * & 

I — I rr;:?! LiJ ^ Bvsn l±_II 




Thicks{^®’J; 
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Trick 13 — Z makes the last spade AB make 
the odd tnck only, and are one short of their contract 
THE HANDS 

A’sH\nd Y 's Hand B s Hand Z'sHand* 
9 Q, 9 8 9 K J 7 5 3 <7 A, 10 4 9 6, a 

+ Q93 +K108 +A, J, 6, 4 +7,5,2. 

OKQJ94 OA 10.5 08,3 07,6,2 

+ 10 2 + 7, 4 ♦ A, Q 8, 3 + K J 9 6,5 

If, at Tnck ix, B leads a heart, Y mil make the 
rest of the tncks mstead of Z 

HAND NO. XLV 

Throtvins high cards to avoid the lead, so 
as not to let Dummy fn to make ao 
established suit 
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Resiark (Trick 5) —The spade is tlie onlj 
lead. Z must lia%flsomc high cards m the sui , 
it IS, in any case, impossible to lead up to J 
queen of dubs 

Trick I Tsick 8 

Z 2 


p?-j rJE! I — I i-s 

■□ny* 'Up 

I 


rAn.5 

TMCKjy^.J 
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Tkick 13 — Z makes the last spade. AB make 
the odd tnck only, and are one sliort oi their contract 
TIIE IIANOS 

A'sH'V'tD Y'sHand B'sHand Z'sHand: 

^?Q9 8 '?KJ ,7 5.3 7 a. 10.4 9 6.2. ‘ 

+ Q9.3 +K.xo ,8 ♦A,}, 6, 4 4*7, S. 2. 

0 K Q J 9 4 0 A, JO, 5 <? 8, 3 0 7. 8, 2. 

410,2 4 7,4 4 A, Q, 8,3 4^1,96.5 

If, at Tnck u, B leads a heart, Y. amU make the 
rest of the tncks instead of Z 

HAND NO. XLV 

Throtvlnfe high cards to avoid the lead, so 
as not to let Dummy in to mak.c an 
established suit 
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• THE PLAY 

Trick i | Trick 2 



Remark (Tnck 2) — Z must hold up the king of 
spades m the hope that A has only two of the suit, 
and will not be able to lead a third round Dummy s 
only other chance of getting in depends on the queen 
of diamonds which Z can control 





3 X 6 
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Rexiaiik (Tnck 4) — Tlie usail lead from Icmg 
knave, 10 is the knave; bat when leading op I® 
Dummy, the lowest card of a «5cqticnce w 31 third 
hand all the mfonnation necessary, and wdU be the 
most JjJwcIy card to puzzle the declarer as to the pos> 
tion of the higher cards which he cannot see- Y.s 
9 shows that he has no more clubs, and that A. holds 
the ace, 8, and 6. 


Trick 5 



Tk.cks{^;J 


Trick 6 



Remark fTnck 5) — y ’s discard of the only unseen 
spade makes it «rtam that A cannot lead the suit 
agam He must hold the ace of diamonds, for be 
could not have bid with nothing of value in either 
diamonds or spades, and, to justify his Two No- 
trumps must also hold the ace of hearts If Z allows 
the lead to be thrown back to him m clubs, and is 
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then forced to lead diamonds, the three tncks m clubs 
^tU be the last he can wm, and the game is gone. 
He therefore throws the 7 of clubs under the ace, 
retaining the 3. 



Remark CTnck 7) _z ^ able to throw back 
the lead mto A ’s hand by compellmg hm to wm the 
3 with the 6. 

Remark (Tnck 8) -Similarly. Z most refuse to 

wmthejofi^onds II he did, he could make hia 

kins of clubs (four tncks in aU), but would then have 
to lead up to Bummys guarded queen of dmmonds 




2X8 


KOYAL AUCTION BRIDGE 




ROYAL AOCnOl? BRIDGE 219 

^RiCK 13. — A. leads the 9 of diamonds, taLcn by 
Z. \vith the knave, 

AB. win eight tricks and fulfil their contract, but 
YZ. save the game. 

THE HANDS 

A.’s Hand ; Y.’s Hand : B-’s Hand ; Z.’s Hand : 
^A, K. 4. 9 Q J.TO.7,6, 9 9, 2. 9 8. 

♦ A, Q, 8,6, 5,3. 4,5. 4,2. K,J,io,7,3 

0 A, g, 8, 7. 4- 9. 0 Q. 5, 4* 0 K J,xo,3. 

♦ J,6. 0 6,2. ♦ A.Q.io, 7,2.4 K,8, 5. 

♦ 9-4. 3- 

Y, is probably right to open with his hearts, instead 
ofUs partner’s clubs. A. ^ shown command of both 
the suits ; the hearts are unusually long, and can be 
led up to A. without disadvantage, being headed by 
' a sequence. 
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